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'J’iiis “ Ci.osi/r Manual” lias a twofold 
j)eculiarity. It is addressed exc'lusively to 
Females; because the*Autbor believes that 
general appeals ou the •subject of Sin and 
Holiness are not well adapted to the con- 
science of the sex, nor so faithful as they 
seem. Its style, too, is occasionally peculiar ; 
because he ^thinks that Parable and Alle- 
gory are legitimate weapons in the defence 
of the Gospel.” He has, therefore, attempted 
to give Oriental forms to old truths, whenever 
he found it difficult to say, in ordinary lan- 
guage, all that he wished to suggest to the 
fen.v^e mind. He has also given that promi- 
nence to “ the beauty yf holiness,” which it 
has iTi Scripture, in common with the natui*e 
and necessity of holiness. This pl^n and 
purflose will be adhered to in the^ succeeding* 
volumes of The Lady’s Closet Liriv'^ry^. 

The Authbr’s appeal il to the Mothers and 
Daughters in British “ Iswel : ” they must be 
b#th h* patrons ^Pnd judges, if this well-meant 
experifhent succeed. 
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OR, 

THE BEAUTY OF FEMALE HOLINESS. 

No. 1. 

A mother's hinderances duly weighed. 

It is worthy of special observation, that, whilst 
the earliest prophecies concerning the Church 
of Christ on earth foretell, chiefly, the numbers 
of his disciples, the la*ter prophecies abound in 
descriptions of their spiritual and* moral cha- 
racter. TlfUs, when Goti pointed Abraham to 
the st^rs of heajjen and the sands on the sea 
shore,* as emblems of the Saviour's offspring, 
Ht^ was only their inhumerallle multitude," 
and nc^ their beautv or Duritv. tHkt was ap> 
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pealed to : but when God j)ointed David to the 
“ dew-drops of'tlie morning,” as an emblem of 
the dtf'spring^ of Christ, he left their numbers to 
be inferred, and confined the atlention of David 
to the beauty” of their “ holiness.” Psalm cx. 
The reason for this difi'erence in the revelation 
of tlie same fact is obvious; the day of Christ 
had just been shown to David as a day of 
power,” which should make people ‘‘willing” 
to follow Christ, and as a period of gracious 
and unchangeable priesthood, which sliould 
encourage them to follow holiness ; .-\^iherea8 
neither of tliese facts was fully disclosed to 
Abraham, wlien he saw the day of Christ afar 
off. What was shown to him was, chiefly', the 
certainty of that day, and not the' glory of it : 
and therefore its results we|;e given in num- 
bers, not in characteristics. 

This illustratihn^wdll apply la the prophecies 
at large. ‘ Just in proportion as thep unveil 
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liie glory and grace of the Saviour to the 
Church, tliey cxliibit or enforce the necessity 
^nd beauty of lioliness. The clearer ffghts 
they shed ujK)n*tIie mediatorial way of accept- 
ance wMth God, the stronger lights they pour 
upon the ‘‘ narrow way which leadetli to ever- 
lasting life.” 

This is an interesting fact. It leads us to 
look back u|)on the first disciples of Christ, 
who followed him in this regeneration of 
life,” to notice how far they justified the pro- 
phecies, which thus ‘‘ went before,” concerning 
the [leauty of tlieir hfiliness. Did his first 
offspring, “ the dew of his youth,”, resein- 
ble the dew of the morning fli character 
and spirit ^ Was he at all glorified in his 
sjynts then, as well as admired by them ?” 
Now, so^ far as moral character is .one of the 
es*!5ential Ijeaul4es of liolinc^Sjhiis* first disciples 
went* general, eminently holy, * Whajcvei 



4 


A MOTHER S HINDERANCE3 


they may have been before they left all an4 
followed Christ, afterwards they were empha- 
ticaliy virtuous and upright. For a long time, 
indeed, their views of the person, work, and 
kingdom of Christ were very worldly, and 
even their spirit was ambitious as well as 
rash ; but their general habits were both cir- 
cumspect and devotional : even their enemies 
“ took knowledge of them that they had been 
with Jesus'' to some good purpose, so far as 
exemplary conduct was the effect of their in- 
tercourse with him. 

Did you ever observe, whilst reviewing the 
character of the Saviour's early friends, that 

o , 

his female Ibllowers soon acquired great beauty 
of holiness under the influence of Kis word and 
example? There is, indeed, a complete halo 
of loveliness around the character and spirit of 
John, “ the disdip^ whom JestJs loved afid 
there is much sublimity about Peter, i.otv ith- 
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standing all his faults; and the whole eleven, 
compared with even flie best of the Jews of 
that time, were emphatically “ holy !;\)en 
but still, wjiatsoever things are pure, and 
whatsoever things are lovely,” abound most 
among the women of 4udea and Galilee, who 
followed him. There ‘is an exquisite and 
toucliing beauty about the holiness of the 
Marys of J3ethleheiii and Bethany especially, 
which eclipses even the excellence of the 
“ holy women of old.” We almost forget 
Abraham’s Sarah in the presence of Joseph’s 
Mary, and lose sight of Jacob’s Rachel whilst 
Mary of Bethany is* before us. Of them *w'e 
m*st say, and even the world wiU respond tlie 
exclamation, Many daughters liE^^e done vir- 
tuously,” but ye have excelled them all.” 
Give*them of “ the fruit of their own ha^ds, 
^n?l their **^works will praise# thtm in the 
gates,” 
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It was not without special design, that the 
Holy Spirit transmitted to posterity so much 
of the history and character of these distin- 
guished women : he evidently ^intended them 
to be models of female holiness to their sex. 
Hence he inspired both Elizabeth and the an- 
gel Gabriel to hail '' Mary of Bethlehem as 
“ highly favoured and blessed among women,'' 
and taught the evangelists to depict her pecu- 
liar excellences : and not less care did he take 
to embody the character and embalm the me- 
mory of Mary of Bethany. No angel, indeed, 

k 

pronounced her eulogy, but, what was far bet- 
ter, Jesus loved Mary,’' and predicted that 
her love to him should be “ told as a memorial 
of her" wheresoever the ** Gospel# should be 

preached throughout Vhe whole world." 

* 

Ihese are not accidents, nor mere incidents 
** ‘ 
in the sacred hjstory : Mary gf Bethlehen^, 

f , * 

like the star# of* bethlehem, is evidently placed! 
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jn the firmament of the Church, as a leading 
star, to guide wise women, as well as wise 
men, to Christ, and to teach both how topon- 
der his sayings, and revere his authority, and 
cleave to his cross. In like manner, Mary of 
Bethany, like her owif alabaster box of pre- 
cious ointment,*^ is so f&lly disclosed in all her 
principles, and so fully poured out in all her 
spirit before us by the sacred writers, that 
there can be no doubt but her lovely cha- 
racter was intended to be “ as ointment poured 
forth," inspiring, as well as pleasing. Like 

the good part, which shall never be taken 

^ • 

from her," the beauty of her holiness can neVer 
b^ uninfluential on either sex, whilst it is t)ie 
duty of k)th to sit ^at the fedt of Jesus," 
hearing his word ; and ' that will be equally 
duty® and delight in heaven, as well as on earth, 

‘ WHile breath or b|in^ last. 

Or immortality endures.’ 
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For wlio, that knows any thing- of vital and 
experimental religion, lias not said, in effect, 
both •^when remembering past attainments, 
and when anticipating future progress and en- 
joyment, 

“ 0 that I might for'ever sit, 

Like Mary, at ttfe Master’s feet ? ” 

Thus the eye of a Christian, of either sex, 
and of whatever sphere in life or godliness, re- 
poses upon Mary of Bethany, whenever it 
searches for an example of child-like docility, 

or of angel-like meekness, in learning of 

* 

Christ. The spirit of a Christian takes her 

position at the feet of Christ, and tries to hang 

upon liis lips^with Aer zeal and zest, whenever 

it is hungering and thirsting after righteousness. 

The soul feels instinctively that this is thf only 

way to “ be filled ” or refreshed by his presence. 

* , • 
Accordingly, we have never found much enjoy-^ 

* * 1 
ment or profit, except when wc have reajly sat 
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%i “ the feet of Christ, hearing his word for 
ourselves. Neither in the sanctuarv, nor in 
• the closet, have we become holier or, happier, 
when we did ifbt try to place ourselves in the 
position and spirit of Mary. 

It will be seen at once, from this application 
of the example of Mary, that I regard both 
her place at the feet of Jesus, and her conduct 
in anointinj^ his feet with spikenard,*’ as only 
illustrations of her habitual spirit and general 
character. Nothing is farther from my inten- 
tion^ because nothing could be more foreign to 
her real character, ihdn to represent her as 
merely a lyeek, contemplative, and .retiring 
Christian. She was, indeed, all this but she 
was much ftiore : she was as prompt as Martha 
in going out of Uie house to meet Jesus wjjen 
he sent for her, and in serving him in the house 
when service was reaHy wanted. It was not 
,wanted»when Martha said so. If slTe had %tood 
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in rciil need of assistance from Mary, the Sa 
viour would not have continued, nor even be- 
gun to p:each, in the liouse of Lazarus then : 
much less would he have comunended Mary 
for sitting still, if she had been neglecting do- 
mestic duties. The character of Mary should, 
therefore, be judged, not by this instance of 
contrast with Martha’s, but by the conduct 
of Jesus. Now, He certainly would not liave 
thrown his immortal shield so promptly and 
fully over it, if sloth or selfishness, the love 
of ease, pr the dislike of household duties, 
had been part of her character. From all we 
know o.^’ the Saviour, we may be quite sure 
tliat he would have reproved her himself, had 
she been either idle or negligent. 

yiiey are but very superficial observers, wl^o 
seize upon the contrast of the moment, between 
these sisters, Jo make .out, tlfat Mary wi\s 
chieijy an amiable Nun-like being, who .was. 
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^nder of contemplative piety than of practical 
duty. This is a very common opinion ; but 
•it is utterly at variance with fact, howeve? ap- 
pearances ma'y« seem to justify it. Even ap- 
pearances are against it ; for nothing is so pro- 
minent upon the surface of the case, as the 
Saviour’s approbation of Mary’s cliaracter. 
They are, therefore, at issve with both His 
judgment find testimony, who insinuate the 
' charge or suspicion of undomestic habits against 
this lioly woman. There is notlnng to warrant 
such an imputation. She sat at the feet of 
Jesus upon this occasioi^ because Jesus thought 
proper to open his lips as a minister, when he 
visited her house as a guest. ‘Besides, His 

visits to Befhany were tfie real sabbaths of the 

» 

family.* Only tl^en, had they the opportunity 

» 

of hearing the glorious Gospel in all^the fulness 
• • • . 
dt its blessing! and as thejopporlunity did not 

^occur often, it could not be too fuTlv imnroved 
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whilst it lasted. Thus, there is no more re2|» 
son to think Mary inactive or undomestic, be- 
cause she sat whilst Martha served with un- 
necessary bustle, than to suspect that those 
women, who sanctify the Sabbath most in the 
house of God, are least attentive to the affairs 
of their own houses. There is, perhaps, no 
better test of good domestic management all 
the week at home, than regularity and punctu- 
ality of attendance on public worship on the 
Sabbath. Those who are soonest and oftenest 
at the feet of Jesus on his own day, are cer- 
tainly not idle or irregular on other days. It 
is because they are active, and act on system 
through the^week, that they can make so niuch 
of their Sabbaths. 

I thus bring out the real character ot Mary, 
that the beauty^ of holiness may not be sup- 
posed to consist in lytherjmere m\jralsjQY musing. 
There may be much morality, where ithere if 
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no holiness ; and there may be much holiness, 
where there are no literary tastes or habits i 
neither fondness for public hearing, nor the 
“^Love of lonely musing,** 

is any real proof, by itself, of a new heart, or 
of a right spirit, befdlre God. Great readers 
(as they are called) are* not often the deepest 
nor the most serious thinkers, even when their 
reading is of the best kind; and the con- 
templative recluse, who lives only to think, or 
who reckons every thing but mental pleasure 
insipid, is actually indulging “ the lusts of the 
mind,” instead of growing in grace or holiness. 
It may sound well, •to say of a sweet ^nthu- 
si#st, whose element is solitude, and who^e 
luxury is €motion, “ that she is S being who 
belongs to another world ; her tastes are all so 
uneafthly, and her sympathies so exalted 
this is n9 compliment ! Indeed, it is a 
iieavy reflection upon both her he^rt and con- 
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sc'ience. A heart that felt aright, or a conscience 
purified by tlie blood of' atonement, would try 
to do good by action, as well as to get good by 
contemplation. No one belongjs less to ano- 
ther world (if, by that, heaven is meant) than 
the being who lias neither heart nor hand to 
be a blessing in tills world. Her tastes may 
be unearthly ; but heavenly, they certainly 
are not. They are not ayigcl-Uke : for, are not 
all the angels “ ministering spirits, sent forth 
to minister to the heirs of salvation?” They 
are not saint-like : for all the spirits of tlie 
just in heaven take a lively interest in tlie 
progress of the kingdom* of Christ on earth. 
And they are^ any thing but God like : for Fa- 
ther, Son, ttiid Holy Spirit, live and move, as 
if they had both the'ir bliss and being in the 
welfare of this world. 

How ever did it come to be supposed, 'jy 
the land of FiJu.Es, that there was cither intel- 
lectual liTcatness/ or moral loveliness, around 
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any pensive or sweet recluse, who lives only in 
and for the ideal world of her own thoughts ; 
whilst the Heathen and Mohammedan wcHd is 
perishing for l^ck of knowledge, and the actual 
world at lier door, sinning and suffering un- 
])itied by her ? 

Those who have no faste for retirement or 
reading will, but too readily, join in this pro- 
test againsX sentimental seclusion. Those only 
who have but little time for direct mental im- 
provement, will make a right use of the protest, 
or even repeat it in a good spirit. They will 

t 

be glad to hear it. Not, however, because it 
condemns others, but* because it relieves them- 
sefVes from self-condemnation, proving t(? 
them, fronuboth the letter and spirTt of Scrip- 
ture, that musimj •piety is not the only nor the 

best ^iety. Many who have no inclination 
• • * 

'cumber tlij^mselves needlessly w^ith many 

things, Jike Martha, are yet enc\T^ubercd with 
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so many things which distract tlieir attention, 
and absorb tlieir time, that they hastily con- 
cludt, or strongly suspect, tliat tlioy have no 
real piety, because they are *so unlike tlie 
Mary of their own imagination, and of popular 
opinion. They tlius set themselves down as 
Marthas, (her real character, too, is equally mis- 
taken,) who have not ‘‘ chosen the good part," 
nor acquired the “ one thing need/ul." But 
this is as unnecessary as it is unwise. Wherever 
real duty fills the hands, or inevitable care the 
heart, then there is as much holiness, and 
as much of the real beauty of it too, in doing 
or suffering the will of Gbd well, as in acts of 
{irolonged de^votion, or in efforts of heaveiVj'y- 
mindedness".' 

This subject is much misunderstood. In- 

4 . * 

deed, many are afraid to speak out, or ei^en to 
, » 

think freely, 'on the subject. ^^e qui^f 

dissatisfied 'i*ith Ihemselves, because they can 



DULY WEIGllKD. 


17 


^oinmand so little time for devotional reading 
and meditation ; and yet they do not see how 
^ tliey can command more at present, ^hey 
sec clearly, aiKl feel deeply, that their minds 
want improvement; that the great salvation 
deserves more thonghf than tliey give to it ; 
that they have not that ^communion with God 
which is so desirable, nor that witness of the 
Spirit whk;h they deem so important ; and 
hence they stand in doubt whether they have 
any real piety at all. 

Now there is some danger, as well as diffi- 
ciilty, in meeting this case; because more want 
to get rid of such ddlibts, than those who are 
so^placed and pledged in life, tliat they have 
but little •spare time. • The slotliTul and the 
worldlj^-minded are upon the watch, to lay 
hold ’of any thing that would lessen their self- 
^hdemnation^ or tend to rpcnnrtle their habits 
with their hopes. The allowanced to be made 
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for the real want of time, they stand ready tp 
snatch at, as excuses for not redeeming time, 
or f(K' not improving^ it. The forbearance, and 
leniency, and sympathy of God towards his 
poor and afflicted cijildren, are greedily seized 
and appropriated by sl<!fthful servants, and by 
heedless and heartless professors. For they, 
too, want to be happy in their own mind, how- 
ever little they care about holiness. » They go 
to the sanctuary to be comforted, as well as tlie 
tried and harassed Christian. 

Hence arises danger, as well as difficulty, in 
meeting, publicly and fully, the case of those 
who cannot redeem much 'time, nor always do 
the good th^y really wish : the concessio‘ns 
made on their behalf; may be perverted by 
those who dislike devotional retirement, into 

* r • * * 

an excuse for so multiplying their worldly en- 
gagements! as' to leave no time /or reading' 

-It * ^ ’ 

meditation, *Md but little for prayer itself. 
Still, neither the sheep nor the lambs ^of |he 
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(jood Shepherd’s flock, (who Jove and long for 

• 

those green pastures and stiJI waters, without 
being able to visit them often or continue at 
them long,) shcwld be left to put the worst in- 
terpretation upon tlieir own weakness, however 
wandering sheep may •abuse tlie Shepherd’s 
condescension. He will* count as liis sheep, 
and even carry in his bosom, those, who, al- 
though tlie^ cannot be so often at his feet as 
they wisli, do not try to keep away, nor to get 
away, from his feet. He will distinguish be- 
tween those who cannot sit down to hear his 
voice frequently, because of pressing domestic 
duties, and those wh6 seldom do so, because 
thej' prefer to “hear the voice of» strangers.”' 
John X. 5. 

The j-eal question, therefore, in the case of 

• * • » 

those who have but little leisure, is, — What 

ert ^Vosses your time ? Now^if dirties ’which it 
would be sinful to omit, fill your'hands and 
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your heart all the day long, and even leave 
you fatigued at night, it will not be laid to 
you.’ charge, as sin, that you were not much 
alone with God. You ought not to be much 
alone, when either a sick-bed or the care of 
the homily requires yoiu' presence. Tlien, the 
beauty of holiness’' lies in watching and work- 
ing in a devotional spirit, and not in frequent 
nor in prolonged visits to the ebset. That 
mother is not unholy, nor inconsistent, who 
has hardly a moment to herself, from morning 
till night, owing to the number of her children, 
or the sickness of her babe. Tliat daughter is 
not unholy, nor unlike Mary of Bethany, who 
shares her njother’s toils and trials, or soothes 
the loneliness of an aged and iivjirm father. 
That wife is not unholy, nor unlike Mary, who, 
in order to make her husband’s slender income 
sweeten his home and sustain his credit, works 
hard all th^day. All these things are, indeed, 
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d(jpe by many who care nothing about holiness, 
and who would not retire to meditate or pray, 
e^en if their time were not thus absorbed ; aftd, 
therefore, tlie mere doing of these things, apart 
from its spirit and motives, proves nothing de- 
cisive as to the state of Ithe heart before God. 
Still, it is equally true, on* the other hand, that 
neither the time nor the care expended on 
these duties idisproves the existence of holiness. 
.There is indeed no true lioliness, where there 
is no secret devotion ; but there may be much 
of the former, when there is but little time for 


the latter : yea, the highest beauty of holiness 
often invests and enshrmes the character, wliilst 
the tieart of a Christian must depend more upon 


frequent glafices at the throne of grace, than 

upon fq/'mal approaches to it. Then, to go 

• • . • 

through arduous domestic duty, in a pieek and 


qili5f spirit, whi<»h breathes prayei*, even wlien 
If • 


busiest;^ or to watch and minister in the sick 
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cliarnber, ming-ling prayer with tenderness and 

I 

patience, and tlius “ doing service as unto tlie 
LOid,” or for liis sake, is as decisive of piety, 
and even adorns the doctrirv^s” of Christ as 
much, as any act of devotion, however spiritual, 
or any enterprise of z6al, however splendid. 

There is, pcrliap’s, no practical lesson of 
godliness so ill understood, as this one. The 
general sentiment of it is, of course?, obvious to 
any Christian, and the theory of it quite fami- 
liar ; but, how few enter so fully into the 
spirit of the maxim, as to keep their piety from 

I 

declining, or their peace of mind from evapo- 

t 

rating, when they have "much to do or to en- 
dure in their family ! Then, it is no uncom- 
mon thing for a p‘ious wife, oit a widowed 
mother, to complain that domestic ca^^es have 

brouglit a cloud upon all her hopes ahd evi- 

• * * 
dences of grace, and such deathless and d^crk- 

ness upon fier soul, that she seems to herself no 



DULY MEJGUtV. 


23 


loiter the same being she was, but Jike an 
apostate from faith and godliness. Thus, slie 
thinks that she has lost her piety, whilst doing 
her duty to her fomily ! 

And she certainly has lost some of her piety, 
although not in the sens^ she means, nor yet 
to the degree she suspects. She has lost that 
holy freedom at the throne of grace, which 
once made Ijcr closet the house of God and the 
gate of heaven ; slie has lost that power of ap- 
propriating the great and precious promises, 
which once made her Bible so dear ; she has 
lost that control over he^ own thoughts and 
feelings, by which she could once concei^l^rate 
them^ upon the things which are iwiseen and 
eternal, wheifever she really tried to pass within 
the veil the invisible world ; and, above all, 
,she haslost sight of her own warrant ^nd wel- 
come* to trust irt Christ, which ortce ’set and 
kept every thing right. Now, these are serious 
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losses, and may well be sadly bewailed, 
and even somewliat feared as to their conse- 
quences; for it is not so easy to repair these 
spiritual injuries, as it is tOc bring them on. 
They might all have been kept off, however, 
if she had studied beforehand the secret of 
blending the spirit of prayer with the efforts 
of maternal devotedness, and the art of turn- 
ing the duties of life into acts ,of godliness; 
but having, like many, grown up under the 
idea, that nothing was really a part of her piety 
but what was a positive act of religion, and 
thus being in the habit of estimating her piety 
more by lier delight in divine tilings, than by 
her conscientious discharge of ordinary duties, 
she is, of course, sadly thrown and discon- 
certed, whenever tne pressure of ordinary du- 
ties lessens the sense or lowers the spirit of her 
religious observances; wherejis, had sho^ully 
gone into- che question of personal holiness 
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her outset in the divine life, she would have 

• 

soon discovered that it is the very beauty of ho- 
liness to do that best which is most want<?d at 
the moment ; ^or even tl}e cradle may be made 
an altar, and the nursery a little sanctuary, and 
household duties almd^t sacramental engage- 
ments ! But if these tilings are looked upon 
as the mere routine of life, or as unfavourable 
to godliness ; and if only the time which can be 
spared from them is considered improved time 
for eternity, then, of course, there must be a 
sad sense of declension in piety whenever more 
time than usual is demanded by them. But 
why*not consider that unusual portion of time 
wifich is required in seasons of dgmeslic care* 
as improve^ for eternity*, as well ^s the time 
spent m devotion ? Why not do every thing 
as ser^dee unto God, as well as the things you 
oait service doi;e to him ? Surely, if 'all Chris- 
tians may eat and drink so as io glorify God, 
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Christicin mothers may watch and work for 

». 

tlieir family to the praise of the glory of his 
grac^. 

I am not inclined to resolve ro many things 
into Satanic influence as some are : there are 
many of our faults and failings but too easily 
accounted for by the treachery of our own 
hearts and the want of consideration ; still, I 
cannot help suspecting that Satan#, has not a 
little, yea, much, to do with creating and keep- 
ing up tlie popular notion, that nothing is spi- 
ritual religion but spiritual exercises and emo- 
tions. Not, indeed, that he is any friend to 

1 

spirituality of heart or h'abit : there is nothing 
lie hates so tjiuch, or tries more to hinder. He 
can, howevtfr, transform himself int-o an angel 
of light, and thus seem to plead for highly spi- 
ritual religion, and for extraordinary dev^otion, 
whilst, in 'fact, he is endeavouring to prevent 
all religion aifd devotion too. 
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It is not sin alone, nor worldly pleasures 
only, that Satan throws* false colours over ; he 
can exaggerate the claims of holiness, as jvcl 
as soften the aspect of sin and folly. He often 
labours to make out the necessity of too much 
religion, as well as to prove the sufficiency oi 
too little : I mean, that just as he tries to 
persuade some that the ceremonial forms 
of religion, are quite enough, or ns much 
^ as can be expected in our busy world and im- 
perfect state, so he labours to persuade otliers 
that nothing amounts to saving piety but a 
heart all love, a spirit all heavenly, and a cha- 

t * 

racter perfectly holy! In like manner, he 
adSpts his wiles to those who see-through tin* 
fallacy of jyach extremes*; putting •it to them- 
selves to say, whether th(?y might not as well 
do n(Tthing at all in religion, as do so little ; 
w^fCitlier it woiild* not be less dangerous to 

I 

make no profession oT godlii^ess, than to have 
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only a spark of its power ; or, at least, whe- 
ther it would not be b*etter to give up prayer 
entirely, until they can secure more time and 
composure, than to continue it jn the very im- 
perfect way they are now compelled to do ? 

This is an appeal to the conscience of a 
harassed mother, which she little suspects to 
come from the lips of Satan ; and yet he is as 
busy in taking advantage over’" her, whilst 
thus trying to make her give up what she 
attempts in religion, as when he beguiled Eve 
to aim at being god-like in another sense than 

she was so. At this point, therefore, it is'pe- 

• 

culiarly necessary to act on the injunclion, 
V Resist the devil,’' That cannot be done 
effectually, kowever, by any process , which does 
not turn the duties bf life into acts of godli- 
nesk. He will not flee from you,'' whilk 
you merely a;iaiyze and scruti^nize h*is wifes 
and devices he* will try new fiery darts as 
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fast as you defeat the old, by mere arguments ; 
lie will stand at your right liand, resisting you, 

vhilst you only resist him by detecting Ijim. 

* 

When did he Jeave the Saviour ? Not until 
he saw tliat nothing could divert him from the 
“ work the Father gavejiim to do.” Satan tried 
first to set him against that work, by tlie po- 
verty it involved ; then to set him upon a new 
process of doing it; and tlien, to engage him 
in other work, altogether different; but all in 
vain. Satan found nothing in the Saviour 
averse to the will of God, notwithstanding all 
the labour, privation, and suffering which the 
great work of redem|)tion involved. Then 
the' devil left him, and angels ministered untot 
him.” AnjjJ by no othvr process# than that 
of adhering to the work Ood has given us to 
d5, Ct^i we resist the devif so as to make Ifim 
flei^froin us 

1 do not forget (I ^lever more remembered 


D 3 



30 


A mother’s hin deranges 


or admired than at this moment) that Ciirist 
resisted temptation by opposing to it the ex 
press word of God. It was, however, not the 
quotations of Scripture, but the practical pur- 
pose for wliich they were quoted, that discom- 
fited tlje tempter. The Saviour drew upon the 
word of God, that he might not draw back 
from tlie work of God ; he wielded weapons 
from the armoury of heaven, that he might go 
steadfastly through whatever the Father had 
given him to do or to endure on earth. 

I know well that there is no parallel be- 
tween our work and the work of Christ ; but 
still, our sphere, and its duties and hardships, 
<are the appointment of God, as well as Christ's 
were so. It is not by. accident that .one mother 
has much to do, and another much to suffer, 
an'd a third much both to do and endur^ : 
these heavy ^ crosses are as really heavenly 
appointments as the cross of Christ was 
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although not for the same purpose. Accord- 
ingly, in some things we recognise, and even 

act on this principle, in express imitation of 

* 

the Saviour's e:j^ample. When the cup of be- 
reavement or affliction is put into our hands, 
we try to say, like liimii “ The cup which my 
Father Iiath given me, shall I not drink it ? 
Not my will, but thine be done." Thus we 
really atterypt to turn what we suffer much 
from, into an occasion of serving God well, and 
for submitting to him meekly. We regard this 
as true godliness, and try to make it holy sub- 
mi ssTon. 

Now, why not view*every duty of life in the 
saifle light, and both go to it, and through it, as* 
service required by God,a»d acceptable to God ? 
Perhaps you find it difficult to conceive how 
solne «f your domestic duties could be in- 
vesa^ed with any^ thing like a s*^iriitual* or holy 
character* you may*almosr be inclined to 



32 


A mother's IlINDEllAN(’i:S 


smile at first, at tlie idea of giving tliein a 
religious aspect ; and as to throwing the beauty 
of holiness around all the details of life, it may 
seem to you a profanation of divine things 
even to think of such a mixture. Be not 
frightened or prejudice^!, however, by words or 
fancies. God himself does many tilings similar 
to those you have to do : it' you clothe your 
children, He clothes the earth with grass and 
flowers : if you feed your children. He feeds 
the young ravens when they cry : if you watch 
night and day, occasionally, over the couch of 
a sick child, afraid to stir from its side, or ’take 
your eye off it for a moment, He never glum- 
bers nor sleeps in watching over his sutfchMig 
children: <God even.. “ sits, as a Refiner," by 
the furnace of his*" backsliding children. If 
yem try to manage vvell, and to make tLe best 
of whatever bapj'iens, for the sake of tliose who 

■j ’ 

love you and lo'ok up io you. He also makes 
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all tilings work tO'gether for good to them 
that love him/' Thus Cod counts nothing 
benonth him, nor derogatory to his charaoter, 
which is really^ required by any of his crea- 
tureSy or needful in any part of his creation. 
He doeth all things, litHe and great, ordinary 
and extraordinary, in the* same god-like man- 
ner; acting always in character, whether he 
sustain a sp^row or create a world. He doeth 
.all things in heaven and earth, indeed, without 
quitting his throne, or being disquieted by the 
multiplicity and weight of his engagements ; 
but still, Cod occupies himself with our mean 
affairs, as willingly anti fully as with the af- 
fair^of angels or the interests of tjie universe. 
Nothing in^his glorious* holiness fields him 
back from doing ordinary things well, because 
they arte but ordinary things ; he acts like 
himffelf, whether displaying ^the t'cndi^rness of 
a Parent or the majesty of a Judge, and carries 
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out liis great principles into aii his opera- 
tions. 

If, tlicn, He be not less holy, nor less beau- 
tiful in holiness, wliilst attending to the mi- 
nutest claims of liis universal family, why may 
not “holiness unto the** Lord be written" upon 
all the details of your’ family duty ? 

1 am not pleading for what is called “ mix- 
ing up religion with every thing," if by tliat is 
meant talkbicj about religion whilst transacting^ 
the business of life, or giving a religious turn 
to every conversation. This is neither neces- 
sary nor wise, as it is usually conducted by 

*» 

thos^ who try it most indeed, they arc thus 
often guilty, of “ casting pearls before swine,” 
and more ^likely to hreate prejudices against 
religion than to commend it. Even their own 
piety is in danger of being suspected of Minister 
design or oP sanctimonious pretence, by \lfis 
forced intermixture of sacred and common 



tilings. So far, tliere/bre, as speaking- perpe- 
tually about religion, or about every tiling in 
religious phrases, is concerned, I have Tio 
sympathy with the liabit, and see none of the 
beauty of lioliness in it. I have, however, 
rpiite as little respect foi* both the vulgar and 
the sentimental proverb-^ Business in its 
place, and religion in its own place.” That 
really means* in the lips of those who use it 
piost, “ they are distinct things, therefore keep 
them separate a maxim equally treasonable 
and untrue ! They are, indeed, made distinct 
things*; but who made tliern so? Not God: 
he joins wit!) the injinfction, not slothful in 
inisiness,” the commandment, “ Be^ fervent in 
spiiit, serving the Lord.”* He says* What- 
soever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” It 

^ • t 

sounds •ill, and looks ill, therefore, when men, 
;)r«fc«sing*to be/Jhristians, say*thtit they give 
hernselves to business* and ifligion in turn, 
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and never try both at once. Such men do^jot 
understand tlie spirit of true religion, whatever 
adepts they may be in business. 

I say this, however, far morj in pity than in 
blame ; for, as many godly women have grown 
up in the habit of going through their domes- 
tic duties, without ei^er imagining that there is 
any godliness in performing them well, so, 
many men, who liave the root of /he matter in 
them, have grown up in the habit of regarding 
their public duties in trade as no part of their 
religion. They, too, count nothing piety but 
wliat is done in the closet of devotion, and in 
the house of God, except what they may occa- 
sionally d(^ in visiting the afflicted, or irl re- 
lieving thi poor ; and thus both gexes confirm 
each other in the pernicious opinion, that ordi- 
nary duty is no proof of vital godliness. 

This 'is a pernicious opini(^n, however^w^II 
meant by some' who hold it. Wherever, in- 
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(]#cd, there is no devotion, nor any relish for 

• 

divine tliings, or, wlien the soul and salvation 
^are neglected through the attention given* to 
worldly things* no diligence nor honour in 
business is religion in any sense. The in- 
(histry of the bee, or th*e economy of the ant, 
might as well be called piety. It is, liowever, 
equally true, on the other liand, tlial idleness 
and dishont?sty disprove all pretensions to god- 
' lint'ss : there must, therefore, be something in 
the very nature of the ordinary duties of life 
not unfavourable to vital godliness, seeing tlie 
ee-nscientious discharge ©f them is thus essen- 
tial to the proof of its sincerity. Why 
sliouhl a pious man allow himstilf to think 

that I)e is f)nly serving the world during the 

* 

lionrs rwid l)ustlo pf busine.ss? Wliy should ^he 
(t*ver s))cak or dream of leaving liis religion at 
liome when lie ’goes out inVo tlie* world ? He 

docs not leave behind him liis conscience, nor 

% 
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his sense of accountability, nor his rcg^ard /o 
trutli, nor In’s respect for his good name, nor 
his^liolv fear of disgracing liis profession ; 
tliese follow him, like his shadow, into all tlie 
walks of public lihu Not all the anxic'.lics nor 
distractions of his business can make him lose 
sight of his grc'at moral princijdf'S ; and yet 
he says that he “ left his religion at home.’' 
He means, of course, his penitence, his s})i- 
rituality of mind, and his devotio?) ; tlu'se aie 
what he drops when he qui^s bis closet and the 
family altar; and certainly these arc things 
which cannot be much combined with worldly 
a0airs. 1 wall even readily grant that it would 
not argue mrcli good sense, to attach much im- 
portance to the liasty glances or :he passing 
thougliis of divine things, wdiicli may take place 
in the course of the day ; these should not ranf' 
very high in die sc^de of evidences by whicTi a 
Christian tests the reality of his conversion, or 
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tie safely of liis state for eternity. Yea, I will 
go i’artlier, and allow tliat if lie cannot prove 
Jiis faitli without tlie scanty items of such ’evi- 
dence, he caniV)t prove it witli them : they are 
too few and 1‘eeble to lay much stress upon 
them. 

']'hes(5 concessions do not, however, militate 
against iny argument : it is just because they 
prove so Ihtle, that 1 advv^cate tlie necessity 
and propriety of going to business, day after 
day, in a s[)irit which vvill make it all one em- 
bodied proof of true holiness. Now, it would 
be so, by going to it and tlirough it, as a peni- 
tent b(dbre God, as a debtor before Christ 
a dependant before the Holy S[)iiit. A Chris- 
tian man i;? all this; and by a little pains he 
niiglit -carry tlie -consciousness of all this as re- 

'^gnlaiTy into tlie world as he carries his honesty 
, 0 * • 
or his int^rity? lie need »no more lose sight 

of what the hope of eternal life leads him to bo 
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and do, tliaii of what his credit and subsijvt- 
ence require of him. It is just as possible to 
act Jis a redeemed man, as to act as an honest 
man. And liere would be tlio- advantage of 
acting in tliis spirit — instead of coming ]iome 
from business with all its deadening and dis- 
tracting influence aggravated by the suspicion 
of having been serving the world only, he 
would have the consciousness that he liad been 
doing service as unto God, and not as unto 
man;” and tlius the conviction that neitlicr 
the time nor the thought he had given (o his 
public duties, had lesscjied his hold upon the 
diyi2]£.. favour, or drawn any judicial veil be- 
tween him and the divine })resence. Whereas 
the Christian, who really leaves tlM spirit of 
religion at home, because he deems it ejseless 
or impossible to mind any thing but business 
during the hohrs of <business, cannot so easily 
resume that spirit after the tear and wear of 
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file day. He feels as if all lie liud been doing- 
was sornewliat sinful fn itself', because it is 
so deadening and carnalizing in its inflncpce. 
The consef[nei:^ce is, lie is often afraid to go 
alone with God, after Iiaving being long and 
much absorbed in the v^orld. 

These remarks, althongli a digression in one 
sense, are not at all so in another. .They will 
account in^soine measure for the false view 
you liave taken of domestic duties. You have 
so often heard a pious fatlier, husband, or bro- 
ther, complain of the unhinging and deadening 

efi'ett of the cares of business on their minds, 

• 

aiu l*have so often fdt that family duties and 
CiVres had precisely the same effect on you 
own mind ^ that you, lik« them, a»e too much 
in the habit of considcrinjJ tlie duties of life as 
cfrawiiacks or hinderances to godliness. I *am, 
therefore, ver^ anxious to lt?ad,yoi\ into the 
scriptural* views of this subject, not only on 
E 3 
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your own account, but Ibr the sake of those 
whose spiritual welfare is dear to you ; fory 
wit]jout saying a word in the way of counsel y 
or even of explanation, you m,ay so illustrate 
tlie great truth that “ all things may be clone 
to the glory of God,// as to convince your 
father, your husband, or your brother, that 
business may be made the handmaid of religion 
in the world, as well as at home. 

Are you a mother? How holiness might 
beam and breathe in all your maternal duties 
and cares! Nay, do not smile in scorn nor in 

})ity at this fond wish ! I no more forget than 

* 

you do, that there is noise, nonsense, vexa- 
• *.ion, almost drudgery at times, in the nurser'y ; 
your patience, as well as your strength, is 
often tried by your children ; you occasionally 

4 

find it no easy matter to keep your temper, 
or even to keep up your spirits, amongst 
tiicm. Were the} not your own cliiidren, you 
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feel as if you never could go through wliat 

you have to do and endure. Now, I do not 

wonder at this; my only wonder is, how mo- 
rn 

thers can wor^ and watch, nourish and che- 
rish, as they do ! There must be a magnetic 
charm, which fathers d<i not feel, in the sweet 
thought — “ They are my t>wn children/’ We, 
too, love them sincerely and strongly, as you 
well know;, but, somehow, we could neither 
do for them nor bear with them, in your spi- 
rit, nor with your perseverance. A sleepless 
night or two quite exhausts our patience : the 
reflettioii, ‘‘They are m^ own children,” does 
not electrify us as it* does you, except when 
tli^ir life is in imminent danger.^ Well, just 
carry out yiis electric thought in» your own 
maternal spirit, and observe how you feel 
wTiilst* you say, in reference to their souls, 
My own chiyren ! They will ,bc mine for 
ever, both here and liereaft^r. Nothing can 



dissolve all niy connexion with then]. Wt‘ 
may be widely separated on earth; wv shall 
be divided by death, and it is not yet certain 
that we shall be all reiinited i^ heaven : but 
wherever they are, in time or eternity, they 
will be rny family. I .can never forget then'. 
Until death, I shall- inslincln cly look alter 
them, wherever their lot may be cast : at tlni 
judgment-seat I shall look for them, whether 
they stand on the right hand or on the lel’t : 
through eternity I shall remember them, 
wherever 1 myself am, or whatever I may be.” 
Neither heaven nor hell can obliterate pariiiital 
recollections ; fathers a»nd mothers will feel 
themsel\’‘es to be fathers and mothers 

“ Wiulyt umnortalitv endures,” 


These are solemn considerations. Da nbt, 

]iow’evoi> shrink*’from them; tljey may became 

« 

(qnally sweet afid sublime. Even already, 
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tli|y have tinovv/j your spirit ni upon your 
luatcrnul resjjousibilities, and far out ainongT^t 
your parental prospects in both worlds. I nut 
glance ot‘ solic«ltude you darted tbrougli the 
assembled universe, in search of your children, 
when you realized the 'judgment-seat, proves 
tliat you are not “ without natural affection/' 
nor destitute of spiritual sympathy. And that 
breathless jtiuse you made, whilst supj)osing 
•yourself looking all around heaven for them, 
reveals to you how dear their eternal safety is 
to your heart, and how much their presence 
would h('ighten your luvppiness, even in the 
})rcseiice of Cod and the Lamb. What fine , 
‘preparation these glimpses of the* great wljite 
llirone of jifdgment, and *of the glorious higli 

throne i)f heaven, are for maternal prayer at 

• ^ 

the throne of grace!" Whilst the former 

thrones are lo(?ked at, the* latteV ca’nnot be 

• • 

» 

oveilooked. You feel throuirh all vour soul. 
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tliat any mother, if allowed, would pray , for 
her children at the former thrones, if prayer 
cottld avail there : and will you neglect to 
pray for your children at tliat tiirone, where 
alone it is allowed or useful ? If you do neg- 
lect this duty, it is ndt likely tliat God would 
gratify you with either the company, or a 
sight, of your children in heaven, even if both 
they and you should be* m iieavcm. But a 
jirayerless mother in heaven — is an anomaly.- 
Her children are more likely to miss her there, 
than she is to miss them ; or, both to meet in 
hell ! 

Neither, liowever, need miss the other in 
neaveu. Beth may meet in one mansion of 
glory, if f)Oth mingle their praters at the 
throne of grace. Heaven is rot so inaocessible 

^ o' 

or uncertain to families, as families, as some 
seem to fear^ Wq must not 'judge from ap- 
pearances in this matter. Heaven, as it is re- 
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veiled in tli(' Bible, is a family-liouse, wliere 
“ it may be well with ls ami our cbildren for 
God lias said so. We must not* thefe- 
Tore, rey-idale oifi' opinion of His good will to- 
wards tlie families of those that fear him, by 
the way in wliicli some *of their children turn 
out. The real question is, — Did those parents 
take God’s phtn^ in both its letter and spirit, 
for traiuingnip their children? That all godly 
•parents have done something, yea mucli, for 
their families, compared with what llie un- 
godly do, there can be no doubt. But how 
few even believe — tliat tlicre is a positive cer- 
tainty of success, pledged by God, to all who 
bring up their children in “ the nurture and 
admonition ^f the Lord!” The * generality 

treat thig promise, as a lottery, in which there 

* • * 

are more blanks than prizes. Thus .both the 

faithfulness and*the sincerity of God are dis- 

* * • 

Jionoured. But, Mothers! it is as true now, 
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as wlien said it to tlie jailor at Phili|\pi, 
“Believe" in the Lord Jesus Christ, a^id thou 
shiilt be saved, and thy house.” The jailor 
liad asked only, “ What shall I do to be 
saved ?” Paul, however, would not allow him 
to confine tlie question to himself. The pro- 
mise is to children as well as to parents ; and 
therefore tlic Apostle answered the question so 
as to include both. 

If these preliminary liints awaken any curio- 
sity, or win any confidence, towards the de- 
sign of this little book, you will not throw it 
aside just yet ; nor wonder if, before resuming 
this part of the subject, I take great pains to 
secure tlie attention and confidence of daugli' 
ters, as well as of mothers. Re?id the next 
chapter, therefore, on their i^ccount, or^^ to your 
daugliter.s ; and do give weight to whatever is 
experimentally true in it, by setting your 


“ schI ” to its truth. 



No. II. 

A DAUCIIITEr's VlUl^^lVLV.^ ANALYZED. 

In addressing you, will (first) incline 
my ear unto a Parable; I will open rny dark 
saying upor^ tlie harp” of Allegory. And, 
should I close my appeal in llie same way, you 
will forgive me. Both Rachel and Miriam are 
real characters, and will, 1 fear, recognise 
lliemsclves : but you, I Jiope, will try in vain 
to identify cither. 

both young men and maideivi venerated 
the aged S^jeshrazzaii, ‘and vied* with each 
otlier ir| lionourinjj his grey liairs as “ a crown 
of gldVy.” He was a second conscience to all 
tiie •youth of Bcersheba, who studied to main- 

» ft 

tain a good conscience towards God or man 



Wljc'n tlic young- men looked iipon flic dnujjlH 
ters of tlic Canaanites, and tbouglit of allying 
themselves with ‘‘ aliens from the common- 

I 

wealth of'lsrael,” they reinenib/;;re(I that Slu'sh- 
bazzar would not bless the forbidden union ; 
and turned their attention to the daugliters of 
the Covenant. When the maidens of Beer- 
slieba were fascinated by tlie garb and bearing 
of the sons of Belial, they felt that tliey could 
not meet the eye of the lioly Patriarcli, and 
drew tlieir veils closer around them in the 
streets. Tims all the plans of the young had 
n tacit reference to his opinion, and the nope 
of his approbation and benediction mingled 
with tlieir brightest ])rospects. “ What will 
Sheshhazzax think of me?'' was question, 
which, however simple in itself, disentangled 
whole webs of soplilstry, and unmasked tne 
most plausible appearances. It revealed the 
secrets of the hea t to the conscience, and the 
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fViMjds of the cuiiscioiice to the jiKlgriient. it 
was, indeed, a biinple question ; but it seaiclied 
the reins like “ tlie candle of the Lord,” — ^Jae- 
cause all wlio reflected, lelt that the good old 
man could liave no object but their good ; and 
that whatever iniluencc* he had ac(|nired over 
them, was won, not by stratagem, but by 
weiglit and worth of character. It was the 
spell of his* fine spirit, whicii, like the mantle 
of Elijah, cast upon the ploughman of Abcl- 
meholah, drew them after him as witli “ cords 
ol‘ love.” Amongst the daugliters of tlic Co* 
venant, who listened to his wisdom, and loved 
his approbation, Raclfcl was the most enthusi- 

ci. 

astic. She was modest as the lily j:)f the valley, 
blit sensitivie as tlie tremlilous deutlrops which 

gt'inmed it. Like tlie cloiids of the spring up* 

• - . • . 
on Cilrmel or Ilermon, she wept and smiled in 

fhe* same houi. Her spirit * soared ’ at times 

• • 

like the eatile of Emredi. unfil lost in tlie lieht 



which is full of glory; and, anon, it drooged 
like the widowed dove in tlie gloomy avenm's 
of ^leshbon and Kedron. She w^as allerniuely 

, 4 

glowing and freezing ; too high or too low. 
Ill all things, but in her modest gentleness, 
she was the creature of circumstances. Even 
in Religion, slie iiad •jIo fixed principles. She 
was feelingly alive to its beauties, but dead to 
its real spirit. Whilst it inspirtyi thoughts 
which breathed, and words which burned, with, 
inirnortality, she was enraptured witli it : but 
when its oracles or ordinances led to thoughts 
of penitence, or words of humiliation, she had 
no sympathy of spirit with them. She wept, 
indeed, over hex fallen nature ; but not because 
it was hilleii from the' moral image rf Jehovah. 
The loss of intellectual power, not the. loss of 
holy feeling, grieved her. She felt deeply 
mortified, beoause she could not maintain all 
the mental elevation of a rational being; and 
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she thought her iiiortisHcation, humility I She 
(l(‘^)lored tlie weakness^ and waywardness 
her mind, in the strongest terms of self-abase- 
ftient ; but not because her mind disliked secret 
prayer and stdl-cxnininution. She lamented 
that she had so little communion with God ; 
but it was not the communion of a child with 
a Father, nor of a {)enitcnt witli a Saviour, but 
tlie communion of a poet with the God of na- 
ture — of a linile spirit witli the Infinite Sj)irit 
— that Iiad cliarms for Iicr. She admired the 
proplicts ; but not for tlie holiness which ren- 
dered them temples meet for the Holy Spirit 
to dwf'll in, and speak Vrom ; but because of 
tlieir mysterious dignily, as the ambassadoj's 
of Heaven. Slie glorieel in th(? altars and 
mercy-seat *of tlie temple; not as they were 
ty|^es of salvation*hy the atonement of tlie pi^o- 
niised Messiah, but as they were tho* seat and 
shrine of t[ic cloud of glory and tlie sacred fire. 



54 


A L AUGHT Ell’s 


All this Slieshbazzar si.w and lamented. But 
Rachel was gentle, and he loved her ; slie *nad 
genius, and he admired iier. Men ol’ one idea 
thoiiglt her mad ; and men with half a heart 
deemed her a mere visionary. Sheshbazzar 
regarded her as a young vine among the 

4 

rocks of the Dead Sea, whose grapes are em- 
bittered by the bitumen of the soil; and he 
hoped, by transplanting and pruning, to dis- 
place its poisonous juices. But the difficulty 
was, to convince her, that even her virtues 
were like the grapes of Gomorrah, unfit to be 
presented ‘‘ before the Lord, in the waive- 
ofTering of the first fruits,'’ or to be mingVxl in 
the drink-offering. ” They were, indeed, 
so ; for, like the vines of Gomorrah, she bore 
fruit to lierself, not to the glory of God. Her 
morality was liigh-toned ; 'out only oecanse 
she reckoned immorality beneath th,<^ dignity 
of female character. H(t tast(‘ w,as simple ; 



riUKriPJ.KS a’Talyzed. o5 

but only because sliC" deemed ibllies unwortby 
ol^ her talents. Her sy^iipathics were prompt 
and tender; but tliey were indulged more for 
•the luxury of deep emotion, tlinn for the sake 
of doing good. WJiat became her — as a wo- 
man, and a woman wJiom Slieshbaz/ar reck- 
• 

oned one of a thousand,'’ was both the 
reason and the rule of Ijer excellencies. She 
never prayed for grace to sanctify or sustain 
lier character : and as her tastes and pursuits 
were far above even the comprehension, as 
well as the level, of ordinary minds, Racliel 
never suspected that her heart was not 
righVwitli God.” The Elders of the city had, 
indeed, often told her so in plain terms, made 
plainer by tlic sliaking of tlieir fioary heads : 
but, although she was too gentle to repel 
tl|^c clfhrge, slie •only pitjed their prejudices. 
Shesliba/zar, as she imagined, thotight very 
difiercntly, of ^ler ; smile was set 

• gainst their insinuations. He perceived 
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this mistake, and pro(.\eeded to eoirect it. 
He had borne witli it long, in liupe tnat 
it would gradually correct itself. He had 
made allowances, and exercised patience, and 
kept-silence on the subject, until his treatment 
of Rachel began to be reckoned weakness, and 

I 

not wisdom, by his best friends. His plan 
had been to bear aloft his young eaglet upon 
liis own mighty wings, until she breathed the 
air of spirits, and bathed in tlic light of eter- 
nity ; and tlien to throw her off upon tlic 
strength of her owm pinions, that slic might, 
whilst he hovered near to intercept a sudden 
fall, soar higher in tliC empyrean of glory.i and 
come down “ changed into tlie same image,’* 
and humbled by the “exceeding weight” of 
that glory. But the experiment ^failed : slie 
descended mortified because* of her weakness, 

*' ' I 

not hrimWed because of her unworthincss. He 
resolved, therefore, 

t 

“ To change his hiirid, ;ind check her pride." 
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^ Racliel,” said Slieslibazzar, “ the first day 
oT vintage is near at Iiand, and there is but 
little fruit on inv vines : could we not send jto 

• M 

tlie Dead Sea for grapes of Goinorrali, and 
present tliern before the Lord, ‘ as a waive- 
offering, and pour them* out as a drink-offer- 
ing?”’ 

Rachel was surprised at the question ; for 
it was put scjemnly, and betrayed no symptom 
^)f ii ony. 

Grapes of Gomorrah ! ” Rachel exclaimed ; 
‘‘ ask rather, if strange fire, or a torn lamb, 
may be safely presented jat the altar of Jeho- 
vah ? But Sheshbaziar mocketh his hand- 
•maid. The curse is upon all the ground of the 
cities of tlioi plain ; and Aaoreover, ^the grapes 
of Gorimrrah areas bitter *as they are beauti- 
ful* Even tlic wild goats turn away from tlie 
« 

vfneS of Sodom^ What does n\y fiitlicr mean ? 

*. • 

ddie form of thy countenance clianged ! Like 
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tlie spies, I will go to Eshcol or Enged’ for 
clusU'i's to present before the Lord; for the 
L^rd our God is djcalovs God.” 

“ True, luy daugliter,” said Sheslibazzar ; 
“ and if it would be sacrilege to present the 
grapes of Gomorrah in the waive-offering, bc;- 
cause they grow on the land of the curse, and 
have imbibed its bitterness; how must a jea- 
lous and holy God reject the homage of a 
proud spii it ! The fruits of that spirit dravv 
their juices from a soil more deeply cursed 
than the Asphaltic, — and of which ' Gomor- 
rah, when ill flames, was but a feeble em- 
blem.” 

But, ?>heshbazzar,” said Raclu l, “ tO' 

whom does tliis apply? Not to'^your spirit; 

for it is a veiled seraph, lowhest in itsflf when 

loftiest m its adoring contemplations.’ And 

my spirit — is too weak to be proud. 1’ feel 
« ( 

myself a mere atom amidst infinity. 1 feel less 
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tluyi notliing-, when I realize the Infinite Spiiit 
of the universe.” 

“ Jt is well, iny dau^liter; but what do you 
wlien you realize Him as the Holy One 
wlio inhabiteth eternity ? Hachel ! I never 
heard you exclain^, God be merciful to me a 
sinner! You have called yourself an aton^ in 
the universe — an insect in (he solar blaze — an 
imperfect gnape on the vine of biung- : any 
lliin^, but a sinner. Tt was not tlius that 
Abraham, and Job, and Isaiah, felt before 
the Lord* It is not thus that I feel. You 
think 'me like the grapes #of Bibmali and En- 
gedi, ripe for tlie service of tlie heavenly 
<cmple. All, my daughter! nothing but ‘ the 

blood of tlie everlasting covenant ’ keeps me 

« 

from despair; ancl there is notliing else be- 
tween y^ou and Tophet.” 

Uatihel trembled. She had nev^er marked 
the humility of the Patriarchs, nor paused to 
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consider vvliat the soul and sin must be — >*^ee- 
ing they required sueli an atonement. She 
retired weeping; and, for the Jjrst time, re- 
treated into her closet to pray for mercy 


However the first "discoveries of the beauty of 
holiness may be made, and whatever may be 
the first motives which induce any one to de- 
sire to follow holiness, neither its nature nor 
its necessity are rightly understood, until both 
the atoning sacrifice of Christ and the sanctify- 
ing grace of tlie Holy Spirit arc duly con- 
sidered. Until we look to the blood of the 
Lamb and othe sanctification of tlic Spirit, aS' 
the only Way of acquiring that holiness which 

constitutes meetness for heayen, no mqral sen- 
« 

timents, however pure, and no sense ‘of the 
beauty of virtue, however delicate, amount to 
“a clean heart” or a right spirit’' towards 
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Og. 1. She who carries her inquiries after tlie 
principles of true holiness no farther than just, 
^jrouiul the circle of its duties, and o^er the 
surface of its proprieties, ill deserves the high 
privilege of j)ossessing a Rihle, and has no 
right to call herself a Christian. 

It is, indeed, both proper and necessary to 
sit at the feet of Jesus on the Mount of Olives, 
learning morality from liis precepts : but it is 
Equally essential to sit at his feet in Gethsc- 
mane, where he trod the wine-p4’css of the 
wrath of God ; and on Mount Calvary, where 

I 

he m<vle liis soul an ofFe/ing for sin ; learning 
there, also, the real evil of sin, and the infinite 
expense at which it is pardoned *and taken 
away. 

In saying this, > do not, forget nor under* 

<0 • 

value the sweet influence which holv exam^de 
exerts over ^some gently and ingenuous spirits. 
Tl^ Shunamitc is not the only woman wliose 
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attention and g^ood will to f)i('ty Iiave Ixen 
conciliated, in the first instance, by tlie weight 
and worth of a ministerial character like Eli- 
sha’s. Day after day, slie saw the propliet 
moving about in Ids sphere of public duty, 
like a commissioned angel, witl) equal meek- 
ness and patience; happy in his work, and 
transparent in all his character: and this con- 
trast between Elisha and In’relings, led her 
to cultivate his friendship. “ She said unto 
her liusband, Eehold now, I perceive that 
this is an holy man of God, whicli passoth by 
us continually : let I'lS make a little chamber 
on the wall, I pray thee ; and set tliere for him 
abed, and a table, and a stool, and a candle- 
stick.” 

In like manner, tlie lovely character of ex- 
emplary parents and friends, has often sug~ 
gested the first idea of the beauty of holiness, 
and excited the first desire to he holy. The 
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siiLple retleotioii, “ I slioulci so like to re- 
senible them,” lias not uiifrequently led to 
jmitation. But imitation, whenever it has been 
attempted on a large scale, has soon compelled 
to an examination of the secret springs of emi- 
nent liulincss. 11ic wa*nt of success, or the 
waywardness of some temj)cr, makes the 
young candidate })ause and ask, why she could 
not equal lier models, nor realize her own 
wishes. She expected to be as much a he- 
roine in practice and perseverance, as she felt 
lierself to be in theory. She took for granted, 

i 

that ^he lead only to resolve and try, in order 
to be as good, as amiable, as holy, and happy 
in religion, as the friends she adtnired most; 
but tlie fonfl aspirant after high moral excel- 
ience, soon found lOut that it was not so easdy 
attained as slie imagined, and that she herself 
was not so str^ng in principle *as she sup- 
j;)^sed . 
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This discovery is always the result of hoicst 
endeavours to be very like very lovely Chris- 
tia’ns. flit is, however, a most important dis; 
covery. It may stop cflbrt for a time, and 
even discourage hope not a little; but it leads 
to such an observation of the principles and 
motives of those we have failed to copy, as 
soon explains our failure. The discovery of 
our own weakness is followed by' a discovery 
of the secret of their strength and success. We’ 
cease to wonder, (however we may continue 
to weep,) that we made so little progress, when 
we resolved to be as g-ood as the best ; fpr we 
both resolved and tried in our own strength ; 
or with such' a vague reference to the grace of 
God for help, that success was im*possible. It 
could not be otherwise, wiiilst the cross of 
Christ was to us only a solemn fact in sacred 
liistory, and tlie work of (ne Holy Spirit 
merely a cardinal article of the creed. Not in 
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tlj’s tame form did these great trutlis stand 
(we saw !) before the minds of tliose we ad- 
n)ired and wished to resemble. We^ disco- 
vered that the Cross and Grace were tlie only 
pillars on wliich their hopes rested ; the very 
poles upon which th(?ir habits and spirits 
turned ; the very source and centre of all their 
religion and morality. This, we saw, made 
the ditTerente between them and us. 

These are invaluable lessons in experience, 
whether acquired in this way, or by some 
other process. They are, however, incom- 
plete* lesions, whilst they only lead us to per- 
fect our theoloyy, by bringing it up to tlie 
standard of eminent Christians. 4t is, indeed, 
well to tal«e care that *both tlie* Cross and 
Grace Jiave all tt^at prominence in our creed 

which* they hold in their creed. It is wise to 

• ^ • 

mar'k minutely •how they glory hi the Cross, 

• • 

ajid depend on the Spirit, at every step and 
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stifle of their piety. It is, however, 
possible to embrace the faith of the saints, be- 
ca^Jse it is iheir faitli, without embracing* it for 
their chief reasons. They glory only in the 
cross of Christ because they are sinners. This 
is their first and chief reason for believing as 
they do. 

I pray your attention to this fact. Your 
pious friends are not, indeed, uninfluenced by 
other considerations than their own sinfulness,, 
in thus making the Atonement all and all,*' 
as the ground of their hope. They are much 
influenced by the example of the great 'cloud 
of witnesses around the throne ; all of whom 
washed thei.” robes and made them white in 
the blood df the Lamb : by the exa.mple of the 
innumerable company of angels; all of whom 
also look into the sufferings of Christ with un- 
tiring wonder and intense admiration : and 
especially by the example of the Father, who 
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tho Cross the g’io/y of his worul go- 
vernment ; and of the*I}oIy Gliost, who con^ 
hncs Jiis agency to the exliibition and a]>plit‘a- 
fiun of the things of Christ, for the glory of 
Christ. All these considerations are botli 
load-stars and leading-sitars, to bring and bind 
tlie confidence of your friends to the Lamb of 
God. They often lielp their faith, by remem- 
bering liowi the noble army of martyrs sliook 
the flames and tlie scaffold with the shout, 
“None but Christ!’' and by listening to the 
New Song, as it swells for ever louder from all 
the IJarps of heaven. liven the historic truth 
and the moral triumphs of the doctrine of the 

o 

Cross, have no small influence iw confirming 
tlie faith of^he saints in the sacrifice of Christ. 
They ^re glad, tqp, that the wisdom of philo- 
sophy* is foolishness, and the inspiration of 
poefry tameness, compared with Ihe sublimity 
and elorv of the Cross. 
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Still, wliilst all these considerations h^?ve 
much weight with intelligent and devoted 
ClfVisti^ns, tliey are most influenced by a deep 
sense of their own personal guilt and danger. 
They feel their need of sucli a Saviour as 
the Lamb of God. They not only see tliat 
there is nothing but the blood of Christ to 
cleanse from sin : they see also that notliing 
else could cleanse them from their •sins. 

Now, I need hardly say to you tliat the 
Christians you admire most, were not greater 
sinners, before their conversion, than others. 
In general, they had /:|uite as fair a cha‘?acter 
as their neighbours, so far as morals were con- 
cerned. They were not, therefore, driven into 
their deep* self-condemnation, noc into their 
fear of perishing, by having been worse than 
others. How, then, came they to think, and 
feel, and act towards the Saviour, just as if 
they had been the very chief of sinners ? You 
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ku#w tlhit tliey are not pretending, when they 
adapt liumiliating confessions, nor wlien they 
Ipok witli streaming eyes and bleeding •liearts 
to the Cross. The real secret is this : they 
know their own hearts; Avatch their own con- 
sciences; test their own spirits; and thus see 
and feel their natural alienation from God 
What pains, humbles, and alarms them chiefly 
is, the awffll want of love to God, which 
^narked their early history ; and the sad weak- 
ness of their love to Him, since they believed 
that ‘‘God is Love.’’ Hence, they can hardly 
cohccjve how their ingratitude and insensibi- 
lity^ can either be forgiven or removed. Even 
•with all the glories and grace of the Cross be- 
fore them, tlftjy find no small difficulty in try- 

# 

ing to. hope for tlteir own salvation : because 
neither that salvation itself, nor the amazing 
sacrifice at^wliicl* it was provided, fias such an 
influence over them, as they know it oughCto 



70 


A DAyGIlTEW/s 


liave. Thus they find causes of fear or Lus- 
j>icion, even in the very grounds of hope; be- 
cause those grounds do not afiect and interest 
them more fully. It is, therefore, their sins 
against the Cross, quite as much as the sins 
which made the sacrifice of the Cross neces- 
sary, that makes them feel so self-condemned. 
They 'see enougli, and more tlian enough, to 
condemn them, in the way tliey ‘have treated 
the Atonement made to save them. Thus, 
there is neither pretence nor parade in their 
humility. Tliey do — cling to the Cross, not 
only because they W*[sh to be holy, bu‘ also 
because they are conscious that they deserve 
the wrath to come. They glory in it, not 
merely that they may be sanctified, soul, body, 
and spirit; but also that they may be plucked 
as brands from the burning. The peril of pe- 
rishing, as well as the love of holiness, influ- 
ences both their conduct and spirit. 



ritixc’iPiis .^NAJ.vzrn. 7 1 

Now, niilc'i^s these lu’ your reasons for giv- 
ing the Cross a Ijiuher place in your esteem 
than it Ijad at first, you cannot liave like 
precious faith ” in it with your pious friends ; 
nor can it liave all that holy influence upon 
you wliiclj it has upon them. You must trust 
it as a sinner, if you would have it trans- 
form you into a saint. You must flee to it as 
the only reflige of the Lost, as well as the 
f)nly remedy of tlie unholy. 

You see this, I hope. I am quite sure you 
will consider it. It may not be altogetlier 
pleasant 01 plain to you jft tlie first; but you 
have already thouglit so mucli about Christ, 
hud that too for a holy purpose, that^ou cannot 
stop now. rour sense of duty, and your desire 
to be truly pious, ate too strong, to allow you 
to halt half-way between Sinai and Calvary, 
i w ill, therefore, suppose^ at once, that even this 
ni^it you will retire to your closet, and bow 
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down before God, as a penitent, and not mtirely 
as a candidate for immortality; as a sinner, 
iTecdiift^ deliverance from the wrath to comt^, 
and not merely as an imperfect being, needing 
only improvement. Remember! — there are 
none in heaven, but *thosc who came to the 
Mercy-scat, in this spirit, and for this purpose. 
This is, also, the very spirit of all those on 
earth, whose piety you most admifV^ 

Now, I should not at all wonder (however 
much you may) if, on taking this view of your 
own case, you find yourself led into self-ab- 
horrence and self-abhsement, as well a? into 
self-condemnation. It would not surptise me 
in the least, to hear yon cry, Behold, I am 
vile : unclean, unclean ; God be^ merciful to 
ijLie a sinner!” Nay; 1 sKndd not Ix'.much 

, f 

startled, even if you were so alarmed, at first, 
by the discovery of your own alienation from 
God, as to be unable for a time, to hope or 
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ing^y, you deem it better, as you really wish 
to serve hiuj, to take sweet and soothing views 
oT liis cliaracter ; to dwell cliiefly up^n I>is 
love and mercy ; to realize God as a Fatlier, 
and to rely upon Him as a Friend. And, in 
one sense, you are right^in judging thus. In- 
deed, it is to this lovely view of the Divine 
character 1 want to bring and bind all your 
tliouglits anid afFectioiis. Nothing is further 
,lroin my intention, than terrifying you at the 
God with whom you have to do. I would teach 
you lo lay your head upon His knee — yea, to 
lean |t upon his bosom — as calmly, and as con- 
fidingl^and as cheerfully, as ever you hung 
upon a father’s neck, or reclined •upon a mo- 
ther’s bosoi^., It is not* your plefising ideas 
of God I want tp interfere wdth. I am not 
leatling you to question the truth of them ; 
but to question* your own rigfit (5r warrant to 
tf^ke such vie\rs of God, whflst your views of 


n ;i 
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the Saviour are so imperfect. No\v, they are 
very imperfect, if you see and seek in His 
merits nothing more than weights to turn the 
scale of mercy in your favour ; or to make up 
the defects of your own obedience. This is 
not making Christ “ all and all” in salvation. 
This is not glorying in the Cross only. This 
is making Christ but half a Saviour ! 

You may not intend this ; nor yet be aware, 
exactly, that such views of the Lamb of God 
do not warrant confidence in the love, nor 
hope in the mercy, of God. Such views, how- 
ever, do not warrant® either. They are j^etter 
than Socinian views, which embrace j^othing 
but the exa^mple of Christ ; and better than 
legal principles, which look for mercy as the 
reward of good works, indepfjndently of, Christ. 
1 readily allow this, and even wish you to 
attach very great importance to the great dif- 
ference which thus exists between your creed 
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and Socinianism. You regard the Saviour as 
God manifest in the fles*Ii, and his death as a 
real sacrifice for sin. You wonder hq^v aiTy 
one can pretend to believe the Bible, and yet 
deny the Divinity and atonement of Christ. 
You feel, that were ycAi to treat Christ as 
merely a good man and*a great martyr, you 
would have no scriptural right or warrant to 
regard God^s a Father, or even to hope in His 
•mercy. So, then, there are some views of 
Christ so low, and so unlike the Bible, that 
you yourself would not venture to hope, if you 
held jhem. At least, you see clearly that they 
do not go far enough to justify hope in God. 

Now, we shall come to tlie point of my ar- 
gument with* you. 1 have chcerfufly allowed, 

that both your opyiion of dhrist, and your de- 

• * * 

pendence upon him, go much farther than So- 

cinianism or Le^’alism ; but the efuestion is, — 

• • 

Dg) they go far enough to warrant you to take 
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those encouraging views of God wliich, you 
say, are essentiaJ, if you would either love oi 
s?rve Mm well ? Now, you yourself will allow, 
that if your dependence upon Christ come as 
far short of the degree in which Paul and the 
first Christians depended on Him, as Socini- 
anism comes short of what you believe, then 
you too are wrong, and reckoning without 
your host, whilst taking for granted that you 
are welcome to hope as much as you like in 
God. Why are you not as much afraid to dif- 
fer from Paul, as you would be to agree with 
Priestley ? Weigh this question ; for ll|ere is 
almost as great a difference between your de- 
pendence a?id Paufs, as there is between your 
opinion arid Priestley’s. You m^y not have 
intended, nor even suspected, this ; but it is 
true. Yes ; and the contrast is not between 
you and Paal only : it is betv^een you and all 
the dead in Christ. Your song of redemption 
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is iiot the “ New Song” of the Redeemed in 
heaven. Your heart is not in unison with the 
l^grps before the throne, whilst you can.speifk 
or think about the blood of the Lamb as a 
balance for your defects and imperfections. 
There is no sucli sentiment in the oracles of 
God on earth, or in the lips of saints in heaven. 
There, all tlie glory of salvation is ascribed to 
the Lamb sltiin. 

Now, it is this sense of debt to the Atone- 
ment, and this degree of dependence upon 
Christ, that 1 want you to cultivate as your 
warrant and welcome tef fill your whole soul 
^ith all the fulness” of God's paternal love 
’ and tenderness. But neither tliis sense of 
debt, nor tins exclusive dependence, can ever 
be feL, whilst yofi avoid to think of God a 
the LIVING God : and this — you do ! 

Are yoi^ surprised at this charge ? Do you 
sfispect tliat I attach any mystical meaning to 
the tfcrijitural expression, V the Living God?” 
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I do not. 1 mean notliing more by it, in^ re- 
gard to all tlie, perfections of the Divine cha- 
racter, “ than you mean in regard to some of 
them. I think them all equally alive and 
lively : but you do not. You do not, indeed, 
think the justice of (jlod dead ; nor the holi- 
ness of God dead ; nor the jealousy of God 
dead. You revolt at the bare idea, and feel it 
to be vulgar, if not profirne, to use the word 
“ dead” in any connexion with God. I anV 
glad you feel thus afraid of the word : let your 
fear extend also to the thing. 

Look, then, at all that you mean by the^word 
“ living,” when you connect it with the Lqve, 
the Mercy, or the Grace of God. There, you 
give it a wide and warm meaning*. The ever- 
qnduring life and livelines^^ of these lovely 
perfections, you believe and admire. Were 
they dead — ^all your hopes 'would die too. 
And well they inight ! A God without lo’*e 
or mercy, would be as useless to us rs a dead 
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or dumb idol: for as He would do nothing for 
us, it would be the same to us as if He could 
do nothing for us. 

I keep as fast hold, you see, as you can, 
upon all that you admire in the Divine cha- 

racter. 1 am equally afraid with yourself (in- 

» 

deed, I can as little afford as you) to lose sight 
of even one ray of His infinite love. Like you, 
I rejoice with Joy unspeakable, tliat it livcth, 
*and abideth for ever, in all the lustre and 
warmth of its original glory. But then — so 
does also the holiness, tlie justice, tlie integrity 
of Gfid ! These, too, are* without variableness 
or ^tlie shadow of turning. But you do not 
rejoice in them. You are even afraid of them. 

9 * * 

You do not allow yourself to exclude them 
from tbe charactei* of God, nor to treat ther^ 
as if the^ were dead : but their life is ^ot 
much connected with ypur hopes. You do not 
csfre to look often at the Holiness and Justice 
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of God, as they live and move and have tneir 
being in the Gospel. 

Noiv, this is what I meant, when I chargeA 
you with avoiding to think of God as the 
living God. You do not think him as much 
alive to the glory of his justice and holiness, as 
to the glory of his grace and mercy : and the 
consequence is, — you do not feel all a sinner’s 
need of tlie blood of Clirist, holiness and 
justice had, however, quite as much to do with 
the Atonement, and it with them, as love or 
mercy had, or they vvith it : and just because 
you have to do with ‘both, and both with you. 
Think of this ! 

And now, just suppose for a moment, that 

you had to deal only with the strict justice and 

•*he perfect holiness of Jehbvah : how, (n that 

case, would you use the blood of Atonement ? ' 
< * ' 

What stress would you lay upoq it, if you 

I, 

kqew nothing about any love or mercy iV^it 
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jusf what implied ? Would you, then, em- 
ploy it only as a weigh! to turn the scale in 
favour of your soul and your services^ jCo 
you not see, yea, feel, through all your spirit, 
that you would require to plead the merits of 
the Atonement, even inf order to be allowed 
to serve God? Yes, in order to be permitted 
to serve Him at all ! 

We think* it a very great thing indeed wlien 
•we are willing to serve God at all; and thus 
we are ready to take for granted, that he must 
he well pleased whenever we really try to serve 
him.^ And, in one sense^ all this is very true. 
But, how came any one to be willing to serve 
God acceptably ? How came God to be will- 
ing to accepi any service "from fallen man on 
earth ? This does pot take place in hell. Fallen 
angels* are neither made willing, nor allowed to 
serve God. Why ? No atone*meTit opened a 
n^‘w and living way to God %r them. Christ 
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took not upon liim (heir sins nor their natrre 
and tlierefore they would not be permitted to 
the service of God, even if they were in- 
clined, which tliey are not. 

Here, then, is the point at which you should 
begin to re-study youi own need of the Atone- 
ment. You want it first to warrant you even 
to speak unto God in prayer, about either your 
own salvation or His service. Fo”, what right 
have you or any one to pray for mercy, or to 
offer yourself as His servant? Not the sha- 
dow of a right, from what you are, nor from 
what you can do. H,ad not Clirist taken upon 
him your nature and your doom, as a fallen 
creature, you durst no more have prayed, or 
served, than fallen angels dare. -You owe all 
the opportunity yoii have, and all the inclina- 
tion you feel, entirely to His sacrifice. i3ut 
for it, there would liave been no more means 
or aids of grace on earth, than there is in hell 
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’'"on really must not allow yourself to be led 
away from a full sight aild sense of your need 
of Christ, by the circumstances of the worhL 
You see, indeed, something as natural and re- 
gular in the means of grace, as if Christianity 
were the religion of Nature ; for the Gos- 
pel takes little children* into the school of 
Christ, and makes as much use of all that 
creation or providence affords to illustrate sal- 
vation, as of ^11 that heaven and eternity fur- 
nish to commend it. This is, indeed, a world 
almost as full of the goodness and glory of 
God^ as if it were neither a rebel nor a fallen 
world. The system of religious means and 
motives, which is around you, is fJso as much 
adapted to t^ie faculties and condititm of men, 
as we could well .imagine a system of mental 
discipline or moral government to be, to angels 

or a newly mad^ world of human beings ; for 

• • 

ii touches man at every punt of his nature, 
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circumstances, and time. But all this, instead 
of being allowed to lifde from you the real or 
full place which Christ holds in the eco- 
nomy of human affairs, should illuminate that 
place, and make him appear ‘‘ all and all in 
the whole array of tenfporal, intellectual, social, 
moral, and providential good, whicli beams and 
breathes around you. For it is all here, just 
because, and only because. He kept or brought 
it here by his Mediation on our, behalf. But. 
for that, all temporal blessings would have 
been as much withdrawn from the earth, as 
they arc from hell ; ajod our world would have 
been as destitute of means or motives to be 
religious, as, is the prison of fallen angels. It 
is not, thei^fore, your actual sins only, nor- the 
plagues of your heart alone^ that create your 
absolute and equal need of a Saviour, in* com- 
mon with the w‘orsl. You are”one of a fallen 
and guilty race ; 'one of an apostate and in]- 
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pure family ; and one of them by your own 
acts and inclinations, as well as by descent and 
inheritance. You have, tlierefore, no personal 
right to cherisli tlie shadow of a hope, hor to 
ofFer a prayer or a service unto God. You 
owe it entirely to the Atonement, that you are 
allowed to worship or bow down before Jeho- 
vah, either as a suppliant or as a servant. Do 
not lose sight, therefore, of your own condi- 
tion, by looking round upon characters inferior 
*to yourself. Many, alas, are far inferior both 
in their habits and spirit; but still, you are 
not so much above the worst of either sex, as 
you ^re beneath the standard of both the 
Dianne image and law. Besides, what is it to 

'you, whatever others are ? You are guilty 
• • 
and unholy in your own wa^ and degree : and 

for no guilt, deflect, vanify, folly, or evil, f'S 

heart or_ character, is there any remedy or 

remission, J3ut in tlie Wood of the Lamb. 
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The following Allegory will, perhaps, illus- 
trate this Essay. In all but her dilemma, I 
commend Miriam to your imitation. Alas, 
she d^d not convert Jared. 

Jared and Miriam sat together by ‘‘ tlie 
waters of Shiloah that go softly.’’ The setting 
sun flushed the calm rivulet as it flowed on 
towards the reservoir of the temple. 

“ There, Jared,” said Miriam, “ is an em- 
blem of my church. The Jordan discharges 
itself into the Dead Sea; but the waters of 
Shiloah terminate in the Temple of God. Oh ! 
that we, like the fountains of this sacred stream, 
mingling their waters, could unite in senti- 
ment, and thus flow calmly on to the heavenly 
temple of God and the Lamb. But as I can- 

*’ u 

not return to Judaism, and you will not quit 

't — we can never be ‘ one spirit.’ ” 

Miriam, my own Miriam ! you must return 
0 ’ </ 

to the God of our father". Know y.ou not that 
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the ‘ ANATHEMA mauanatha’ of the Sanliedrim 
will be pronounced on you, from the chair of 
Moses, at the next new moon ? Surely you 
yill not, by obstinacy, incur tlie ^reat crxcoiiT- 
niunication of tlie sanctuary. Wliy should 
you imagine yourself wiser than the elders of 
Judah? Let me lead you back to ‘ the horns 
of the altar,’ to ratify your vows to God and 
to me.” 

“ Jared !* said Miriam, solemnly and firmly, 
the great excommunication of the Sanhedrim 
will sound to me as did the threatenings of 
Sennacherib, King of Assyria, to Hezckiah ; — 
as ‘ faging waves of the*sca, foaming out their 
ov^n shame.’ I shall pity the Boanergeses, 
and despise their thunders. And as to my 
vows unto you, they are inviolate; although 
their fulfilment is*dclayed, by circumstances, J 

have no wish to retract my betrothment : and 

. • •... 

if 1 had, J know noV that Christianity would 

Unction the breach.” 
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“ The blessing of the God of Jacob be on 
you for this assurance, Miriam! but I cannot 
think well of your liardihood ; it is not the 
heroisifn it seems to be.” 

No, Jared; nor is it the /hoZ-hardiness 
which you would insinuate! But, forgive me; 
I will not take offence. You mistake my new 
motives, and thus misunderstand my new 
character. I, however, cling to the cross of 
Christ, as if nailed to it, because r see nothing 
else between me and hell. My guilty and un-' 
holy soul can only be pardoned or purified by 
the blood of the Lamb of God ; and, therefore, 
by that fountain I must — I will abide, even if, 
like Abel, my own blood should crimson the 
Aceldama.’' 

“ Miriam ! you amaze and confound me. 
This is absolute raving. A priestess of AeoLLo 
could not be more extravagant when rushing 
from the Tripod . Youii (juilhj and uidtoly soul^ 
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Miriam! How can you thus asperse your 
own pure nature and cliafacter? \our soul is 
pure as the snow upon the loftiest summjts of 
Lebanon; — at least, its only taint is heresy; 
and that stain will soon be effaced by ‘ tlie 
waters of purification/ m the temple. Only 
quit the CHRISTIANS, and*J shall soon rejoice 
over you, as in the days of old; singing this 
song to the Jiarp of Judah, ‘Though ye have 
l^in among the pots, yet shall ye be as the 
wings of a dove covered with silver, and her 
feathers with yellow gold. Selah !’ You, 
Miriam, unholy ! It is jis if the dew of the 
morning were to charge itself with impurity/^ 

“ Jared, and could the dew, even on Her- 
mon, speak, it would acknowledge that it was 
formed^ from earthjy exhalations, and derived 
its purity from the heavens. And as to your 

song of triumph,*you will nevei^ he warranted, 

• • 

if^I quit the cross, to sing i« over me; ‘the 
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witigs of a dove’ are not given to tlie soiil*that 
it may ‘ flee away’ from Calvary. No; and 
*were< my wings like those of the seraphim, 
^ full of eyes,’ their starry radiance would soon 
be extinguished, like the glories of Lucifer, 
were 1 to cease frdm following the Lamb. 
But, Jared, you think lightly of sin; you do 
not see its evil, nor feel its malignity. You 
regard nothing as svi, but immo^ialtty ; and 
nothing as corj'vption, but vice ; and, because 
my character is as unimpeachable as you 
suppose, you suspect me of feigned humility 
and extravagant peiutence. These be far from 
me ! I would that I were more humble and 

contrite ; but always rationally — scripturally 

»» 

so. 

“ Well, Miriam, what do^you mean bj sin ? 
You surely do not imagine that your buoyant 

I . ' > 

spirits and' natural sprightlihess are criminal. 
And as you ha'/e always honoured your 
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renti, and kept the law from your youth up- 
ward, what have you to repent of? Your only 

sin has been against me ; and you persist ^in it 

$ 

by delaying* our marriag*e. I wish you would 
repent of this sin ; and as John the Baptist 
said, ‘ bring* forth fruits nftet for repentance.’^’ 
‘‘Jared, be serious; niy* repentance towards 
God has no small or slight connexion with 
you. Until of late, I loved you more than 
Goi). This melancholy fact weighs heavily on 
my conscience.” 

“ Thitil of late ! And of late, then, Miriam, 
you have conquered the haJ)it of loving me. Is 
this what I am to understand?” 

, “ No ! Jared ; nor have you the ihadow of a 
reason to suspect it. I, indeed, love •God more 
than formerly, •but 1 do not fovc you Jess than 
usual. * I feel more solicitude — tender, intense 

solicitude* in ycflir behalf, thah dver. And, 

• • 

you would not have»me to love you 
more than God 
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“ Certainly not: that be far from me,f> Mi- 
riam!” 

4nd yet, Jared, you, alas ! love me far 
more tlian you love God ; and is not that sin- 
ful and symptomatic of an unholy heart? You 
could not, indeed, loTe God more by loving me 
less ; but supreme /ove to Him would regulate 
your love to me without at all lessening its 
cordiality. Oh, consider liow wo. have alien- 
ated our hearts from God hitherto! We lived 
as if Jehovah had no claims upon our affec- 
tion, or only such claims as the ceremonial law 
could satisfy. I appeal to your own consci- 
ence ! How often, even while engaged in the 
duties of religion, ‘ God was not in all ou*- 
thoughts:’ We went to the Temple and the 
Synagogue to meet each vothev on the Sab- 
bath, and while our lips joined in the songs of 
Zion, our thoughts centred in ourselves. We 
regularly witnesr.ed the sacrifices on the great 
day or ATONEMENT ; blit our minds were 
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wholly taken up willi the sublime music of 
the silver truiiipets, and*tlie simple majesty of 

the Levitical processions around the ^oldcir 

« 

altars. We partook of the passover for the 
mere pleasure of eating togetlier. Often have 
we sat under this palnf-tree while the priests 
were drawing water from* the fountains of Shi- 
loah, and ‘ pouring it out before the Lord;' but 
we marked •only their picturesque beauty, and 
»felt only the, transport of enjoying the scene 
together. And at the hours of the morning and 
evening sacrifice, while we repeated the pray- 
ers, we did not ‘ pray iij the spirit.' Jared ! 
we lived for each other — not for the glory of 
God. This is the r/uilt which li#s heavily on 
my conscierkce ; tliese are some of^the melan- 
choly facts viliich^convince* me that my soul is 
natuftilly unholy ; and so is your soul/* 

W^l, Miriam, suppose !• gr^nt ail*this; 
see ye nof what the concession involves? No- 

K 
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thing less than the duty of your rcturnwio 
Judaism ; for if you ate guilty by not honour- 
’*^.g th^ sacrifices sufficiently, how great must 
your guilt become by neglecting and renounc- 
ing them entirely ! You are caught — you 
are completely entangled in your own net, 
Miriam ! ” 

Ah, Jared, I had hoped, from the serious- 
ness with which you listened to my confes- 
sions, tliat you were joining in them for your- 
self. I am disappointed ; but, notwithstand- 
ing, I will answer you. I am not at all in- 
volved in deeper guilt by neglecting the sacri- 
fices. They never w^ere a real, but a typical 
atonement for sin ; and, now that the Lamb of 
God is slain for the sin of the worl(J, to honour 
them would be to dishonour Him. ^ On my own 
principles, therefore, a return from the glorious 
substance tq the shadows of ’t, woulG render 
my guilt Unpardonable. Besides, were it safe 
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to return, what a loss of enjoyment I should 
sustain ! The transition»from the cross to your 
altars again, would be to me as Mount Morialt 
would be to Abraham, now that he has spent 
ages in Paradise ; as the clo?itl on Sinai would 
be to Moses, now tliat^he has communed with 
Jehovah ‘ in light full of^lory as tlie wilder- 
ness to the whole church of the first-born in 
heaven, notv that they are without spot before 
the throne of God and of the Lamb. I do not 
affect what I do not feel ; those spirits of just 
men made perfect would lose only a part of 
then’ bliss by exchanging worlds; but were 1 
to exchange the cross for the altar, all my 
happiness would change into ‘ a fearful looking 
for of judgimient and fiery indigiiAtion.’ For, 
if ‘ he that%desf^ised Moi>es’ law died without 
mer(?y, of how much sorer punishment, sup- 
pose shali he be thought , worthy* who 
hath tro3deii underfoot th^ Son of God, and 
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counted the blood of the covenant an unholy 
thing ? ^ ” 

‘ Your reasonings would be powerful, Miriam, 
and your solemn conclusions just, were your 
premises true. But a truce to this theological 
warfare ; it would suit Sanhedrim of Rabbins 
l^^tter tlian it does a young man and a maiden 
of Israel, under the shade of a palm-tree, on 
the banks of Sliiloali. It was not exactly thus 
that Jacob and Rachel reasoned amongst ‘ the , 
green pastures,’ and by ‘ the still waters ’ of 
Padanaram.” 

But it is thus they reason now^ Jared, 
wlicre ‘ tlie Laimb himself leads them to living 
fountains of , water ’ in heaven ; and all the 
armies of heaven unite with them* in admir- 
ing and adoring the" Lamb of Gcvl. Besides, 
Rachel had no occasion to reason with Ja'fcob ; 
his h^art was.riglit with God, a^nd his sbul s’afe 
for eternity.” 
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“ Which mine are not / you would say, 
Miriam.” 

“ Which MINE ivere not, Jared, until I was 

0 

reconciled to God, by the cross of Christ. 
Until the love of Christ won iny heart, I was 
utterly unfit for heaven* for I had hardly oi|e 
sentiment or feeling in harmony with the 
joyments or the engagements of Paradise. As 
a matter of, taste, I had, certainly, revelled in 
,the visions of Immoutalii'y, when it was illu- 
minated by the Gospel, before 1 believed that 
Gosj)el. 1 could not resist the poetical attrac- 
tions of the Christian heaven. Its thrones of 

t 

light, crowns of glory, harps of gold, palms of 
victory, and its man?/ mansions ^of bliss, fixed 
my imagination, and elevated i^^y soul. 1 
wished sucl^ an ^ inheritaiA:e of glory. I felt 
that ^ different lieaven would not satisfy m^. 

1 saw,*too, that it was ‘ AUraliam’s bosom’ 
opened; the heaven of the Fathers unveiled. 
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This heightened its fascinations ; hut, at that mo- 
ment, 1 discovered that 1 was utterly unfit for it. 
1 desired a crown of glory, hut felt that 1 could 
not place it at the foot of the Lamh ; — a harj) 
of gold, but not to sing the ‘ Ni:w Song;’ — > 
a palm of victory, but not to wave it in the 
train of Christ ! My. proud lieart revolted at 
the bare idea of such subjection to Him. 1 
said, in my haste. Were all this honour confined 
to Jehovah, the Christian lieaven would be my 
choice ; but to divide the honour, by worship- 
j)ing the Lamb ! — 1 spurned the thought. And 
yet, Jared, I did not feel at ease in doing so. 
I liad misgivings of heart, as well as prejudices ; 
and, in order to calm my fears, 1 was compelled 
to express unto Jehovah my supreme regard 
to his glory, and my sincere veneration of lii 
afithority. These, I said, were my^c/c reasons 
for rejecting tha Gospel. Tli^n I bv-gact to 
strengthen these reasons, by stuoying the 
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J)j\<NK Character; foi still the Christian 
lieaven kept its hold upcii my heart. 1 could 
not forget its scenes and society. I felt as if 
I \vas not right. I tlierefore plunged^ as it were, 
into the coiiternpUition of the Divine character. 
Tiieis’, 1 saw, 1 felt, th^t I could not ‘stand 
before God.’ It Hashed upon me witli all the 
keenness of sensation, that I could not bear to 
see God as^he is! Ilis holiness and justice 
appeared to me like the dark side of the She- 
cliinal pillar to the Egyptians, overwhelming ! 
And yet, it was ‘the IfAtuty of his holiness,’ it 
was the glory of his justice, tliat overwhelmed 
me. I saw not, I felt not, at the time, then 
terrors. One deep, calm, solernij, awful con- 
\iction peiK^trated and pervaded »my whole 
soul; it waSjjhat I could ^lof bear an Etbr- 
Ni’i Y m the presence Jehovah ! I had never^ 
thought^f this i)cfore, but tak^n ^for grafited, 
that, if I*only were *admitted to heaven, all 
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would be right. But when I considered that I 
liad no delight in tli-e character of God, and 
that ,he could not love nor approve this state 
of mind, 1 saw, at a glance, that, while niy 
heart was thus dead to his excellence, I could 
have no communion ♦■with Him, nor with the 
spirits who were alive to it. Then — then, 
Jared, came the inquiry — How can I be recon- 
ciled unto God ? How can I become such a 
character, that He can look upon me, and 1 
upon Him, with complacency, for ever and 
ever ? ” 

“ Go on, Miriam,, this view of the matter is 
almost new to me.’' 

“ To me, Jared, it was altogether new. 
Until the hnmortality brought to light by the 
Gospel, drew my s6ul within the. veil, and con- 
fronted me, in thought, with Jehovah, I hau no 
idea‘'that I vvas'a??/?/ for an eternity of'his* pre- 
sence in heaven for I had never bcfoie paused 



PRINCIPLES ANALYZED. 


105 


to ccrisider, that, when he shall be seen ‘ as he 
is/ tliep the light which r^ivealshim, will reveal 
the evil of sin^ in all its enormity — and * the 
beauties ol’ holiness/ in all their glory. But, 
to see sin thus, and feel its principles within 
me ! to see holiness tlius^ and not feel all its 
principles within me ! woidd render tlie Divine 
presence intolerable. Heaven could not make 
me happy under such circumstances. 

“ Well might the Pro}>het exclaim, ‘ Who 
can stand bel'ore this Holy Lord God ! ’ Jared ! 

‘ J could not stand belbre you, without con- 
fusion of face and heart ioo, were 1 conscious 
of not loving you as I ought. How over- 
y helming then would an eternity ok the Divine 
presence be, without the consciousnesis of entire 
and intense lov^ to jGod ! I ^'elt this — and felt, 
too, that I neither had, nor could produce such 
love to j^im. TSlie necessity (»f ij: was Self- 
evident, buf the acquisition of d seemed impos- 
sible.’ Thus my own shut me o\it 
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of heaven. But, by this process, God was 
‘ shutting me up untb the faith.’ Accordingly, 
the moment 1 saw that, by believing his testi- 
mony concerning Christ, I should be justified 
and adopted, and thus placed under the sancti- 
fying influences of hfs Spirit, I found it impos- 
sible not to love God. My way was then clear : 
and now 1 see clearly how the j)erfectiou of the 
atonement will give eternal peace to the con- 
science, and secure such purity of soul, that ti e 
open vision of God will neither overpower nor 
embarrass the followers of the Lamb.” 

“ Miriam, Paul should have made an excep- 
tion in your favour, and suffered you to speak 
in the ChLich. I will certainly suffer you to 
speak at home, if you are always'thus eloquent. 

1 love eloquence ; ' and althougl I dislike your 
Gospel, as you call it, I will not contradict "you. 
You shall ha^^e your own ^way in religion. 
Can you wish fer more from * a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews ? ’ Mir* m wept ! 



No. III. 

EMBLEMS OF HOT. I NESS. 

It was, indeed, a Poet who compared “ the 
beauties of Holiness” to “ the dew of the morn- 
ing ; ” but tl^e comparison is not a poetical 
license. It is ]^)oetry of the highest order : but 
it is also sober fact. The Harp of Juda breathed 
it in music : but an inspired hand swept the 
strings. David was a Prophet as well as a 
poet; and, therefore, we are both warranted 
and bound to say, when he predicts the 
number or thg beauty of the Churyh, under 
the emblem of jnorning dew,i— The prophecy 
camtt. Hot in old time by tli5 will of man; but 
holy nen’of God. spake as they were mc#ed 
by the HolJ Ghost.” 'Thus i^ was the Eter- 
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nal Spirit who suggested and sanctioned the 
comparison : and as he is both tlie autJior and 
fininher of all true Holiness, we may be quite 
sure that dew is neither a false nor a fanciful 
emblem of its beauty. Besides, splendid as 
Old Testament emblems of Holiness are, they 
are not so splendid as those which occur in 
the New Testament. The Apostles ^o far 
beyond the Prophets, in emblazoning' Holi- 
ness. Tljey assert its suhlimitii, as well as iis 
beauty. “ We all, with open face, beholding 
as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same 'mvAgCf from ylory to (jlory^ even 
as by the Spirit of the Lord/' Thus Paul 
represents growth in grace as growth in glory^; 
or progre:sive sanctification on .fearth as akin 
to progressive glory in heaven Neither the 
evening stars of the Angelic hierarchy, '*|iress-, 
ing upon the spheres of its morning karg; nor 
the General Assembly of Time, rising to the 
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filnttire and strength of the elder spirits of 
Eternky ; nor, iiideetl, ai^y ascent in tlie scale 
of heavenly perfection, could so dazzle *1010, 
or so eclipse the beauty of earthly holiness, 
as to make him ashamed to call its progress, 
a change “ from glory to g^Iory.” He goes even 
farther and higher than* this ; and declares 
that Believers are made “ partakers of a Divine 
nature,” by ihe influence of the great and pre- 
vious promises^. Thus it is, as the Saviour 
said, “ That ivhich Is horn of the Spirit is 
spirit.'’ Both Prophets and Apostles under- 
stood this sublime fact, a«d therefore admired 
and celebrated the beauty of holiness. Paul, 
^‘Specially, saw and pointed out rfie “ loveli- 
ness ” of whatsoever things arc pute. Peter 
also does not 4 iesitate to c^ll female holiness 
an ornament^ which is, in the sight of God, 
of great price. 

It is, therefore, neither wis^^ nor humble to 
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overlook “ the beauties of holiness.” God him- 
self admires them, arid calls them the^ riches 
of the glory of his inheritance in the saints/' 
And the Saviour (who never flatters, senti- 
mentalizes, or compliments) pronounces, not 
only a special benediction upon “ the pure in 
heart,” but says also in unqualified terms, 
“ Herein is my Father glorified^ that ye bear 
much fruit.” Thus the fruits of the Spirit are 
praised for their beauty, as we^.l as enforced 
for their necessity. 

I am fully aware, however, that by bringing 
together these Scriptural views of personal 
holiness, I may startle, if not discourage 
for a moment, some who sincerely desire to b^ 
holy. It ‘haay seem, in this lovely and lofty 
form, an impossible thing in oar own case. 
We may even be ready to exclaim, on casting 
a hurried giance around the circle of our pious 
friends, — Whoslt^ holiness is thus beautiful? 
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Where is the sanctification to be seen which 
resemlfles the dew of tiie morning ; or the 
grace, tliat is glory in the bud ? This is, fiow- 
ever, a hasty question. We have applied 
both these pure emblems to some of our 
friends, wlio were ripe for heaven, when they 
were removed from the earth. Our memory 
lingers upon the beauty, as well as upon the 
strength, of fortain features of their character 
jftid spirit. We said when they died, and have 
often whispered to ourselves since, O that I 
were as meet for the inheritance of the saints 
in ligiit ! ” Yea, in regard *to some of the living 
in Jerusalem, we feel that their character is 
^'\i]y lovely. It is not , spotless ;* but it is 
very transpari^it in integrity and benevolence. 
It is not “ alri?ady*perfect ; but like light, it 
is shiiimg more and more unto the perfect day. 
Some of our pious friends have sudh worth of 
clyiracter, that their censure^ ''or approbation 
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weighs with us, like the decisions of a second 
conscience, in our breast, we liave such 'entire 
confiuence in their candour and prudence, in 
their discernment and uprightness. TIius there 

are both Fathers and Mothers in Israel, vvliose 

* « 

holiness we feel to be very beautiful. Even 
the world cannot withhold homage from it ; it 
is so consistent. And in the fold of the Church, 
there are both sheep and lambs, which so hear 
the voice and follow the steps ‘of the Good 
Shepherd, that we can easily believe in their 
case, how He who laid down his life for them, 
should lead them genfly, and even “ carry .them 
in his bosom,” when the way is rugged, or 
their strengfli exhausted. 

Thus, tliere is some holindfes on earth 
worthy of admiration^ as well tts of imitation. 
The image of God upon the soul, although not 
general, and never perfect in this world, is yet 
tOjbe seen here\»^nd there, like “ a lily amongst 
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tlio:ns/’ lovely in itself and illustrious by con- 
trast. ^ Neither the Abrahams nor the Sarahs, 
the Zcchariahs nor the Elizabeths, the Rci/:hels 
nor the Marys of antiquity, are without paral- 
lels in our own times, or without successors in 
our splieres. 

But none of them,’' it«may be said, “ admire 
their own character, or see any beauty in their 
own holiness We admire them ; but even the 
pest of them abhor themselves, and can neither 
bear to speak nor think of their own excellence : 
How is this ? ” It is easily accounted for. 
Eminent holiness is always accompanied with 

r ■ 

profound humility. Accordingly, even in Hea- 
ven, the Seraphim veil their fac^s with their 
wings, and tjje crowned martyr uncrowns him- 
self before th^ throne : nc* wonder, therefore, 
if Jie* saints on earth hide their faces in the* 
dust# of* self-abasement, when* they thiri^c or 
speak abofit themselves. TheJ^eaiity of angelic 
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holiness — the beauty of Jehovah’s glorous 
holiness, is before their eyes vividly and con- 
stantly ; and in its presence, they may well 
say, Behold, I arn vile, and abhor myself:” 
for as the natural eye feels uothinj^ but its own 
weakness when it gazps upon the meridian sun, 
so the eye of the mind can see nothing but de- 
formity and imperfection in the heart and cha- 
racter, when he gazes upon tlie infinite and im- 
maculate purity of the Godhead. No saint, 
who comprehends at all tlic Jieights or depths, 
the lengths or breadths, of the Divine image, 
can ever be satisfied with his own holiness, or 
cease to be ashamed of it, until he awake in 
heaven in all the beauty of the moral image of 
God. As for me, ” said David, “ I shall be 
satisfied when I awake in thy likeness.” Thus 
he who recognised in eartlily holiness the beau- 
ty of . the morning dew, was not satisfied with 
Its ])iirity or splendour. He saw in it also, as 
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in <^^ew, an evanescence, and a weakness, and 
a sedjment, which filled# himself with shame, 
and kept him from complimenting others. .^tilH 
w"hilst this is, and ever ought to be, the hum- 
bling efFect of clear and solemn views of Divine 
Holiness, it is of hrm$el^»\\o\ of his holy prin- 
ciples themselves, that a Christian is thus 
ashamed. He does not think lightly of the 
work of th(i Holy Spirit upon his heart and 
gonscience, because he thinks meanly of him- 
self. He does not confound the Spirit with 
the flesh, nor the law of his mind with the law 
in his members, when judging of his own cha- 
racter. He sees, indeed, far more evil than 
^ood in himself; but he no more cj^lls the good 
evil, than he ^calls the evil good. He is more 
pained by the plagues of his heart, than pleased 
with Its best feelings or principles : but still, 
he is.ver^ thaiikfiul for whateve* gi;ace he* has 
obtained. ' 
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In making tliese distinctions I do not forget, 
that there are times, ^(and these not fe^v nor 
tar between, in tlie case of some holy men and 

women,) when a real Christian is so absorbed 

; 

and shocked by the plagues of his heart, that 
he is ready to unchAstianize himself entirely. 
In the hurry and agitation of these awful mo- 
ments, he docs confound the Spirit with the 
flesh : and instead of saying, like Paul, “ in me 
(that is, in my flesh) dwclieth no good thing, ^ 
he says, “ in me, soul, body, or spirit, dwelleth 
no good thing.” He forgets the law of his 
mind, whilst the law, of sin and death is thus 
in fearful power. 

These bursts of the old nature are not,^ 

) 

however, sc lasting as they are overwhelming. 
Even whilst they dO last, the^y ar*e so deplored, 
and hated, and loathed by the Christiarf him- 
self, that it .is ('juite obvious td others, ^low ever 
he may overlook, the facts, that iicitlier his will 
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nor liis taste is a consmtbig party to the re- 
belliorf within. The horfor it creates, proves 
that he loves holiness. The old man doeif^not 
rebel in this way, where there is no attempt 
nor desire to “ put on the new man, which is 
created after the image ol*(jod.’^ Both “ righte- 
ousness and true holiness have struck their 
roots deep into the heart, which thus bleeds 
and is ready* to break, when nature overpowers 
Jrace. Indeed, it is “ the root of the mat- 
ter,” making room for striking itself deeper 
and spreading itself wider, that causes this 
convjdsion and struggling*among the roots and 
branches of indwelling sin. Accordingly, 
•Paul said, ^^when I would do goody evil is pre- 
sent with me^” And again, “ wheil the com^ 
ma7Hlment caifiey sin reviveef.” Thus it is only 
in tiie heart which tries to delight in the law 
of God, that this strong rebellion 4s much felt 
cy’ noticed. There, however, 'it creates posi- 
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live wretchedness whilst it lasts; and when it 
subsides, who can telf' the joy of a ChriS.tian ? 
*lt i^joy unspeakable, when his g:racious prin- 
ciples begin to lift up their heads again after 
the conflict : and it is “ full of glcfry,” when 
he finds himself looking again with some faith 
and hope to Christ and Holiness. Then, like 
Paul, he adds, ‘‘Thanks be unto God who 
giveth us the victory through our '"Lord Jesus 
Christ:^’ this sweet song follov;s the bitteif 
cry, “ O wretched man that I am ! who shall 
deliver me from the body of tin’s death?*' 
Thus a Christian not only rallies after appa- 
rent defeat, but also learns the worth of his 
holy principles, which kept sin hateful when* 
it was most‘ headstrong, and holiiriss beautiful 
whilst most oppos^sd. In , ordinary circum- 
stances, however, much caution is requisite ‘ in 
rightly dividing'our attention between \he "ne- 
cessity and the beauty of holiness. Far better 
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foll(^v it, simply because witliout it no one sliall 

see 4.he Lord,” than fcfllow it ostentatiously, 
to be “seen of men.” The Pharisees fWgot 
this, and became equally legal and lofty. As 
soon as they thought themselves righteous, 
they despised others. *“ Stand aside,” soon 
grew out of the boast, “ I am holier than 
thou.” This melancholy fact should teach us 
to be even ^jealous of our own hearts. They 
{fre capable of being “ puffed up,” by moral, 
as well as by intellectual superiority. Self- 
complacency can plume itself upon graces, as 
well^s upon gifts. 

We must not, however, learn more from tlie 
m^arning example of the^Pharisees^than it was 
intended to tlhxch. Now it never was field up 
to convey or ^ggest tlie idea, that true holi- 

t * 

ness could betray us into pride or self-righteous- 
ness. No ; the farther we follow r^al lioliness, 
tlje farther we shall be from vanity and legaliW> 
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and the lower we shall lie at the foot of the 
cross, and at the fo<f/tstool of the meroy-seat. 
J ne^holiest of the holy men and women of old, 
were always the humblest of their generation : 
and for this obvious reason ; — they made the 
law of God the st^rtdard, and the image of 
God the model, of their holiness: and with 
these infinite mirrors for ever before them, 
they could neither admire themselves, nor 
divide their confidence between ficMth and worki. 

It was ceremonial holiness that betrayed the 
Pharisees. They made righteousness to con- 
sist in repeating a certain number of prayers; 
in paying the regular tithes, and in observing 
the stated feasts and festivals of the temple 

t 

In these things they were more precise or more 
ostentatious than ‘others; aiud #hus they came 
to despise others, and to flatter theniseWes. 
Not' a man*‘of^them, howevei*', would *or could 
have done so, if he had studied holiness in the 
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moral law, or in the revealed image of God. 
Either* of these, if honestly contemplated, 
would have been a “ schoolmaster to 
them to Christ. For, who can look at the 
perfection required by the law, or at the purity 
implied in conformity to #lfe‘ Divine image, and 
not see that a justifying Saviour and a sancti- 
fying Spirit are equally necessary in order to 
her salvatiqi^? This soul that is intent upon 
true holiness, must depend on Christ and Grace 
entirely, or despair entirely: for all the natural 
reasons of duty are moral reasons for despair. 
Mediatorial reasons only -can give either heart 
or hope to the soul, in the face of a law that 
requires absolute perfection, and •of a heaven 
which admits^nothing that defileth. 

Now, we cvne,to the pirint for close self- 
examination. We have seen that there are 

two extremes, t(T which we are* equally pitone, 

# • 

by turns ; sloth and self-complacency. By 
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- which of these are we most frequently*^ be** 
trayed? If by slotl> — we have most i%eed to 
the necessity of holiness. The con- 
viction, that without holiness we cannot see 
the Lord, is very weak, if we can relax in duty, 
or leave the state bf our hearts to accident. 
Whenever we reckon* it a trouble to take pains 
with our habits and spirit before God, we are 
upon the highway to backsliding^. Both the 
heart and the conscience are. perverted i.; 
no small degree, when watchfidness or effort 
ceases; and when either ceases, under any ex- 
cuse or pretence drawn from the ^race of God, 
it is high time to take alarm at ourselves : for 
even our understanding is far perverted, if we 
can pervert' Grace into an apology for idleness 
and inconsistency. ♦ O yes; ,a hK.ght has fallen 
upon the eyes of our understanding, as well as 
upon the tonderncss of our conscience, if we 
can tamper witlr express law because free Grace 
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abo^inds. For, what convert did not see, at 
first, more in grace, than#even in law, to bind 
him to circumspect holiness ? We cert:^}f!fy 
saw nothing in the Cross or the Covenant, to 
release us- from high moral obligation or ha- 
bitual watclifulness, wlibh we first looked to 
them for mercy to pardob and grace to help. 
We intended and desired no compromise then, 
between Go^l and the world. If, therefore, we 
now imagine J:hat we see in tlic Cross or the 
Covenant any thing to warrant or wink at 
what our own conscience condemns, our eye 

is evil for there is neither sanction nor shield 

1 , 

in^them to protect any wrong habit or temper. 
They reign and remain to crucify us to the 
world, and the world to us : and therefore our 
glorying in th#m is not go«>d, so far as it ad- 
mits a compromise between sin and duty. 

But neither Strong nor startlii^ assertions, 

♦ • 

jiowever solemn and severe, Vdll remedy this 
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evil effectually. Warnings, even declamations, 
do not reach the rdbt of it. Many w4io can 
say as loudly as Paul, that his damnation 
is just, who sins because grace abounds , do 
not like Paul make the abounding of grace a 
universal and daily reason for abounding in 
holiness. They do not venture, indeed, to sin 
or compromise upon a . scale, because 

grace abounds; but they do some things, and 
leave other things undone, which they would 
not, and durst not, if grace did not abound. 1 
mean, that were certain habits and tempers 
beyond the high-flood mark of the spring-tides 
of mercy, and known to be unpardonable, there 
would be a speedy rush of many from the dr;, 
places they now occupy, to the spot washed by 
the waves of paroon. It it, tl/erefore, by re- 
garding some wrong things as not unsafe nor 
unpardonable, that many persist in tlicrn. 
They would give them up at once and entirely. 
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if tK>ey deemed tliem fatal, or utterly irrecon* 
cileab^e -witli a state oj grace. Now this, 
although not exactly sinning because gi>€fe 
abounds, is very like it. For if a man do 
what he wpuld not Sare, if he counted it un- 
pardonable, it is very evident that the abound- 
ing of grace, in some way*, is his secret reason, 
although not his assigned one. He does not, 
indeed, say,^*^ Let us sin to anij extent^ be- 
(;^use grace abounds but he evidently thinks, 
or tries to think, that he is not actually and 
altogether perilling or disproving his own 
hopes by his own indulgepces. In a word, he 
has some way of making out to himself, tliat 
Jiis oivn faults are not incompatibly with being 
really in a ^state of grace ; and^ therefore, 
although he d^es not exacljy justify them, he 
docs not correct them, nor* is he much afraid of 
them. Gracef” he says, “ l^s to bear’* with 
something^wrong, even in the best ; and as my 

M .‘3 
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besetting sin is not of the very worst k micI ; 
and as there are some sins I would not commit, 

( r 

«nd some duties I would not neglect, for 
worlds, nor on any account whatever, I am 
not surely presuming very much, when I 
reckon myself in a, §itate of grace, notwith- 
standing all my faults.” Thus, it is rather 
some perverted notion about the securities of a 
state of grace, than direct and determinate pre- 
sumption upon the abounding of grace, that 
betrays many into a lax holiness, or into al- 
lowed inconsistencies of character and temper. 
I do not, therefore, confound such persons 
with those who “ turn the grace of God into 
licentiousness^:” but I do remind you and my- 
self, and that with warning and weeping so- 
lemnity, that this was the first step of the 

I tt * 

antinomian process by which the primit've 
comp»'omisers became licentious apostates ,and 
judicial reprobatps. They began their unholy 
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care3r by trying to bend grace into a shelter 
for some one favourite sin ; and, having per- 
suaded themselves that one was not fatal, 
went on from bad to worse, until they drowned 
themselves^ in perdftion. At first they threw 
the cloak of Christian lilvirty over a few faults ; 
by and by, over many^ and, at last, they 
made it “ a cloak for licentiousness’’ itself. 

Now this^ we not only do not want to do, 
]^ut we abhor it as much as we dread it. It 
would be any thing but gratifying to us, if 
grace could be thus perverted with safety. 
What are inclined or, tempted to wish for 

is, such a forbearance or winking at what is 

« 

wiong about us, as shall allow our, faults to go 
on, without exactly throwing us out, of a state 
of grace, bef^e we find it convenient and 
agreeable to give them up : for we intend to 
crucify, ^ventuaUy, the very thipgs^we now try 
to excuse- 'We even promise to ourselves and 
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to Guclj that they shall not go on to the end of 
life, nor so near to it, as to darken or eipbitter 
#t:i!^deatli-bed. Wliat a shame, then, to yield 
now to any thing we are thus pledged to con- 
quer hereafter ! Why, if our general character 
is rather consistent than inconsistent, should 
we allow, even for another day, any fault or 
flaw, which pains can cure, and prayer efface, 
to remain ? It would cost us far Jess trouble 
to correct at once the worst fault we have, thap 
it costs to get over the misgivings of heart and 
the twinges of conscience, which that fault 
occasions in the closet and at the sacrament. 
Besides, we have already made greater sacri- 
fices to conscience and duty, tlian any we have 
to make, ,411 our great sins are^ given up for 
ever, and' Willingly too: and ghall the Utile 
ones hold us in bondage ? 

Do we feel,, in the prcsenrce of tiitse ex- 
posures and remonstrances, any Inclination 



EMBLExMS OF •HOLINESS. 1 2i) 

to say, — ‘‘ Wliy this is making Grace as strict • 
as Law could be : what then is the advantage 
of being under grace, instead of law, 
much circumspection and impartiality be re- 
quisite 

Here is tlie advantage*:'*^ sin then shall not 
have the dominion over" us, if we be under 
grace : and if we reckon this no advantage, we 
do not understand the Law well, nor Grace 
•right. 

Are we half-inclined to try the question in 
another form, and to say, “ Still, as something 
wrong will remain, do whatever we may, why 
not let that fault remain, which we find most 
^difficult to conquer? Might there not come a 
worse in its ^lace 

I will not C341 this pleadirtg for sin. It may 
be merely put forward as clever casuistry, to 
evade close reasbning, which l)ave nO* wish 

f • 

to set aside. Indeed, no Chriistian would dare 
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‘ to vindicate a sin, great or small, by name. 
He must regard e\’^ju his chief fault- as an 
Tnttvmity, or a weakness, or an imperfection, 
before he can plead or apologize for it. As 
sin — he has not a word to say on its behalf. 
You at least, have not one. 

Let, therefore, the'emblems of holiness which 
tlie Holy Ghost teaches by, suggest to you all 
that he intends. That, of couri'e, will seem 
more than you can acquire ; but it will enable 
you to do better than those do who compare 
themselves only with others. Scriptural figures 
are not fancies. It seems to the honour 
of religion, that so many things can, without 
the art of fdteing resemblances, be accommo- 
dated to its illustration. It is ati evident and 
remarkable fact, that there ms certain prin- 
ciple of correspondence to religion throughout 
the econonay oV the world. He that made all 
th/ngs for himself, appears to have willed that 
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they should be a great system of emblems, 
rt*flecttfig or sliadowing /orth that system of 
principles in wliich we are to apprehend Him*, 
and our relations and obligations to Him : so 
that religion, standing up in grand parallel to 
an infinity of things, receives their testimony 
and homage, and speaks Vith a voice which is 
echoed by creation. — Foster. The justness 
of these j)rofound and splendid remarks is al- 
rLOst self-evident in the emblem of Dew. The 
history of dew is a figurative history of con- 
version ; and, in its leading features, vSo strik- 
ingly similar, that if dew had been created for 
no other purpose but to image forth the “ new 
"Teation,” it could hardly be more characteristic. 

The design of God in establishing and point- 
ing out the re&‘'mWances between natural and 
spiritual things is obvious. He thus places us 
so, fliat, whethel' we are in the house or the 
fields, we may have before us “** lively oracles” 
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of his great salvation : at home, in the B‘ible ; 
abroad, in nature. For, as prophet unto pro- 
phet, and apostle unto apostle, so day unto 
day uttercth speech, and night unto night 

t 

teacheth knowledge,’’ — there being no voice 
of nature which does* not echo some voice of 
Revelation. 

Thus, the origin of dew is an emblem of 
human society in its natural state. The ori- 
ginal elements of dew are as v^rious in tlierir 
character, as the diversified states in which 
water and moisture exist on the earth. Now 
they exist in swamps' and seas, in marshes^ and 
meadows, in stagnant pools and running 

streams, in fetid plants and fragrant flowers/ 

< 

but wheret^er water lies or lurhe, whether in 
the chalice of a ro'se or in the rt-cess of a tank, 
it must undergo the same change, ancl pass 
from' fluid to Vapour, before ‘‘it becomes dew. 

I 

As water, it cahnot, however pure or polluted, 
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asceiid into the atmosphere, nor refine itself 
into clew : it may underg-o changes of taste, 
colour, and smell, according to the channels it 
lies in and flows on ; but into dew it will not 
turn, iintH it is exhaled in vapour by the 
sun. 

Now, the moral, like the natural world, has 
its putrid marshes and its pure streams — its 
calm lakes and its stormy oceans ; for although 
ro class of mankind is naturally holy, some 
classes are comparatively pure, and others 
grossly vile= There are, in society, the decent 
and the indelicate, the hymane and the cruel, 
the cool and the passhmate, the upright and 
the dishonest. These distinctions between 
man and rafyi are as visible as tli^)se of land 
and water on tjie globe, and as real as the dif- 
fercn(!e between spring and pit water. But no 
natural amiableness of disposition, noi^ any 
accpiired refinement of charavfter, amounts to 
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“ true holiness.’' The best, in common with 
the worst, “ must be born again” befcvre they 
can enter into tlie kingdom of God : for, as 
water, in its purest state, must be exhaled 
into vapour before it can be transmuted into 
dew, so both the mcral and the immoral must 
be regenerated before they can enter heaven. 
Education may purify the manners, but only 
faith can purify the heart : love of character may 
secure external decorum, but oiily the love of 
Christ can secure internal holiness. Thus far 
the resemblance holds good. 

Again ; the agency by which dew is pro- 
duced from all the varieties of water, is an em- 
blem of that spiritual agency by which the 
varieties of human character are, transformed 
into the^ Divine irnage. N^pw^^^the sun is the 
grai^d agent in the natural world, by 'which 
portions of all :;vaters are changed into vapour. 
His heat, operating on their surface, produces 
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exhalations wherever it touches, drawing va- 
pour from tlie wide expayse of the ocean and 
from the weedy pool ; from tlie brackish river 
and from the sweet brook. And the sun is the 
only luminary of heaven that exhales the 
waters. The moon regulsrtes their tides, and the 
stars irradiate their surface ; but the united 
rays of both are insufficient to evaporate in- 
gredients foi* a single dewdrop. It is the sun 
which draws Jrom the earth, into the atmo- 
sphere, the elements of this beautiful fluid : in 
like manner, it is the Sun of Righteousness” 
alone that draws sinners from the fearful pit of 
the curse, and from the miry clay of corruption. 
Tlie attractive influence of his c’.ioss is to us 
what the he^^t of the sun is to the* moisture of 
the earth — thg qn\y drawting power. Other 
do\.trTnes may, like the moon, produce regular 
tideis of formal worship, aiid^ like the ^tars, 
brighten the surface of the ^character ; but 
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they sliine too cold to regenerate the heart or 
purify the conscience. Thus, Arianisai, al- 
though it shone in the brightness of learning 
and ethics during tlie last century, had no 
spiritual attraction : it drew small numbers 
from the Church to’ the Meeting ; but none 
from the world to God — as the God of salva- 
tion. SociNiANrsM also has, of late, shone in 
the heat of proselyting zeal ; but tlie only effect 
is, that some of the young, who formerly cared 
nothing about religion, are become flippant 
speculators, and many of the speculators 
masked Deists. It is notorious that the sys- 
tem has made the young heady and high- 
minded,” and the old callous. Many of both 

I 

are, indeed^ intelligent and upright ; but these 
were so before they embraced tJ:e system, and 
would ^ be what they are under any *m6ral 
systelVi, while their local and relative circum- 
stances continuh the same. And what have 
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tlie classically elegant lectures on morals^, 
\vhich .sound from so many pulpits, done for 
the young or old ? Except maintaining a 
routine of formal worship, and raising an ig- 
norant clamour against evangelical truth, they 
have left parishes and districts as they found 
them — locked up in the icebergs of apathy and 
self-delusion. And such must ever be the ef- 
fects of legal preaching, because it is not God's 
a^ipointment for winning souls. He no more 
intends to save sinners by the law, than to 
evaporate the waters by the moon or tlie stars. 
The law, like these lumiryiries, is a light to our 
feet in the new and living way but only the 
Sun of Righteousness, shining in, the Gospel, 
can draw us jnto that v^y. ** The^dew of his 
youth” can oij^ be formecj by Ijis own influ- 
ence.* Thus far, also, the "Jiarullel is just. 

Agadi; the secret process bj whicli tl^ie ex- 
haled vajfours arc turned iikto dew, is an 
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emblem of that Divine operation by which tlie 
Holy Spirit makes sinners new creatures 
Christ Jesus.’’ The precise agent in nature, 
by which vapour is condensed into dew, is not 
known : whether it is by cold or by electricity, 
or by both, is still ascrnuch a mystery as when 
God asked Job from the whirlwind^ “ Who 
hath begotten the drops of dew?” In like 
manner, although we know that the Holy 
Spirit is the agent who changes tlie heart, 
by making the Gospel power unto salvation, 
we are ignorant of the nature of his operations. 
Whether they are partly physical, or wholly 
moral, is unknown. “ The wind bloweth 
where it list^th, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but, canst not tell whence it cometh, 
or whither it goeth : so is ev^fy one that is 
born of the Spirit.” But we do know wiial is 
much hetter — that his sacred influences are in- 
separably connected with the conscientious use 
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of the means of grace, and forthcoming in an 
.wer serious prayer. This we know ; that as 
water exposed to the sun will be evaporated in 
part, and water excluded from the sun will 
never become dew , so we may expect Divine 
influence in the use •oi’ divinely-appointed 
means, and can look for none if they are neg- 
lected. 

Again ; tiie similarity of dewdrops in pure- 
ness and beayty, although formed from all the 
varieties of vapour, is a fine emblem of that 
uniform spirit which characterizes the diversified 
classes of mankind, who ^re brought to believe 
on Christ for salvation. There is what may 
be called a family likeness prevailing through- 
out the dewjjrops of tiTe morning, They dif- 
fer in size ; bqj^ tjiey are ail transparent, ten- 
de:, itnd pure. This is the more remarkable, 
seeing *'their original elements were so differ- 
ent : part* of the vapour was drawn from the 
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briny deep, and part from the putrid ftns ; 
portions of it from the slimy pool, and por- 
tions from the steaming surfs. Now, that 
the exhalations from springs and rivulets, from 
the herbs of the field and the flowers of the 
garden, should retuivn, to the earth in sweet 
dews, is not surprising : but that the gross and 
tainted vapours should return sweet and pure, 
is wonderful ! And yet all this is realized under 
the Gospel, The sinner drawn from the very 
dregs of society, and the sinner drawn from a 
respectable family — the convert from sensu- 
ality, and the converVfrom intellectual pride — 
the wanderer returning from vice, and the 
wandering renouncing vanity — become alike in 
their leading views, piinciples, and feelings; 
they build their hopes on tiic^same foundation, 
ascribe their escape to the same grace, and aim 
at the same tif'd and degree of holiness. 
“Whosoever” hath the hope of eternal life 
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in Christ,” piirifietli himself,” even as 
Christas pure. Converts^differ, indeed, in the 
degree of their knowledge, gifts, and graces — 
as the dewdrops in their size; but, like them, 
they are a-11 partakers of a new nature, and 
each, compared witli wh'ft*he was before con- 
version, a new creature *in Christ Jesus.” 

Again ; the refreshing and fertilizing influ- 
ence of the dew is a fine emblem of tlie salutary 
iitfluence of converts in their respective fami- 
lies and spheres. The dew cools the sultry air, 
revives the parched herbage of the earth, and 
bdthjis the whole landscape in renovated 
beauty : and, in like manner, holy families are 
b-armonious — holy churches tranquil. Even 
an individual *convert is not without a portion 
of sweet influeiMie^in his circle ; the change in 
his clmracter and spirit suggests to others the 
necessity and the possibility of bejng changed 
too ; and thus “ they that d\vell under his 
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shadow revive as the corn, and grow as the 
vine/' His example distils as dew upon the ten- 
der herb, quickening the formal to the power of 
godliness, and awakening the careless to con- 
sideration. Thus the pious are the sa/t of tlie 
earth. The absence C>f dew would not be more 
fatal to the natural' world, than tlm- want of 
converts to the moral world. M^ere they with- 
drawn, or were their succession to cease, even 
the general morality of society would with''!* 
and sink far below its present standard and 
strength. 

Again ; the dew is regularly drawn up 
again by the sun, when it has refreshed the 
earth ; and -sis thus a fine emblem of tlie first 
resurrectioR, when all the saint^ shall ascend 
to meet the Sun of Rigliteou^ncss in the air. 
No scene of nature is more lovely t)|^n k sham- 
mer ^'landscape* at sunrise, when evefy field, 
grove, and hedge is spangled with morning 
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dew. The drops seem to sparkle with col- 
fcious* delight at the aj^^iroach of tlie sun — 
climbing, as he ascends, to the top of every 
leaf, as if impatient to meet liim in tlie air. 
Every admirer of nature has noticed this scene, 
and Avatched the dewy *vhpoiir rising like in- 
cense frocn the golden censer of summer. Who 
has not gazed with rapture on the glowing 
myriads of fiewdrops, when each of them is a 
ifiiniature of the sun which gilds tliem ? And, 
wlien the Sun of Righteousness sliall arise on 
the morning of tlie resurrection, the heirs of 
glory will be as niimerous* and beautiful as the 
de^v from the womb of tlje morning — all in the 
beauty of holiness; for they shall be like 
Him, when tl«!y see Iiiin as he is.” 



No. IV. 

A matron’s timidity EXPI-AINED 

Periect conformity to the Divine image 
exists only in the Divine presence ! Only those 
who see God face to face, are lioly as God is 
holy. Until we see Him as He. actually is, v e 
cannot be fully like him. Nothing but “ open 
vision” can produce an entire moral resemblance 
between our spirit and the P’ather of sjhrits. 
They little know what perfection means, who 
imagine that‘they are ‘‘ already perfect.’' Thos^, 
however, a’le quite as ignorant, sand more cri- 
minal, who are n6t trying *10* perfect holiness 
in the fear of God. They are ceiiainly 'Very 
weak in in^elU'ct, who reckon themselves spot- 
less in heart or character : but they are weaker 
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in conscience and in all principle, who are con» 
iont t(i be imperfect, or not much concerned to 
keep tlicmselvcs unspotted from the world. 
And, alas, there are far more of the latter class, 
than of the former. * The visionaries of Perfec- 
tion are but few in numbers, and small in influ- 
ence : whereas, the trucklers to allowed and 
needless Imperfection, are many and mighty. 
The name of tlie Inconsistent is “ Legion.” 

How do we feel, when we say to ourselves, 
or when it is proved to us from Scripture and 
Experience, ‘‘ that perfection is impossible out 
of E^eaven ? ” Are we glad to hear this? Is it 
gqpd news to ns? We make a very bad use of 
if w^e employ the fact to excuse our besetting 
sin, or to exc«ipt us from the trouWe of watch- 
fulness and self«d<fniai. It was never revealed 
by God, nor avowed by His ministers, for this 

unholy purpose. God declared it, and PrdJ^hets 

• • 

i^nd Apostles confessed it, in order that con 
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\.cious Imperfection might not drive the followers 
of Holiness to despair The talkers about ho- 
liness do not need the fact, although they use 
it. Tlieir imperfection, as they call it, neither 
alarms nor humbles them. They are on very 
good terms with what is bad in their habits : 
indeed, quite in love with the sin that most 
easily besets them. It would be no gratifica- 
tion to them, to be redeemed froifi its present 
power. They intend, of course,- to give it iq) 
some time, and in time enough (as they think) 
to leave it still pardonable, or not fatal : but, 
like Augustine, “ not*now.” 

Not thus lightly, however, do sins or short- 
comings sit 'iipon the conscience, or affect tho 
hopes of godly women. They K'ave to prove 
their faith by their works confirm their 
hopes by their holiness ; to make their calling 
and electioF-* sUre, by a growing likeness to 
Him, to whose image Believers are predesti- 
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nated to be conformed/' To them, therefore 
ii' is Ifoth a solemn and, startlinj^ matter, to 
miss some features of the Divine image in their 
character; and others in tlieir spirit; and to 
find all the* features of that image so indistinct 
and unsettled ! This dist:C)very causes in them 
great searchings and siuTvings of lieart before 
God. Indeed, something of both continues 
with a Clirfetian through life. She is never 
fltllly satisji^d'^ with her own piety. Like 
David, she never can be satisfied with herself, 
until she awake in heaven in all the beauties 
of jhat Ijoliness, which is the express moral 
iiuage of God. 

This is one great characteristic of a real 

Christian : s4ie never is, and nepi^er can be, 

quite satisfied \mt\ the derjrvc of her own piety. 

She may, indeed, be quite satisfied tliat it is of 

the rigTit kind, both as to its princy^les arfti spi- 
( 

^'it, so far as it goes : but she never thinks that 
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St lias gone far enough. She may have no 
doubt of its sincerity towards God, nor^of its 
salutary influence over herself and her family, 
nor of its usefulness in her sphere of action : 
but still, it comes short of her wishes, and even 
fills her with shame and sorrow. She is not 
satisfied with herself, whoever else may ap- 
prove or applaud her. Indeed, nothing hum- 
bles her more than compliments irom others. 
Not that she is indifferent to the' good opinion 
of others : but she feels that if they knew her 
heart as slie knows it, they would not think so 
highly of her. For she is conscious of coldress, 
where they sec nothing but warmth : of igno- 
rance, where they recognise wisdom : of earth ' 
ly-mindedness, where they acknowledge spi- 
rituality and heavcnly-mindednt'‘ss. Like Paul, 
a real Christian woman feels herself “ less tlian 
the least -of .all saints,’' even when she stands 
highest in public estimation. 
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Were this fact well understood, as beiiic’ 
o]iaracteristic of true i)iety, it would prevent 
many Cliristians from unchristianiziny tliem- 
se^es so often as they do. They imaj^ine, be- 
cause tliey^ are so dfssatisjied with themselves, 
that tlie satisfaction wlyi^h others express, is 
more from kindness tlun wisdom, or rather 
friendly than prudent. They wish to think 
tliemselves sincere, right, and sate, as their 
h'leiuls say ; but they are afraid to conclude 
that tliey really are so. “ Should I not have 
the witness in myself^ il’ 1 were, indeed, a child 
of God ? is their answer, to many a prayer and 
appeal which treats them us daughters of the 
Lord God Almighty. “ Your arguments may 
be very true jn your otvn case ai^d in that of 
others,” they say^ “ but ypu cannot argue me 
ou: of my own feelings, nof persuade me against 
my o#n consciousness. I am not satisfied 
with eitlicfr my faith or my repentance ; my 


o 
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j^)rayers or experience : and for this solid reason ; 
— I see so much in my heart that is bad, and 
so little in my life that really glorifies God, 
that I can hardly conceive how there could be 
any grace where there is s6 much coldness and 
deadness. “ 0 wretched that I am, who shall 
deliver me from the body of thi» death ! ” 

This self-dissatisfaction is, however, a very 
satisfactory proof of real piety, in all cases 
where a real effort is made to be holy in hear,*- 
and life. There is no great effort to be so, 
wherever there is self-satisfaction. Those who, 
like the Laodiceans, are pleased with them- 
selves, are, like them, an “ abomination ’’ unto 
the Lord. T,bey both thought and said, that 
they had peed of nothing.’' "I^hey took for 
granted, that they were enljghtened enough, 
clothed enough, and enriched enough, to be 
quite , safe, or qn tlie right side for Eternity 
But, what did Christ say to them ? “ Thou 
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art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
Mindjjind naked/' Tims the men who imagined 
tliat tliey had need of notidng, were found 
wanting in every thing, when weighed in the 
balance of the Santituary, by the Saviour of 
the Churcl). 

Here is the awful consequence of calculating 
how little piety will just suffice for safety at 
last. The |^aodiceans seem to have reckoned 
to a fraction, how little would do. Their 
question had evidently been, not how much 
God required, nor how much they could culti- 
vate, nor what would be the advantage of emi- 
nent piety ; but just, how much is absolutely 
needed, in order to any chance of escape at 
last? And whenever a®woman comes to reckon 
in this way, she is sure to let nothing into her 
lis^ of duties or graces, winch she can keep out. 
The nfonient she is so infatuated by sl^th or 
worldlincift}, as to driVe a bargain in religion, 
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she will drive a hard ^bargain with it ; '-and 
thus cheat hersell' to a certainty, wliilst trying 

I 

to cheat it. This is inevitable, whenever a 
woman tampers with the cjuestion, — where can 
1 stop with safety in the' path of holiness ? 
She is sure to stop .\^'herever she dislikes to 
go, and to make her awn convenience limit the 
meaning of God’s requirements. 

Now although there may be ..both some 
weakness and w'aywardness in the spirit (^f 
those Christians, wlio give way to doubts and 
fears, and wIjo “write bitter things” against 
tliemselves, wdienevcr . they do not feci as tliey 
wish, still, their s[)irit is noble and wise, com- 
pared with tl^e spirit of the woman, who cares 
nothing about how she Teels or acts in religion, 
if she can only keep down the^fear of perishing, 
Tliere is no comparison: it is all contrasty be- 
tween- a doubtii^ig Christian, and a heedless or 
heartless professor. 
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In saying this, however, nothing is farthef 
ffbm «iy design, than vindicating or even pal- 
liating the habit of doubting. It is a bad 
habit ; although infinitely a better one tijan 
the habit of taking for granted that all is right 
before God, when there *iS nothing flagrantly 
wrong before men. Still, it is bad : and in 
tliis way. It tempts some wlio witness it to 
doubt the power of the Gospel ; or tlie truth 
oV the promises ; or the freeness of grace. 
The doubting Christian herself does not ques- 
tion these things. All her misgivings of heart 
arise from what she tliinks and feels herself to 
be ; and not from any suspicion of the frecness 
c'' power of the grace of God. This distinction 
is not, liowevvfT, noticed by all observers. Some 
look only on th^ .Surface of such a case; and, 
when they see a serious and consistent woman, 

a 

without comfort, and almost \^ith»ut ho*pe at 
ymes, they strongly suspect, either that the Gos- 
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is not such good news as Ministers say, or 
that prayer is not so surely answered as the 
Promises seem to imply. Accordingly, when 
recent converts sec cases of this kind, tlicy are 
tempted to doubt whether tlicy may not pray 
in vain too, or strive to no purpose. Those, 
ag’ain, who want cin excuse for neglecting- 
prayer, or for remaining undecided, seize upon 
such cases witli avidity, and pretend to be 
discouraged by them, or warranted from thein 
to doubt whether religion is enjoyment. 

Now to both classes I would say, you are 
equally wrong, in the conclusions you tlius 
draw from tlie sadness and suspense of weak 
Believers. They may seem to have no enjoy- 
incnt in religion, and may even* say that they 
find no comfort : but, ask' them to give up 
religion, for tlie pleasures of sin ; propose to 
them a reUirrf to the world for happiness ; 
offer to them the sweetest cup of earthly en> 
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joyment, in excluing-e for that cup of salvation^ 
^liey hold in tlieir liand without ventur- 
ing to drink freely of the living water; — will 

» 

tliey make tlie exchange, or even listen with 
patience to* the proposal ? No indeed. They 
will tell you at once, that however unhappy 
they may feel, they would be miserable, yea, 
unspeakably wretched, were they to take up 
with any caVthly portion whatever. Not for 
Un thousand, worlds, would they turn their 
back upon the Saviour or Holiness. 

And, is there no grace in tliis state of mind ? 
Has prayer been unanswered, where the lieart 
tlnis prefers to follow Christ even in darhness, 
rather than forsake him for tlie things of time 
or sense? Ygea, is there not enjoyment, or, at 

least, cause fort (^mfort, in a state of mind 

■ 

which tlius prefers the Divine favour and image, 

I ) 

to all that the world calls goo(i or ^eat ? 
for, what but grace, — special, saving, sancti- 
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^fying grace, could have wrought this change 
in the natural spirit of the mind, whicji is of 

V 

the earth, earthy ? Did doubting Christians 
reason in this way on their own case, they 
could not long doubt the reality of their con- 
version. > ' 

Nor is this the only thing which proves that 
a saving work of grace has been begun in 
them, by the Spirit of God. The sad light 
in which they see themselves, q^’ises from the 
true light in which they see the character ot 
God. Had they seen less of His glory, they 
would be less ashamed of themselves. It is 
because His character is much before their 
minds, that ^their own character stands so Iqw 
in their estimatioiu "Were they,>only compar- 
ing themselves with others*, pr their present 
selves with their former selves, they would be 
more satisfied .with themselves : but tliey are 
contrasting themselves with infinite purity; 
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Avith perfect excellence ; with unchangeabte 
holiness : and this process of judging, Just 
produces the same effect upon them, which it 
had upon Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apostles, 
Doubtirfg Christians overlook this fact, and 
in the hurry and flutter hf the moment, forget 
that the ‘most eminent saints of old, had exactly 
tlie same opinion of themselves, whenever 
they had th^ same clear and solemn views of 
the glorious majesty of Jehovah. Who said, 
when his eyes saw the true character of God, 
I abhor myself V' It was Job. Who said, 
when he saw the glory of God in the Temple, 
“ Woe is me, I am undone ? It was Isaiah. 
Who fell at the Saviour's feet as dead, when he 
bowed the heavens over Patmos, a*id appeared 
in his original g^Qfy ? It was John, the disciple 

t 

whom Jesus loved. Who said, “ So foolish 
and ignorant was I : I was as a .beast before 
Jhee?" when he understood that the prosperity 


p 
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&t the wicked was no token of tlic Divine favour^ 
not tlie trials of the ri^diteons any impeachment 
of tlie wisdom or the equity of Providence ? It 
was Asaph. 

And, were these men not true believers, be- 
cause thus overwhelmed by a sense of their 
own vileness and unworthiness? Why; it was 
their high and holy views of God and the 
Lamb, tliat laid them thus low ih their own 
estimation. No strange thing,” therefor^‘, 
has happened, when even some exemplary 
Christians are thus troubled, when they think 
of God. In such cases. He has manifested 
himself unto them, not only as he does not 
unto the world, but also dillcrently from the 

V- 

nianifestatio'h of his presence to other Christians. 
I mean, that God brings thei*: *'ncw of his own 
character before the mind of each of his children 
whicli is best Suited to each of them. Some 
could not bear to see much of His glorious 
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majesty ; and, tlicrefore, God manil’csls 
self to tliem, cliicHy as a tender Fatlier and a 
watchful Sliepherd. Others again cannot bear 
indulgence, without presuming upon it, or 
being beCraye.d by it into some wrong spiiit; 
and He keej)s them lov? *hnd fearful, that they 
may be humble and watchfid. But there is 
not less paternal love in the one case than in 
the otlier.*^ He is ecjually training both for 
Heaven, although each l)y a different process 
of fatherly discipline. 

You, therefore, if rather cheered on in the 
path of holiness by the soft light of God’s coun- 
tenance, than kept in check from the broad way 
by awful views of God, have no occasion to 
suspect youf piety because youT spirit is not 
overwhelmed. • And you have as little reason 
to suspect your conversion, if, at times, almost 
convulsed by your awful views ol* God,*and of 
► yourself before God. The question is — does 
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ty.j2 light in which He chiefly manifests himself 
to you, keep you afraid of sin, jealous €^f the 
world, and conscientious in the duties of life 
and godliness? That is the best light for you, 
— wliich keeps you walking most humbly and 
circumspectly with God. And whether the 
light be lovely or solemn, it will keep you 
dissatisjied with yourself, until you awake in 
tlie image of God. 

Another cause why some Christians are so 
low in spirits and hope, is, that their sense of 
the greatness of the great salvation is more 
than usually vivid. That salvation spreads 
out before them in such vastness of grace and 
glory, that they sink into nothing before iU 
august presence. They can haidly imagine 
that it can be free to them. They see nothing 
in any of their own feelings towards “ so great 
salvation,"' ah great enough or good enough 
to prove that they truly value it. They find 
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it impossible lo brin^ up tlieir love or faith, 

i. heii^ht worthy of its unspeakable worth. 

* 

Thus they lose sight of its freencss, by looking 
so often and closely to its grandeur. 

But are. they unljelievers, because they are 
afraid to hope for a salmtioii which they thus 
admire and adore? There is, indeed, unbelief ^ 
in not venturing to hope as freely as they 
wonder deoply : but it is not the unbelief of 
i idifFerence, por of neglect, nor of formality. 
It is not the unbelief of the natural mind, nor 
of impenitence. It is humility sliding into 
hesitation. It is diffidence sliding into timidity. 
For, who gave the doubting Christians such 
lofty and adoiing views of tlie value of th ‘ 
great salvatio^i ? Wheifce came th# light which 

has so revealeti *ind irradiated to theun, the 

• * 

heights and depths, the lengths and breadths 
of the love of Christ, that dicv feel ‘as if 
nothing l*ss than aiujeUc love to Tlim could be 
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^ceptable love ; or as if nothing short of 
Abraham's faith could be true faith ? , 

I am not advocating nor excusing these 
doubts and fears: but I am, and I avow it, 
maintaining that their minds are not in na- 
ture's darkness, who thus see the glory of 
salvation : that their hearts are not in sin's or 
the world’s bondage, who thus revere the great 
salvation : that their spirit is noL untouched 
by the Spirit of God, who thus hesitate be- 
cause they think nothing good enough as a 
welcome to that salvation. 

I have no doubt of their piety or safety ; 
but 1 do stand in doubt of the woman who is 
satisfied with either her faith or love towards 
so great salvation. Ii must s^em but very 
little to the woman who enough in her 
own feelings and character to do justice to all 
its claims. Again, therefore, I affirm,' that a 
real Christian cannot be satisfied with herself, 
until she awake in the image of God. 
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Another cause of tliat dissatisfaction wiji? 
tjems^jlves, which keeps the liopcs and hearts 
of some Christians very low, is, their high and 
holy estimate of tlie work and witness of the 
Holy Spirit. His agency, or influence, means 
so muck in their judgnte^nt, that they cannot 
think how any thing they have felt, or are 
capable of feeling, could amount to being 

born agam of the Spirit.’" Indeed, it is 
caly by ascribing and giving credit to others, 
for more fruits of the Spirit than others pos- 
sess, that such persons can admit that any 
change is a Divine change. They believe that 
other Christians are much holier than they 
seem ; and thus account for their being happier 
than themsel^^s. 

Now, althougjijthere is some mistake in all 
this, tlie error is on the safe side. Better rate 
the work of the Holy Spirit to^ h^h tha\i too 
low. Better hesitate to call any ordinary 
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liHange Divine, than call every moral improve- 
ment regeneration, or every conviction col- 
version. But there is no occasion for thus 
going to either extreme. Neitlier the work 
nor the witness of the Spirit is a doubtful 
thing, wherever there* is humility before God, 
and an lionest desire*' to be like God. These 
are principles which can neither be tauglit nor 
learned without the Holy Spirit. They are 
not natural, and they are never acquired by 
mere human effort. Indeed, no one tries or 
wishes to be truly humble before God, until 
tlie Spirit of God touch the heart. 

Let not, therefore, the timidity, nor even 
the trembling, the doubts nor the fears, of 
some ‘‘ holy^ women,'* disliearten^-you, or draw 
you into suspicions of th€ efficacy of the 
Gospel to console as well as to sanctiiy.' It 
caa do both equally. Its promises have only 
to be as simply \velcomed by your doubting 
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friends, as its precepts are meekly obeyed by 
tlidm, ki order to their bein^ as happy as they 
are Iju ruble. Sheshbazzar would say to each 
of them, Woman, why weepest thou ? Shake 
the mulberry trees in the valley of Baca ; and 
make it a well ; and thus *^o from strength to 
strength, until you appear before God in 
Zion.” 

riie loM H^icciiiruiiiM, the great day of 
Atonement, was drawing nigh ; and, from 
Dan to Beershcba, the Israelites were prepar- 
ing to appear before God in Zion. “ The 
songs of Degrees” were reviewed in every 

family, that they might be repeated and sung 
( 

in the wilderri^ss ; and every man that was 
right-hearted saicf,^‘ I was glad when they said 
unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord. 
Our feet shall stand wjthin thy gat(?s, O Jeru- 
salem. ! ” 
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Amongst those who waited for the Conso- 
lation of Israel,” n/^ne in Beersheba had ap- 
peared in Zion so often as Sheshbazzar. From 
year to year lie bad cheered the aged, and 
charmed the young, on their pilgrimage. Ilis 
proverbs met all 'oases, and his smiles or 
tears suited all hearts. He wept with the 
weeping, and rejoiced with the joyful. And 
yet, Sheshbazzar was a man that had seen 
affliction. The Angel of Death had said twTce, 

Write that man a widower;” and the ‘‘ de- 
sire of his eyes” was taken away at a stroke. 
The Angel of Death stood on tlic tomb of his 
grief, and said again, “ Write that man child- 
less;” and^it was done. His heart bled, but it 
never murmured. He said tluh each loss had 
become a new link between his heart anc^ hea- 
ven ; and that now, like the High Priest’s' 
breast-pla?te, U was so linked, all around, that 
it could not fall. The young wondered, and 
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tlie aged blessed the God of Israel, who gaM^ 
co^iisolation in trouble, and songs in the night/' 

His fellow-pilgrirns regarded him as almost 
a pillar of cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by 
night, whilst journeying with him in the wil- 
derness. They resolved ask him what was 
the secret of his consolation under so many 
calamities. They asked, and the old man an- 
swered with \ heavenly smile, 1 shake the 
mulberry tr€C9,^' It was a dark saying, and 
they understood him not; but knowing that 
he never spake unadvisedly witli his lips, they 
pondered that saying in their hearts. 

Sheslibazzar knew that their curiosity was 
ne’ther idle nor impertinent, and said, When 
we come to 4he valley of Baca,* I will ex- 
plain myself." TJley came to the valley of 
Baca, and, behold, it was very dry ! The 
streams in the desert were passed* away* like 
the summer brook, and the heavens gave no 
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•‘'•gn of rain. The pilgrims were panting “ as 
the hart for the water-brooks/^ but., fou.id 
none. All eyes were turned to Sheshbazzar. 

Shake the mulberry trees/^ he said. They 
shook them, and dew, pure and plenteous as 
“ the dew of Hennon,’^ began to pour from 
every leaf. They made wells around the mul- 
berry trees to prevent the showers from being 
absorbed in the sand of the desert, and then 
shook the trees again. They drank ; but, 
though refreshed, they were not satisfied. 
They looked to Sheshbazzar again. His eyes 
were up unto God. He raised the song of 
Degrees’^ in that ‘‘house of their pilgrimage.’* 
All joined in it, and sung, “ I will lift up muie 
eyes unto Jie hills, from when.",e cometh my 
help. My help cometh frpm the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth.’* The pilgrims paused. 
Nu cloud -appeared on Carmel, and no sound 
of rain was heard from the wings of the win(l, 
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‘Hath the Lord forgotten to be gracious 
Was a question quivering on tlie parched lips 
of many. Sheshbazzar alone was utterly un- 
moved. He raised again the song of Degrees, 
and his rich and mellow-toned voice sounded in 
the wilderness like the jubHee-trumpet amongst 
the mountains of Jerusalem. The pilgrims 
listened as if an angel had sung : — ‘‘ He will 
not suffer fliy foot to be moved : he that 
keepeth thee will not slumber. The Lord is 
ihy keeper; the Lord is thy shade upon the 
right hand. The Lord shall preserve thee 
from all evil : he shall preserve thy soul. The 
Lord shall preserve thy going out, and thy 
c(>ming in, from this time forth, iind for ever- 
more.^’ He {»Qu.sed, and bowed hie head, and 
worshipped. Tli^* pilgrims felt their faith in 
God reviving, and renewed their part of the 
song: 1 will lift up mine eyes unjo the •hills, 
from whence cometh my help. My help cometh 
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A)m the Lord, wlio made heaven and eartli. 
And whilst they simp:, “ the Lord g-ave a 
teons rain” to refresh his weary heritage in the 
wilderncss- 

When tlicy had drank, and were satisfied, 
and had blessed die God of their fathers, 
Sheshbazzar said, — My cliildren ! the Pro- 
mises of God are the mulberry trees in this 
valley of tears. The dew of heaven lies all 
night on their branches, and some dew may 
always be shaken from them. When I was 
widowed, like our father Jacob, I shook that 
unfading mulberry tree, ‘ The Lord liveth ; 
and blessed be the rock of my salvation.^ When, 
like David, our king, I was bereaved of my 
cliildren, 1 "shook that broad-bTanching mul- 
berry tree, ‘ I will be unto tfi ^^ a. better j)ortion 
than sons or daughters,^ Accordingly, I have 
found no trial',' without finding some dew of 
consolation upon the trees of promise, when- 
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ever I shook tljein. And when more was rff- 
cessary, God has strengthened me with strengtii 
in my soul.” 

The pilgrims looked at the mulberry trees 
in the valley of Baca, which they had shaken, 
and smiled complacently *oti the good old man. 
He l^w i'l, and continued his parable : — 

“ It was not whilst Job pondered and 
brooded ovcV his calamities, that he said of 
God, ‘Though* he slay me, yet will 1 put my 
trust in him : ’ he was shaking the mulberry 
tiees when he said this; and when he said, 

‘ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away; blessed be the name of the Lord.' Abra- 
ham would never Lave yielded Isaac to the 
altar, if he hafi not shaken that groat mulberry 
tree — ‘ In thy shall all the nations of the 
earth be blcsscdl ” 

Thus the pilgrims went on, from strength 
to strength,” listening to the wisdom of Shesh- 
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bk^zzar; and every one of them" appeared 

before God in Zion/' 

It is, perliaps, quite as necessary to explain 
the implicit faith of some Matrons, as tlie 
doubting faith of otliers. 

Amongst many fond and fanciful names, 
which Sheshbazzar’s young friends "bestowed 
upon him, the favourite one, with them, was — 
the Beershebean Eagle. Agreeably to this 
title, his grove, upon *hc hill of vineyards, was 
called the Eagle’s Nest. The emblem was 
not misapplied ; for “ as an eagle stirreth up 
her nest, flutteretli over her young, spreadeth 
abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them 
on her wings," so Sheshbazzar guarded and 
guided his ‘yoRog friends. It vtas not often, 
however, that the old manvl‘ould climb , the 
hill of vineyards to visit the eagle’s nest. His 
favdurite sent *was undpr his fig tree. But 
there — his young friends could not be aIon-3 
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with him. Tiie eldciS of Beersheba ofteji 
vi^hted him there, after the? evening’ sacrifice ; 
and some of them had no synipatliy with tlie 
vivacity of the young. Slieshbazzar^s eaglets 
seemed, to jthem, to fequire checks rather than 
encouragements. He hino^elf was often told, 
that if Ilf did not clip their wings, they would 
soon flee ofl‘ from the ark of the covenant, and, 
like Noah’s .faven, never return. Sheshbazzar 
was wont to ^say, in answer to this, ‘‘ that 
wings were not made to be clipped ; if their 
flight be well directed, they cannot be too wide, 
nor too strong. Let us treat the young as 
Noah did the dove ; welcoming them into the 
ark of our confidence whenever they arc weary, 
and never puy:ing then, upon the jving except 
for sacred purpos<;s : then, like the dove, they 
will return ^ bringing an olive leaf’ to garland 
our grly hairs.” 

The elders of Beersheba had not been treated 
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tl^s in the days of their youth ; and, there- 
fore, they did not ifnderstand the principles of 
Shcshbazzar’s conduct. “ It is one of your 
odd ways,’' they said, ‘‘ and whoever lives to 
see the end of it will find that the old way of 
checking is the best.” He meekly answered, 
“We can never che^k what is evil in the 
young, unless we cherish what is good in 
them.” Agreeably to this mar.im, he re- 
quested his young friends to meet him in the 
grove after the hour of the morning sacrifice. 

They came to the eagle’s nest, full of the 
recollections of the former evening, and evi- 
dently mortified by them. Sheshbazzar saw 
this, and began, at once, to characterize his 
aged friend^; that, in the pre^nce of their 
sterling worth, their slight ^yeaknesses might 
be forgotten. 

’'V^e can appreciate and admire,’ said 
Esrom^ “ the meek patience of Git her ^ and 
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the warm zeal of Laish, and the solemn pietv 
of MaMo7i, and the cedar-like integrity of 
Jasher ; but we can learn nothing from their 
lips! Their character is eloquent, whilst they 
remain silent. Wheti they speak, the charm 
dissolves ; for they are all men of one idea, or 
their thouglits have no connexion. How is 
their character thus superior to their know- 
ledge ? You often tell us that we shall never 
a^t better than we know. Are they not excep- 
tions to this rule ? 

Not in the least, Esrom,’' said Shesh- 
bazzar ; and, when you have more than one 
idea of this subject, you will find that their 
character is superior, not to their knowledge, 
but to their talents and tongue^. Eacli of 
them knows experimentally that the God of 
his fathers is the God of Salvation ; and that 
single *truth, when vividly and habitually rea- 
lized by •minds of any order, is quite suffi- 
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c^nt to account for Any degree of liope or 
holiness. The minds of the elders are, indeed, 
comparatively narrow ; but they are com- 
pletely Jullf and absorbed with the truth of 
truths; and a skraths mind cannot be 
more than full ! 1 , should, indeed, prefer to 

sec their thoughts in vdustcrs like the grapes, 
and in ears like the corn, or at least threaded 
like the pearls of the Queen of iSlieba ; but 
pearls do not grow in strings, a.nd the wine >«s 
sweetest when the grapes are picked off from 
the stalks, and tlie ear must be broken up 
before the corn can be made into bread.’' 
Thus Sheshbazzar played with the subject,, 
that he might* divert the attention of his eaglets 
from it. Bpt Rachel ’»vas there^. and she had 
been wounded, as well as .mortified, by the 
cold looks and cutting sarcasms of the elders ; 
and she wa^ now more intent upon’ excel- 
ling in character, than oi>- shining iii< talent or 
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knowledge, she repeated tlie question — 
do^theSe good men act better than they under- 
stand ? 

Sheshbazzar denied again that they did. 
They merely act better than they explain. 
They have reasons for tlieV conduct and spirit, 

ia 

although they cannot always ‘ render a reason ’ 
in words. Their reasons may be few, but they 
are not weal?. The form of them may not be 
pliilosophical flor fascinating; but tlie sub- 
stance of them is divine. The simple consi- 
derations — *This is the will of God,’ — ‘That 
is for the glory of God,’ — ‘ Thus the Patri- 
arclis acted,’ — determine the character of tlie 
elders, as effectually as the sublimest forms of 

t 

tl^ese facts coifld sway the m aster -sjiirits of the 
universe, and fjfbT more effectually than your 
poetical reasons influence your faith or prac- 
tice.” 

c “ My children,” said the old man, and he 
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b'^came solemn as a dying man, “ mistake not 
my meaning nor motives. 1 look at you too 
often not to see it, and love you too well not 
to tell it — your minds are not yet full nor 
happy by what you know of the God of your 
fathers, as the God of salvation. Your liearts 
are still divided between God and the world. 
You are afraid to forget or forsake Him, and 
it is well ; but you do not delight to be often 
alone with Him in prayer, nor to meditate 
upon His character, except when your thoughts 
assume forms of mystery or majesty. You 
are rather fascinated by S2(blini,e ideas of 
Jehovah, than affected by sweet or solemn 
ideas. IIis character attracts you more Ly 
the boundlc!»s range which it dpens to your 
excursive imagination, than Hy the solid basis 
it affords for your eternal hopes. Accordingly, 
were ' your bes^. thoughts resolved into their 

t 

sim})Ie elements, they would lose more tliar 
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one-half of their hold upon you. The facts 
th^' great salvation, without its figures, would 
be held tame by you — so much are you the 
creatures of fancy. But what are the constel- 
bated imaged with which genius has enshrined, 
as with another ‘cloud o1’* glory,’ the ark of 
the covenant ; compared with tlie simple fact, 
that our God is the God of salvation ? This 
truth duly apprehended and appreciated, would 
render the ark* of the covenant glorious in 
your eyes, even if the shechinah were removed 
from it, or had never rested upon it.’’ 

‘*True, father,” said Rachel, blushing as 
she spoke ; “ but the God who gave the cove- 
naiit of promise, gave the shechinal) of glory 
along with it. ^ He l.'imself has invested and 
enshrined even truth of truths with its 
chief attractions, and thrown around it all the 
pomp and plenitude of ynagery.”' 

I grant it, my daughter — readily grant it, 
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itud cordially rejoice in the ‘ divers manners ^ in 
which God spoke unto our fathers by the {pro- 
phets. 1 feel that I owe much both to the 
splendid and the mysterious forms in wliicli 
the great salvation has been revealed. 1 
doubt, from the cbtiracter of my own mind, 
whether the covenant, if given in simpler 
forms, would have arrested my wayward 
attention, so as to win and fik my volatile 
heart. The majesty of God's language’ is, 
however, a part of God's infinite condescension. 
Nor must we forget the character of our nation, 
when He multiplied and heightened the hal- 
lowed enshrinements of the covenant. Noah 
required nd shechinah on Ararat, nor Afira- 
ham on Moriah, to ^endear tli.e covenant, to 
them, or to induce them to^.^it the bloody seal 
of sacrifice to it. Both the magnificence and 
the’ variety of Mosaic worship are, therefore. 
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the measure of our fathers* minds, when tlj^y 
ca ne out of Egypt and settled in Canaan. 

‘‘ But I have no wish to evade the force of 
Rachel’s remark. God has as evidently di- 
versified the forms of^ truth to please the mind, 
as the flavour of fruits, di; the colour of flow- 
ers, to gratify the sens^js. The food of tlie 
soul is obviously from the same hand as the 
food of the body. It is not, however, the rind 
o.'’ the pomegrjvnate, nor the bloom of the grape, 
nor the golden tinge of the corn, that we prize 
most. We do prize these lovely hues as proofs 
of ripeness, but the nourishment is in the fruit 
which they beautify : so it is with revealed 
truth. 

“ I have thought too, at tim^, that there 
are deeper reaso^F^for the ^ profusion of figura- 
tive language in the word of God, than some 
suspect. For, by thus seizing upon aU the 
sublime aiitd lovely objects in nature, and con- 
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s^crating them to the illustration of the Divine 

•u 

character and government, so that the^^ hvyn 
as lamps around the eternal throne, God has 
created a grand antidote against Idolatry. 
The natural objects which are the gods of 
other nations are tliir made the mere servants 

h 

of the true God, or unly tlie shado\ys of his 
glory : so that what they worsliip, we employ 
as helps in his worship. And, who could bow 
to the sun shining in his strength, or kiss the 
hand to the moon walking in her brightness, 
who had once read, that God is tlie ‘ Father of 
lights, without variableness or the shadow of 
turning?' Esuom ! you can follow out this 
hint ; it is qui':e in your line of things. 

And, Rachel, the following iunt is in your 
line. There is a strong tendency to extremes 
in the human mind. Some who love nature with 
entliusiasm, loathe religion, or conceal their 
dislike to it under the thin veil of polite and 
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vague compliments. Others love religion wj^’h 
nriqucotionablc cordiality ; but, from seeing 
the votaries of nature averse to the word and 
worship of Jehovah, they are afraid of nature, 
and inclined to frown upon every reference to 
its beauties or sublimiti^sk. .fhey thus seem 
to tliink tliat a star or a flower is as likely as 
Baal or Ashtaroth,to estrange the human mind 
from God afid godliness. In their estimation, 
it is heresy to speak well of “ the sweet influen- 
ces of the Pleiades;” and empty sentim(‘ntality 
to be a fleeted by tlic varied scenery of the 
heavens or the earth. They confine themselves 
to scriptural language, and yet forget that it is 
full of nature ! The word of God registers all 
the works of God, and calls thein^dl forth ‘ in 
their season,’ to*lio homa'^e to itself and its 
subjects ; and yet these good people seem un- 
conscious of the fact. , Was it not* as an*anti- 
dotc against this divorce of nature from reli- 
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gijn, that God incorpdi’ated with the revela- 
tion of eternal things so many appeals /o the 
scenes and seasons of nature ? Rachel, this 
is in your new line of things. Whilst you 
were prayerless, you were a mere sentiment- 
alist ; and only too willing to find excuses for 
the neglect of the Scriptures. You preferred 
the works of God to the word of God. ThivS 
proved how little you read the latt'er, and how 
superficially you studied the former. Nothiifg 
honours nature so highly as the Bible has 
done. Moses and the Prophets have looked 
upon the heavens and the earth with a more 
poetic eye than the poets of antiquity, or the 
harpers of oir." own times.” 

Thus the rEagle of £;eershebar guarded and 
guided his young. 



No. V. 

TllE MARYS AT TliK CROSS. 

There are no fainili^ir expressions wliicli a 
Cliristiaii understands better, or means more 
by, tlniu the empliatic words, — “ visiting 
Calvary,” — “ t,o the Cross,” — “ leaning 

on tlie Cross,” — “ kneeling at the Cross,” — 
“ clinging to tlie Cross,” — “ looking to the 
Cross.” In one or other of these consecrated 
forms of speech, a Christian embodies all that 
id best in the spirit of his penitence, and of liis 
faith, and of his devotion. Indeed, when his 
heart is not at the Cioss, his penitence is 
neither deep nor tender ; his faith neither 
strong nor lively ; his devotion neither sweet 
nor solemn. Wheneviir he ceases* to glory in 
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the Cross, he sinks intg coldness or for'.nality. 
And if he quit the Cross, or lose sight of it, 
he loses both hope and heart, until he get 
back to it again. 

Nothing of this experience has, of course, 
any connexion with the use that was once 
made of crosses and^ crucifixes, in religion. 
When they were most in use, such experience 
was least known. More hearts, ^and more of 
each heart, have been won to Christ (?l‘ucified 
by the preaching of the Cross, than by all the 
visible exhibitions of it which painting ever 
embodied, or sculpture emblazoned. When 
crosses were most numerous, real Christians 
were fewest, and the real Cross least influent 
tial. This is only wli^at might be expected. 
Emblems, by bringing home the crucifixion to 
the senses, kept the understanding and, the 
heart afar off from its great principles, rnd its 
true spirit 
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Bui* whilst Christian experience itself has 
had nothing to do with the once popular uses 
of a visible cross, tlie language in which that 
experience speaks, is, in no small degree, both 
derived and enrich'id from this old source. 
The familiar expressions which once described 
what the body did at a cross, or with a crucifix, 
now describes exactly what the soul tries to 
do when contemplating the Lamb of God, slain 
for the* sin of the world. Not, however, that 
the scripturalworship of Protestantism is thus 
an intended or conscious imitation of the bodily 
service of Popery : no, indeed : such an idea 
never occurs to the mind, even when it is 
clasping and clinging to the Cross in thought, 
just as superstition did to the symbol in 
action. 

'Ve are not, however^ indebted to super- 
stition for all our emphatic forms of exprpsing 
the exercise of faith oi" penitence, at the Cross. 
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Superstition itself borrowed the elenients’of its 
best language, on this subject, from the word of 
God. Both the holding up of the crucifix, by 
the priest, and the looking at it, by the peni- 
tent, are literal irnitationsc: the one of setting 
forth Christ openly crucified,’' and the otlier 
of believing on Him with the heart. In like 
manner, the postures and gestures of super- 
stition at a cross, are imitations of the real or 
supposed conduct of the Marys on Calvary. 
Tlieir concluct, however, deserves something 
better than popish imitation, or even than Pro- 
testant admiration. It is more complimented 
than understood. The Marys were, indeed, 
“the last at the Cross, and the first at tlie 
Sepulchre, of Christ f’^and felt, no doubt, all 
that poetry or piety has ascribed to them, on 
that solemn occasion. They must, however, 
have felt far more, and in another waw, than 
is usually supposed. For, unless the Virgin 
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Mary be an exception \o the others, they hgd 
not^ exactly our views of the death of Christ, to 
guide their feelings. What we look at as an 
atoning sacrifice offered to God, they saw 
chiefly as an atrocious murder perpetrated by 
man. Whilst we see ch^fly, on Calvary, the 
flashing sword of Divine Justice, and the burst- 
ing vials of Divine Anger, they saw only the 
gleaming of the K,oman arms, and the glare of 
Jewish vengeance. Where we hear|phiefly the 
thunders of the Divine Law, they heard only 
the ferocious execrations of a frantic mob. 
Their feelings, whilst witnessing the crucifixion, 
could not therefore be akin to our feelings 
whilst contemplating it. Their sorrow, then, 
de.ep, and meking, and genuine a» it was, was 
not penitence, »or was ^leir overwhelming 
depression humility. Their love to Christ was, 
indeed, at its height, when hi^- own lov*e to 

f * 

them and lo the world was highest : but it was 
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nvt as an atonmg Saviour they loved him 
then. 

They did, however, love him tlien and be- 

( 

fore, as a Saviour: yea, as the only Saviour. 
It is as much under the sober trutli to ascribe 

’ n 

their love to Christ linto sympathy, friendship, 
or ordinary gratitude, as it is beyond ihe timth, 
to ascribe it unto faith in the atoning efficacy 
or design of his death. Two oi the Marys, 
at least, cannot be supposed to’have known or 
believed more, at the time, than the Apostles 
did : and they neither understood then what 
Christ had foretold of his resurrection, nor 
approved what he had foretold of his death. 
Accordingly,’ the women were as hopeless as 
the men, ou the morning of the third day, 
until the Angels tpl . them o’l; his resurrection : 
for it was not to welcome a living Saviour, but 
to complefe 'Jie entonfibment of the dead 
Saviour, that they went so early and eagerly 
to the sepulchre The “ sweet spices ” they 
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hrong'bt to anoint Him/* prove that tli^y 
lia'r? no hope of finding liim alive then. Mark 
xvi. 1. They were not, liowever, without 
faiifi in Him, as tlie Saviour, even tlien. Mary 
of Magdala continuecl to speak of Him as her 
“ Lord,” even wlien shc^ supposed that ids 
body had been removed from the sepulchre, 
and laid somewhere else. John xx. 13. “ Tliey 
have taken ‘away my Lord, and I know not 
where they hav^i laid him,’* was her first answer 
to the Angels, when they said to her, “ Wo- 
man, wliy weepest thou?” I would not graft 
too much meaning upon the word “ Lord** 
itself, in this instance ; nor upon her use of it 
at the time. I will suppose nothing more, than 
that she used i^ then juti in tiro seese she had 
been accustomeda^-to attao^ to it, whilst the 
Saviour was alive : and there is no reason 
whatever to think that His death had altered her 

c 

opinion of either his Messiahship or his Sonship. 
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had, no doubt, blasted all her hope of 
seeing Him establish that temporal kinge?om 
on earth, which all the disciples expected : but 
it withered none of the hopes of pardon and 
eternal life, which she had formerly planted 
upon the power aijid promises of the Son of 
God. 

This is the real point to be kept in view, 
whilst judging of the motives and emotions of 
the Marys at the Cross. They.»did not under- 
stand that the Lamb of God was then taking 
away the sin of the world, or laying down his 
life as a ransom for them ; but they had no 
doubt, even then, of his being the Lamb of 
God, nor of 'his being their Saviour. All tl^eir 
conduct on Culvary,^ and especially the ho- 
nourable and cos^; funerah they prepared for 
Christ, prove, to a demonstration, that 'their 
“ hope in Christ had not died with Kim. It 
does not seem to have dimmed at all, even 
Vheri the sun became darkness ; nor to have 
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sliaken at all, even wLen the earth shook ajid 
tmmhled ; nor to have drooped at all, even 
when the sepulchre was sealed. Their hope of 
safvation was then as much with him “ in 
Paradise,”, as the spirit of the penitent thief 
was there with him. 

Tlie truth of these strong assertions lies on 
the very surface of the narrative ; and applies 
equally to Joseph of Arimathea and Nicode- 
nius. Indeed., there is no evidence, direct or 
indirect, that the death of Christ overthrew 
the spiritual hopes, or altered the spiritual 
opinions, of any of the disciples. It upset all 
their hope of a temporal kingdom, or of what 
lljey called, redeeming Israel but it does 
not seem to liave brought the'ish£«iow of either 
a doubt or a suspicion their minds, in re- 

gard to his Divine character or mission. They 
all forsook Him, indeed, at the crisi§ of hi3 fete ; 
hut not ffom unbelief, but from fear and con- 
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sternation. Tiie sheep scattered wlieii the 
Good Sheplierd was smitten; but they did ^^so 
lest they themselves should be smitten with 
him ; and not because they had ceased to con- 
sider him as the Shepherd and Bishop of their 
souls. The idea of imposture, or fraud of any 
kind, on His part, never seems to have crossed 
tlieir minds, even when ap|iearances were most 
against his claims. John obeyed* that dying 
injunction of Christ, ‘‘ Behold .thy mother!^’’ 
as promptly and cordially as ever he obeyed 
any command given by Christ, when in the 
plenitude of his power and glory. “ From 
that hour that disciple took her into* his own 
house.” John <ix. 27. In like manner, the very 
sadness ” of the two disciples, 6n the way to 
Emmaiis, proves, be;r'jnd all Nioubt, that their 
opinion of their Lord’s integrity had under- 
gone' ’no chang.'e by his death. Their spirit 
would have been bitter or indignant; not sad 
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only, if they had thought him a deceiver. Be- 
si *es . they did not hesitate nor faulter to say 
of Him, even then, that he was both Jesus 
of Nazareth,” and “ a Prophet mighty in deed 
and word before God and all the people.” 

The conduct of the M,arys is, however, still 
more d^ecisive. They never would have fol- 
lowed Christ with tears to Calvary, nor stood 
either nigh* to or afar off from the Cross, if 
ihey had changed their opinion of his truth or 
of his grace. They did not, indeed, recognise 
Him as then sealing the everlasting covenant 
with his blood ; but they evidently saw Him 
sealing tlie truth of both his gracious promises 
and his high pretensions by hi& blood ; for it 
was (and th#y knew »t) because*he would not 
retract nor qual:^ his hi^ claims, that he was 
condemned and crucified. Accordingly, at his 
buriaf, they acted a part, throughout, iti# per- 
fect harrAony with strong and unaltered faith 
in both his truth and grace. For, who does 
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nokt see at a glance, tiiat the Marys neither 
would nor could have lavished their attentions 
and tenderness upon His funeral, if they had 
doubted his faithfulness or his sincerity ? Be- 
sides, Mary of Magdala had a living proof, in 
her own bosom, of His Divine power. He 
l)ad “cast out seven devils’" from her spirit: 
and, as they did not rctui*h wlien he was im- 
prisoned, nor whilst he hung on the cross, nor 
even when he died, she could not but be sure 
that his death had neither disproved his power, 
nor discredited his character. 

I bring out tlicse facts with some care, be- 
cause they enable us to make a right use of 
the example of these holy women : for, they at,e 
thus perfect irodels of fliith in Ihfi truth of the 
Saviour’s promises, g,i>d of lovt*/to the Saviour’s 
character. That faith and love they cherished, 
avowed, and ex^^mplified, when all the aspects 
of the universe seemed to frown upo'.i, and tq 
fig'iit against, His person and mission. Neither 
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the cowardly flight of his friends, nor the reck- 

* 

less fury of His enemies, moved the Marys. 
They “ stood by the crdss,” when the cross 
itstflf could hardly stand on the quaking mount. 
They forsook him n»t, even when they heard 
him declare that God had “ forsaken ” him ! 

They did not, of course, understand, at the 
time, the mystery of that judicial “ lama sa- 
BACHTiiANi but neither its mystery, nor its 
terrors, alienated their afl'ection or their confi- 
dence from the Saviour. None of these 
things moved ” tliern ! Shull, then, less things 
move you from the Cross of Christ ? This is 
the point 1 wanted to bring you to. Now, if 
the Marys did and endured so well, whilst the 

death of Christ was before them only as a 

• • 

murder and a jnartyrd^m, — what a heiglit 
both t'Aeir faith and love \?ould have risen to, 
liad they known, as you know, that it w^as an 
atoning Sacrifice, securing “ eternal inherit-^ 
s 3 
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ance ’’ to all in heaver^, who had died in the 
faith of Christ; and “eternal redemption to 
all on earth, who should then or afterwards 
believe on him! Oh, had they seen then, as 
you see now, how all the curse of the Law 
was cancelled by Hisj, bearing its curse ; how 
all the perfections of Jehovah were satisfied 
and glorified in the highest, by His voluntary 
submission to their will ; how all J;he balance 
and basis of the Divine government wgro 
established /or ever, by Ilis one offering of 
himself as the votary of their holiness, and 
as the victim of their justice ; — had the 
Marys been aware of all this, whilst they 
stood by the, Cross, their conduct' and spi- 
rit, noble as^ tjiese w,7re, vvoii^d have been 
nobler still ! Surely^ then, ypur conduct and 
spirit should not, need not, be inferior to 
theirs,; seeing your knowledge of the g*iory of 
the Cross is so much superior to apy and all 
that they possessed, when they thus rose 
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above ^he fear of peril and reproacli, and 
balanced all the mysteries of the crucifixion 
by faith in tlie characteV of the crucified 
OnTs. 

There is,^ indeed, 'mystery about the Cross 
still. And, ^hy^ should^ tliere not? I will 
not answer this question by reminding you, 
that there is mystery in every thing great 
and small, pental and material, throughout 
tlje universe. But, whilst this fact should 
teach us to expect it in the Cross too, our 
own character and spirit may well suggest 
to us, tliat our faith and patience ’’ require 
some “ trial,” in common with others. 

The Marys were not exempted : and why 
should we b^ so ? Tl^cy ha(j to believe and 
obey, when ther^ was m^re mystery and less 
majesty around the Cross; ?han now invest it : 
for nx»w the crown of thorns, and the ^mock 
robe and j^eed of supremacy, are exchanged for 
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the real crown and scepUe of universal govern- 
ment; the scornful “ Hail, King of the Jews,’' 
is followed by the vying and everlasting “ Hal- 
lehijalis” of all tlie armies of heaven: the 
central cross on Calvary * is succeeded by the 
middle seat on the eteriial throne the 
momentary frown of judicial anger, has given 
place for ever to the endless and unalterable 
complacency of paternal love ; the keys of death 
and the invisible world hang upon the “ vesture 
dipped in blood,” and He who was “ numbered 
with transgressors,” is now identified with 
Deity, in all the homage and glory which 
saints or angels can render. If, therefore, the 
miracles which the Marys saw, and the voices 
from heaven which they heard, jDroved to them 
the Divinity of Christ, and counterbalanced all 
the wants and woes of His earthly lot ; surely 
His place on the throne and in the worrdiip of 
•Heaven, may Wtll overpower every difficulty 
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which reason meets, oj» speculation suspects, 
in l4ic»Divinity and glory of tlie Saviour. 

1 neither profess to solve tlie mystery ot 
His incarnation and sacrifice, nor pretend to 
be unaffected by it ; but I do claim the right 
to be lieard and heeded •yvhen I say to you, 
that an atoning Saviour is the universal creed 
of Heaven, and the only creed on earth which 
converts sinners, or consoles saints. 

•Happily, only a few females, amongst the 
increasing thousands and tens of thousands of 
the intellectual, have had the fool-hardiness to 
stand forward in open hostility to the Godhead 
of the Saviour. This pitiable contrast to all the 
puje spirits around the eternal throne — this mon- 


strous singularity, in a^^univerwc which adores 
the Lamb, — is nots^ presenl>d by many of your 
sex. Long may it be proverbially true of the 


sex at farge, that they are still the last to‘quit 
the Cross, And the first to visit the Sepulchre. 
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You have, perhaps^, some reproach to en- 
counter, in thus imitating the Marys. , Well ! 
brave and bear it as they did. Had they not 
dared all hazards, how many souls might have 
been lost, whom their noble example has won 
to Christ? Had tli/^.y shrunk back from own- 
ing Him, after having*' received so much grace 
from him, how many traitors and cowards 
might have sprung from their timidity ? And 
should you flee or flinch from the Cross,* in 
order to escape “ the reproach of it, you* will 
peril more souls than your own. 

It is, indeed, a trying dilemma when a wife 
or a daughter cannot “ confess Christ in their 
family, without giving offence. It is a yery 
strong temptation to oe silent,, or to compro- 
mise evangelical troth, when the avowal of 
that truth breaks tlie peace and harmoily of 
hoi;n»3. Firmness is, however, kindriess*^* to the 
opposers. There is no such cruelt) to an u.n- 
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believing partner, parent, or brother, as break- 
ing ofa.ith with Christ, in order to keep tlie 
peace vvitli them. For, what is tliis peace, 
wliilst you must carry about with you the 
horrible coniscioiianess that they must perish 
by their unbelief, and that yon are abetting 
that unbelief! I invoke, adjure, you to con- 
sider this ! For, could you so conceal your 
faitli from them, as to satisfy them without 
peiiling your own soul, you would but more 
effectually peril their souls. 

Look again at the Marys, and be firm. 
Depend upon it, if you have to witness for 
Clirist at home, your firmness will eventually 
win, souls at home, as well as save yourself. 
Let Azur aiid Zalman” suggest to you 

how you may jc¥a fidehly with tenderness, 

• » ^ 

in dealing with ‘‘the enemies of the cross of 
Christ.' 
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Azuu and Zalmon were “ Hebrews of the 
Hebrews,” and had been Pharisees , oft . the 
Pharisees ; but both had renounced Judaism 
for Christianity, although from different prin- 
ciples. Zalmon was won by the -Example of 
Christ : Aziir by the Atonement of Christ. 
Zalmon was fond of the Oriental aiul Grecian 
pliilosophcrs wlio speculated on Christianity ; 
Azur refused to associate with them, and 
would not acknowledge them as believers. 
He loved Zalmon as the friend of his youth, 
but treated his pretensions to be a Christian as 
unfounded ; for they had been advanced in 
tliis form and spirit : 

I can tio longer resist the evidence^ of 
Christianity*;’’ s^id Zalmon : “ I4ce the autum- 
nal floods of JordaA, they l>iar unto the Dead 

( 

Sea every objection, as it comes withih the 
mighty sweep of their swellings. 'I he all- 
perfect character of Jesus demonstrates j)is 
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Messialiship : it was so^pure, and yet so so^i'cil 
wil!ia’ ; so unbending* in principle, and yet so 
bland in manners withal; so tried by calamity, 
and yet so })atient withal. Although he was 
dragged frotn the cradle to the cross, as it were, 
on the hurdle of povertjf,* by the wild horses 
of slander and persecution, neither agony 
nor ignominy could alienate him from his 
mission, nor* alter his character. Like light, 
he passed throflgh every medium uncontami- 
nated. Not to be a Christian, therefore, is 
irrational.” 

If you mean by his mission, his media- 
tion,” said Azur, I congratulate you upon 
yo&r conversion : and, whatever you mean, 
Zalmon, I hai¥ your truimpli bv^ the preju- 
dices which blind #oiir natio^ to the beauty of 
the Saviour’s holiness. But in your philo- 
sophical circle, it is become fashjonable to 
reduce his^death to the rank of a mariyrdoyn 
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t’ov^truth, and to exalt his example on the ruins 
of his Cross. I may not own this as Plris- 
tianity ; I stand in doubt of you.” 

“ I suspected, Azur, that you would,” said 
Zalmon ; “ you live amongst little minds ; 1 
move amongst the sages of the city. You are 
smitten with the love of mystery ; I am, with 
the love of virtue. It is enough for me to 
find in Clirist, the Sun of Moral Righteousness : 
in that capacity he will hold an eternal mert- 
dian, and shine with healing in his wings, 
until righteousness become universal. Such an 
exampjle the world wanted ; and, having found 
it in Christ, wants nothing more for salvation. 
Here my f ^\i]f begins and ends."' 

“Zalmon.* be seridUs : thus«- the faith of 
Nicodemus began. He ack^iowledged Christ 
to be a Teacher sent from God ; and Cnrist 
treattfd the avowal as unworthy of his notice. 
He did not welcome the meagre C(3mplimen^, 
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but proceeded to teaclif* the ^ Master in Isr^id/ 

th«K die Son of God was sent into the world 

to be lifted up on the Cross, as a sacrifice for 

sin, Remetiiber this fact; and * marvel not 
> 

that I say Onto you, Ye must be born again/ 
“My early and tried** friend, 1 will be seri- 
ous. I * have marked, Azur, the fact you 
mention, and feel staggered by its bearings. 
It is to the •point. And, as a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews, I carftiot forget that, under the law, 
the pardon of sin was inseparable from sacri- 
fice. The principle of Atonement was as 
prominent in our once holy system, as the 
Temple in our holy city. All this I frankly 
concede to be fact ; but pretend ^lot to under- 
stand it. M)P present opinion is,^That the per- 
fect Example of Christ, apd his illumination 
of Immortality, by raising the standard of 
morals, render sacrifice unnecessary,.** 

‘ “ Zalman ! Zalmon ! sacrifices are, indeed, 
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urii^ecessary now ; but ?)n your jiew principles, 
they were always useless and unme^n/Ag. 
‘ The blood of bulls and of goats could never 
take away sin,’ nor open the gates of Paradise 
to the spirits of our fathers. Think me not 
harsh, because I am" warm. You have for- 
saken Judaism without embracing Christianity. 
Neither Christ nor Moses would now own you 
as his disciple. You occupy a {Vlace against 
which Sinai and Calvary equally roll their 
thunders. Am 1 therefore become your enemy 
because I tell you the truth ? Let them flatter 
you who love you not: I love you, and there- 
fore warn you. And now, having done so, 
1 will reason with you. Was not the Messiah 
promised to ine’" FatlidVs? And did not the 
faithful of all age^ rejoic (” to see his day, 
even afar ofl ? But, if he came only to teach 

, j 

^A\\^*^xemi)\ify ^/ iutue , what benefit could they 
derive from his work ? They expected beneflt 
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from his mission, and di^d in the faith of reap- 
iiig^its blessings; but if these consist in his 
EXAMPLE, tlicy rejoiced without cause ; for all 
the influence of an example, however good, 
extends only forwardy not backward. On your 
principles y thereforCy the f^Fathers had neither 
part nor Jot in the mission of Christ F 

True, Azur : but if the Fathers needed 
neither part nor lot in it, what follows ? ” 

' “ If they did, not ! Zahnon, are you or they 
the best of their need? If their guilt, 

and their sense of it, be Judged from the number 
(T their sin-offerings, their need of salvation 
was absolute. Besides, they looked beyond 
the sacrifices to the atonemert typified by 
them ; and ^hus avo^ved t\ieif^ need of a 
Divine propit iatioj;i. In ig»word, they expected 
the 'Lamb of God to take Way their sin by 
the sacrifice of himself."' 

“ Puovp that, Aeui’, and I will vie witiT 

T 3 
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you in glorying only iji the Cross. iSut tlie 
«- 

Fathers were in Paradise before the J^cVinb 
was slain. Their sj)ii its were carried by angels 
into Abraham’s bosom as they departed. 
Tliey were, therefore, saved without the atone- 
ment.” 

“No, Zalmon ; they* were saved before it, 
but not without it. What saitli the Scriptures ? 

‘ God hath set forth (Christ Jcsus^to be a pro- 
pitiation through faith in his bjood, to declaie 
his righteousness for tlie remission of sins that 
are past, through the forbearance of God/ 
Here, past sins refer not only to the former 
sins of living believers, but also to the sins of 
all believers Under the first covenant : for tjie 
death of Chcist* declanos the ri^^hteousness pf 
God in forbearing a‘ad forgb ing them. The 
faithful of former ages were, therefore, justfjfied 
and, glorified, in virtue of Christ’s pledge^ to die 
lor them at the fulness of time. On th^t 
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ground* Hiey were admitted into heaven wlien 
the^? died ; but their ‘ eternal inheritance' was 
not conjirrned until liis ‘ death for the redemp- 
tion of the transgressions under the first testa- 
ment.* Tims tlie Atonement had a retrospec- 
tive influence of tlie samt^ kind as its })resent 
and prospective influence. And, that tlie 
Fathers expected this, yea, calculated upon it, 
is self-evidc»t from all the prophets. They 
li light the Chiu'ch to realize the sufferings of 
Christ as tlie sacrilice for lier sins ; and to 
speak as if the Lamb had been * slain from the 
foundation of the world.' ‘ He was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities : surely he hath borne our griefs and 
carried our s^rows.’ ^hus th^y both felt their 
need of an atone^neut, atS^d knew that it would 
be made for them. It has been made ; and since 
drat moment, the Old Testament saints^ have 
‘sung a ^Ew Song ' in heaven, saying with a 
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loiaci voice — ‘Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain for us.’ ” 

“ Azur, if your views of the sacrifices be 
-right, your system is as harmonious as it is 
sublime. My scheme, I must confess, does not 
; gree with the whole V^ord of God. The sacri- 
fices^ especially, are not duly explained by it.” 

“ Explained by it, Zalmon ! they are utterly 
useless in it. And yet that they w-^re of Divine 
appointment, is self-evident ; fo^^ neither reasoh 
nor superstition could have suggested them. 
And then, no act of worship was ever so 
signally honoured with the Divine approbation 
as sacrifice. “ The cloud of ylory'* travelled from 
altar to altar, ‘'like the sun through the signs 
of the Zodiac ^irradiating and ratifying them all. 
But, on your principles, the high solemnities of 
sacrificature, which thus charmed and chailied 
dowp^the Shechinah to the earth, were Neither 

I 

useful nor instructive! ‘To the La*' and the 
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Testimony,’ Zalnion ; ai.d, since your philoso- 
phers ‘ speak not according to tliese/ dej)end 
on it, ‘tliere is no light in them.’ Patriarchism, 
vludaistn, and Christianity, unite in confirming 
the Divine maxim, that ‘ without shedding 
of blood there is no remis^iion of sins.’ There 
is, therefore, nothing between us and hell, but 
the Blood of the Lame.” 

“ If such lie the fact, Azur, God be merciful 
to me a sin net ! And * God forbid that I 
should glory, save in the cross of Christ.’” 

“ Amen, Zalmon, and Amen ! \ou will 
now visit Calvary, as the Marys did after the 
Resurrection. They neither saw its glories, 
ncr understood its solemnities, 6n the day of 
the Crucifixftn. I o'ten tlviii^ii: with what 
different feelings ^liey stoo^ at the Cross, when 
they knew it to be the Altar of Eternal Re- 
demption ! Then, how all they had seed and 
h 2 ard on ♦the great day of atonement would 
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me upon them in fo'.ms of supernal majesty 
and supreme glory! Yes; and I fin^^^'like 
them, that my first visit was not my best. 

, I feel ashamed of my first appreciations of the 
Sacrifice of Christ ; they were so vague. And 
still I have much to learn V* 



No. VI. 

THE at the sepulchre. 

Paul,- wlien enumerating the successive 
manifestations of Christ to the disciples, by 
wliich ‘‘ niar>y infallible proofs of the truth 
oi the Resurrection w^re given, adds witli 
great emphasis, “ Last of all, he was seen of 
me.” If Mary of Magdaia lived long enough 
to hear or read this exclamation, how naturally 
and emphatically she must have exclaimed, 
“ First of all, He was seen of meF It is not 
improbable tlllrt both she and SLht'other female 

witnesses of the Resurreefion, did live to read 

• % 

or hear St. Paul’s personal testimony to this 

great truth. How, then, do you thiiik>- did 

* 

they approve of being left out of the list of 
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witnesses by Paul; ser^nug they were tfie firs* 
persons to wlioin the Saviour “ showed hi nisei f 
alive?” The four Evangelists had not treated 
them thus, in their Gospels. In eacb of the 
Gospels, the Marys are placed at the head of 
the “ great cloud of’ witnesses,” which attest 
the Resurrection. Why, then, are they not so 
in the Epistles also? Obviously, because it 
would have been no kindness tc the Marys, 
whatever honour it might have been to theui : 
for, as Paul’s Epistles were chiefly addressed 
to Gentile Churches, and as persecution raged 
in Judea at the time, any reference to the 
Marys, or to the women of Galilee, as the first 
witnesses, might have drawn more visit- rs 
around them chan the} could cC.iveniently, or 
wisely, or safely welcome. Thus both their 
character and tlieir life might have been 
periPJ, had their names been made as pub- 
lie and imperishable in the Epistlei, as they 
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they wete in the Gospel^s. Paul’s silence wag, 
therrf'fore, the shield of their lioly reputation, 
and of their precarious life. Both these were 
hazarded cpiite enough, by the publicity and 
popularity which their names had acquired in 
JudCvL 

BesicKis, you can easily conceive, from their 
character and spirit, how they would count it 
honour enough, for them, to have seen the 
Lv rd first,” evpn if there had been no notice 
taken of the fact by the Evangelists. The 
sweet consciousness, that His first appearance 
was to them ; that His first “ All hail” of wel- 
come was to them ; that His first smile, after 
the sorrows of death, beamed ob them ; and that 
His first woriJs, after tfie silercc ,of the grave, 
were addressed to them:* this, all this, must 
havt; been joy unspeakable *and inexhaustible. 
The JViarys could no more forget it, or be wnsa- 
tisfied wit^ it, than the Angels who rolled awa]f 
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t^ie stone from the sepiilclire, and wrapped up 
tlie linen clothes within, can cease to reiv, ember 
or to enjoy tlie high honour bestowed on them, 
when thus permitted to minister to Christ, as 
lie rose from the dead. Such honour had not all 
the angels of God tb^n. They were all allowed 
to worship the Son alike, when God brought 
“ in the First- Begotten into the world:’' but 
when He “ brought Him again from the dead, 
by the blood of the everlasting covenant,” 
only “ two Angels’' were admitted to wit- 
ness, or worship, or serve, on that aui^ust oc- 
casion. 

It would be an equally useless and fruitless 
inquiry, to abk why this honour was confij?ed 
to so few of* the angfls, or wh.y it was cop- 
ferred upon those ‘two; it* is not, however, 
useless to inquire why the Saviour showed 
him.telf first to the Marys, when he arose 
from the dead. This was a marked prefo’’- 
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eiice, and, therefore, it must have had practi- 
cal Reasons, wlicther we can discover them all 
or not. 

The great general reason for tliis preference, 
is to be found in the condition of the sex at 
largt at the time. The,y had, Then, runther 
that pii\cc in the Church, nor that raiik in 
society, wliich tliey now enjoy. Male and 
female were pot ^^one,’' in Moses, as they are 
11 jw “all one irj Christ^Jesus : for, altliough 
women were not exactly without a name or a 
place in the Jewish Churcii, tliey had not 
equal privileges with men. They were not, 
indeed, “ outer court worshippers at the 
Temple. Tlieir place in the sacred area was 
both higher a^d nearer , io the, symbols of the 
Divine Presence n the Sitnetuary, than “ the 
coiut of the Gentries; ” sfcll it was fifteen 
steps lower than “ the inner court,’* wher% the 
temple an^l the altar stood, and where all th^ 
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I 

males appeared befoKe God in Zionl Thus, 
although they were not kept so far qpT^V as 
the Gentiles, from the sight and hearing of 
public worship, they were not permitted liter- 
ally to draw ‘‘so nigh unto God” as their 

r 

Fathers, Husbands, or even their brothent did. 

Indeed, in the time of Christ, they were 

treated at the Temple very much as Jewish 

women are now in the Synagogue : placed 

where they could hardly see or, be seen. 

This arbitrary and degrading arrangement 

was not, however, of Divine appointment. 

This invidious distinction did not exist in tlie 

time of Solomon, nor even so early as the 

reign of Man'ksseh. Then there were only /wo 

courts; “ tliL uourt of the priat,” and “ the 

great court.” The ^lace ca»!led “the court of 

the women,” in the second Temple of l/eru- 

Salem, was no^.more “ according to the pattern 
/ 

shown on the mount,” than are the latticed 
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galleries of the great Synagogue of London. 
JiKhaism, as God gave it to Moses, did not, 
indeed, place women altogether upon an equa- 
lity with men, even “ in things appertaining to 
God ; ” but still, it did not degrade them ex- 
actf ’, deeply as ii subordinated them. 

It wfis in reference, therefore, to a twofold 
subordination of the sex, that the Saviour had 
to take effectual measures for making male 
and female “ all one jn Himself.’' He had 
to do something for women, which should at 
once emanc'pate them from human imposi- 
tions, and equalize them in Divine privileges. 
And what so effectual for this twofold purpose, 
as showing Himself alive after his Passion,” 
to women ^st? He . thus pmde the Marys 
apostles, even Jo the i^postles themselves 
Aft^r this crowning distinction, what Minister 
or C’.urch of Christ, could doubt whether 
‘ daughters of the Lord God Almighty,” we3»c 
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I 

ngt joint-heirs with Ijls sons, in all Uie spi- 
ritual heritage of Christianity ? Thus the^Sa- 
viour's treatment of the Marys had a reason 
beyond themselves. He treated them as the 
representatives of their sex : none of whom 
appear to haVe been ^jnongst his public enemies 
either during Ids life or at his crucifixion. This 
is a remarkable fact. Even Pilate's wife warned 
her husband on the judgment-seat^ to have no- 
thing to do against “ dhat just person,'' as she 
called Christ. In like manner, the multitude 
of women who followed the Saviour from the 
city to Calvary, instead of joining with the 
men in the cry of Crucify him," “ bewailed 
and lamented^' him." Indeed, there is no in- 
stance of any focnale offering anyi.public indig- 
nity to Christ, whilst he was upon earth. What 
the private feelings' of the Mothers and Daugh- 
ters of Jerusalem were towards Him, I ao not 

i 

know, of course : but, judging from* the kind 
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notice took of their kindly sympathy, when 
he^^vvas led forth amidst the clamour and exe- 
crations of the Jews to be crucified, I am cer- 
tainly inclined to regard his conduct to the 

Marys as an acknowledgment of that sym- 
«» 

pal y, and thus as a token of* special good- 
will to, their sex, as well as to themselves. 
Luke xxiii. 27, 31. It was also emphatically 
“ good wili to man ! But for this signal 
honour, womeg would^have been kept down 
both in the rhurch and society; and that sub- 
ordination would have weakened the Church, 
and hindered the progress of all the best 
charms and charities of social life. 

He is but a superficial observer, who sees 
in the superior education of r 2 iEaIes now, or in 
the advanced oivilizatioTi of men, enough to 
account for the high and billowed influence of 
Christian wives, mothers, and daughters^ upon 

e 

♦he niorajs and religion of the age. Both these 
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causes of improvement are themselves thfj effect 
of Christ’s bringing male and female equally 
nigh unto God by the blood of the cross, and 
of making them all one in himself: and the 
proof — the demonstration— the seal of this, 
was given in -His appearing ' to women fr-'st. 
His “ All hail,” to tlic Marys, began and led 
to all the holy consideration in which the sex 
are now held, and all the holy influence which 
they now exercise. TJhe impulse which orj^ 
ginated both was given in the Arimathean 
garden. That garden was the Eden in which 
woman was made again a spiritual help- 
meet” for man; the Paradise in which the 
Adams and Eves of the new creation were 

r 

made heirs t^g?ther”^of the grqcjie of Eternal 
Life. Yes ; out of ‘Jiis facb> however mucli 
overlooked or forgdeten now, arose all the -pi- 
ritual,, fellowship, and united co-operation for 
^ood, which has either blessed or ^beautified 
the world and the Church since. 
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Men* Fathers, ana Brethren ! — ye would 
no^ Jiave raised “ the daughters of the Lord 
God Almighty to sit together with you in 
heavenly places with Christ Jesus, liad no^ 
Christ Jesus himself handed them up, and 
pladed them at your very ^side in* all the ordi- 
nances-and immunities of the Church. Ye are 
not, indeed, displeased with this equality, now 
that it is estiiblished. Ye would not alter nor 
disturb it now, ^n any account. Ye are even 
delighted wilh it. Ye would not, however, 
have felt tluis, nor would this equality have 
taken place, had not Christ, by his first act 
when he rose from the dead, given a deathless 
distinction to women. The huobands and fa- 
thers of that age had, not all the honourable 
feelings of this age. They were not withour 

c 

‘‘natural affection;'' but •their religious pre- 
judices checked its current. Even whe^ con- 

o 

j»ugal an^ parental love was tenderest, it did 
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not admit the idea of sj^iritual equality in the 
Church on earth, nor the sweet hope of perfect 
equality in heaven. It was Christianity that 
introduced the present habit of thinking and 
feeling : and it was the example of Christ, ra- 
tified by the first “All hail’ 'of the resurrec- 
tion, that gave effect '\o the claims which 
Christianity advanced on behalf of women. 

All this may seem only a curious specula- 
tion to some men : but to this all men owe 
whatever was influential in the piety of their 
mothers. Yes, young Man ! your Mother could 
not have had all her sweet influence over you, 
even in early life, had she not held, in public 
opinion, as near and dear a place to the heart of 
God and the ftqmb, as your father did, if he 
'also was pious. It 'Hvas he^* equality in the 
Kingdom of God Hn both worlds, that nvade 
her maternal love as powerful as paterniii law. 
Thus had slie stood lower than her hiisband op 
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the settle of spirituar-and eternal privileges, 
yoUt) would not have risen very higli on the 
scale of moral superiority, nor sunk so seldom 
as you have done. 

O, what* dqes not the Church of Christ owe 
to '\)ious Mothers J When I consider how 
little tl#e generality of even godly fathers do, in 
order to train up their children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, I cannot but see 
t'hat the breast of th(f Saviour was first full, 
and first warm, after death, with the mighty 
— the graciours — the wise purpose of creating 
for mothers paramount motives, and opportu- 
nities, and influences for making the lambs of 
tl^iir family the sheep of His fold. He fore- 
saw how rnufli would ':iepend* Oft maternal in- 
fluence, and ho% much* fathers would both 

, r 

lea\^e to it, and throw upon it; and, therefore, 

His first act when he rose from the defi*d, as 

# 

the Sheplierd and Bishop of souls, was to put 
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honour upon his female disciples. Mothers ! 
you are sure now that it is no strain of 
pliment to the sex, which lias run through 
this chapter. You see now that I have not 
been expanding an incident into a system. I 
have, indeed, 'broughtf forward your rightsAtnd 
privileges from a point in the history of. Christ, 
at which they are not usually exhibited or 
pleaded ; but I have done this J'ecause it is 
the true point, and the^public .?»ct towards wcp- 
men, by which He gave triumphant effect in 
the Church to all the claims of his female dis- 
ciples. M^iilst, therefore, I congratulate you 
upon your ecpial, and equally well chartered, 
privileges in Mie Christian Church on earth 
and in heaveti,'^! ren^ind you that you are 
thus blessed, that yS may le blessings; that 
your responsibility^ is equal to your high j!;all- 
ing Christ Jesus, and to your joint-Weirship 
in his kingdom and glory. 
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i 

1 haVe not forgotter; whilst explaining the 
gr#rd general reason of the honour conferred 
on the Marys, that their own character and 
spirit furnish explanations of the preferen(;e 
tiius shown to them. The well known fact, 
tha they were the last at the Cross, and the 
first ^ the Sepulchre, ought never to be for- 
gotten. It is not, however, the only fact 
which seen^ to have influenced the Saviour’s 
conduct towards them,* They had both sat at 
his feet, and followed him in the regeneration 
of life, long and often, before his Passion be- 
gan. From the time they were called by his 
grace, until all his temporal wants ceased, 
they had “ ministered unto him of their sub- 
. stance,^’ and been his,, prompt and willing ser- 
vants. During'^ his ministry, they were at 
once his aptest scholars, ind his firmest ad- 
herents. In a word, we never heard cf them 
'.aking a«y oftence at his doctrine, or giving way 
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to "either the fiery or «ambitious spirit ‘which, 
occasioiiixlly, betrayed the Apostles. This ifAii- 
form fidelity and consistency were not likely 
to be overlooked by the Saviour, when he rose 
from the dead. He who accepted, atid even re- 
warded openly, the testimony which*^ the 

penitent thief bore to His innocence, wes sure 
to honour those holy women, who had so long 
and so closely identified themselves with His 
cause and character. "And did. Whilst 
He only returned sympathy for sympathy to 
the ‘‘ daughters of Jerusalem,’' who only began 
to weep when His woes began, he mani- 
fested himself to the Marys in the garden, the 
moment he parted from the angels in the Se- 
pulchre. They w*ere th^ first admitted to wor- 
ship at His feet, and enjoy Hfe presence, after 
the Angels liad finished their homage tfnd 


services. 
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Is tltcre no practice! lesson taug'ht bjr this 
liislorical fact? Does it illustrate no experi- 
mental fact ? Origen says, “ God hates the 
man who thinks, that any of his holidays las|s 
but one dav-*' He means, that tlie man who 
thin’:'5 of the Crucifixic^n only on Good Fri- 
day, Qr of the Resurrection only on Easter- 
Sunday, can neither please God, nor profit 
himself, by^his devotions. You readily admit 
this to be true* Well* it is equally true, thal 
they have not much of the presence of Clirist 
in public ordinances, and are never sure of 
enjoyment even at the Sacrament, who try not 
to walk with God during the w^eek, as well 

to wait on Him upon the Saobath. When- 
ever there ^is heartlejfs prayei in the closet 
from day to da^^, there* will be no heart- felt 
praise in the Sanctuary ; bAiause no such com- 
munications of grace, nor any such hold^of the 
Cross, a» will tune the heart to the joy of peni- 
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tential grief, or to the juy of a good hope of 
Salvation. Only Marys who follow Qhrlst 
through the week, are sure to meet with Christ 
oji the Sabbath. His salutation, ‘‘ All hail,'^ 

is now awarded most frequently to those who 

' / • 

serve him most faithfully. 

It is also in fine and full harmony all 
just views of both Christ and Religion, to 
reckon that He was much influep^ced in his 
treatment of the Marys/ by theu’ sacred regard 
to the Sanctity of the Sabbath, and by their 
rising so early to visit his sepulchre. During 
His life, he had set them an example both of 
keeping “ The holy of the Lord honourable,’' 
and of early rising. It was “ His custom " to 
go to the Synagogue on the Sabbath day, and 
to go “ early in the liiorning o to the temple. 
This the Marys kntw, and imitated. Not all 
their sorrow or desolation, arising from' His 
death and burial, was allowed' by them to se; 
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aside |heir Sabbatic duties. They returned 
frojH His grave, “ and rested on the SaT)bath 
day, according to tlie commandment.” That 
commandment made no provision nor gave 
any warrant, for nnishing the funeral obse- 
qui?-s even of Clirist, although • he was “the 
Lord of the Sabbath : ’ and the Marys did not 
venture to take a liberty wliich the law did 
not allow. This was not Jewish strictness. 
They only did right. •Nothing but works of 
necessity or of mercy are lawful on tlie Sab- 
bath day : and the completion of the Saviour’s 
funeral was neither. It was no work of ne- 
cessity : for even if His sacred body could 
have seen corruption,” there was more than 
enough of qj;nbalming spices around it to pre- 
vent all danger. ^ It was*not a work of mei c^; 
for that body could no longer suffer, and was 
exposed to no insult. 

, How this example should influence y(fur 
X 3 
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Sabbatic habits and spirit! For, if the^ Marys 
would not finish the rites of Sepulture on ^the 
day of holy rest, even in the case of the savi- 
our, what likeness to them do those women 
bear, who can finish a dress y or pay a visit y 
or take dL jaunt of pleasure, on that sacred ^Fiy? 



No. VII. 

1 AIITIALL'I’J.ES IN HOLINESS. 

' I HAVE Iiearo* and read a gr«at deal (said 
one) about the nature and necessity of evan- 
gelical holiness, and about the only way of 
acquiring it ; but, except in my Bible, I have 
n>et with nothing expijessly on ‘ The Beauty 
OF Holiness.’ There, however, almost as 
much is said about its beauty and loveliness, 
as upon its necessity. Holiness is as much 
commended as it is enforced, in the Word of 
God; and invariably represen^^ed, as being 
equally desirable and essential^, .Now, although 
I certainly do no\ see cfearly what could be 
said on the beauty of hoiimiss, that would help 
me to follow holiness more fully and willingly, 

9 

I do botl^ see and feel, that something mote 
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tlian even a deep sense. of its necessity, is re- 
quisite in order to this. I find that it is only 
in as far as I really love or admire true holi- 
ness, that I follow it cheerfully. A sense of 
duty, or an apprehension of danger, leads me, 
certainly, farther in well doing, than love wtruld 
always carry me : but still, 1 do those things 
most and best, which I love as well as revere. 
Alas, I do nothing as it ought to be done! 
There is, however, a beHer and a worse in my 
obedience ; and the best parts of it are those 
duties which commend themselves to my heart 
by their loveliness, as well as to my conscience 
by their authority. I want, therefore, to see 
all duty in this light; that I may’ choose it 
for its own s^ke, as well as |ubmit to it 
oecause it cannot be safely nfglected.’' 

Perhaps, you hrve thought and felt thus, 
when observing how much more pleasut j you 
tLkc in some duties than in others. You m^st 
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have noHiced, at times, the very great differ^nte 
thert is between the spirit in which you 
discharge the duties you really love, and the 
spirit in which you yield to those you are 
only afraid neglect. In general you are 
** gla when it is said tcjou, ^‘i.et us go up 
to the^house of the Lord:’^ but not always 
glad when both Conscience and the Holy 
Spirit join in, saying, Enter thy closet, and 
shut thy door, ?nd pr^y to thy Father who 
seetli in secret.’^ Even the assurance, He shall 
reward thee openly,’’ does not always charm 
you into your closet, even when you cannot 
exactly plead the want of time to go. In like 
manner, you can in general say from the heart, 
“.How amiaMe are thy Tabernacles, O Lord 
God of hosts.” The house of God presents 
itseh often to your mind, in *the course of the 
week, as the very gate of Heaven. ^Its oracles 
ard ordiwinces, its Avorship and fellowship, 
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Witlj their sweet influences and holy ' associa- 
tions, rise up before you in the world, as '^hey 
did before David in the wilderness, in a vision 
*30 bright and lovely, that you feel something 
of his holy impatience to app^a,^ before God 
in Zion.” Thus yo»v do not say nor th' dv of 
the Sabbath, — ‘‘ What a weariness it is ’ when 
will it be over? ” You do not, in general, feel 
like Doeg in the temple, detained before the 
Lord.” But not so otten in this fine spirft, 
do you anticipate or improve your return to 
the closet and the family altar. And yet, you 
love them more and better than some other 
duties. They also present themselves fre- 
quently as gates of Heaven too. On a bright 
morning, when ' the s/m fills tl.e house, as 
with the glory of the okf Shechinah, how 
exhilarating it is' to bow around the family 
Altar, offering V the morning sacrifice ! ” And on 
a stormy night, or when wearisome eights are 
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before irt;, how soothing it is to join in “the 
eveiii'jg sacrifice ; casting all our care upon 
Him who careth for us? And not less ex- 
hilarating to our spirit, is the closet of secret 

prayer, wlier ^our thirst for coinnmnlou with 

* ^ 

God ardent; nor less* goothing, when our 
cares apd fears are oppressive. Thus there is 
attraction, as well as obligation, in the duty of 
prayer. If 4he law of devotion drive us 
occasionally to both the domestic and the 
solitary altar, the cords of love, or the magnets 
of conscious want and weakness, draw us 
habitually. We need law : but we see beauty, 
and taste happiness, and sometimes lose the 
sen^e of duty in the sensations of delight, 
whilst drawing nigh rnto God. Nothing, 
perhaps, is more ^gratifying to us, than the 
prevalence of a truly devotional spirit in the 

sanctuary and the closet. We welcgme it*as a 

• 

token for good, and reckon it an unequivocal 
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I 

trta^k of grace WhiJ-si we delight irl' prayer, 
we cease to doubt the genuineness of ourCaith, 
and are not tempted to question the reality of 
nour conversion. 

Now all this is as it should be. We cannot 
attach too much ijrportance to a deyritional 
spirit, nor be too watchful to preserve^ it : for 
when this evidence of personal piety declines, 
every other passes under an eclipse, which so 
darkens them all, thafwe arc unable or afrkid 
to trace our connexion with the Sun of Righte- 
ousness. We actually lose His light, when 
we lose our relish for prayer. That relish is, 
however, more frequently lost or impaired by 
not cultivating an equal relish for some other 
duties, than by thcr indulgence of sloth .or 
formality. We are oftener' thrown out of the 
spirit of prayer^ by giving way to wrong 
tempers, than by growing weary of regular 
habits. Fits of ilhhumour, whether fier^ or 
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sulk}^ keep us out o.' the closet whilst they 
Jast^ aud make us afraid to enter it even 
when tliey are over. Hence the necessity of 

attachinf^ almost as much importance to “ a 

'' * 

meek and f^uiot spirit,” as to a devotional 
sp'nt The former, as w^ll as tht latter, is an 
“ ornament of great price in the sight of God 
and ought, therefore, to be equally lovely in our 
estimation. ^ 13ut, how few see so much 
n.oral beauty ip. self-i^ntrol, or in a meek 
spirit, as in a devotional spirit ! And yet, we 
all know well, that devotion is neither hea- 
venly nor pleasing when we are angry or 
peevish. Were it, therefore, only for the sake 
of serenity and holy freedom in the closet, we 
ought to stu(Jy the beauty of ^ 4ioly temper so 
closely, that we •could ^no more leave our 
hun.ours, than our habits, rfo accident; and 
no mure risk the consequences of an unruly 
or hasty spirit, than of a defiled conscience. 
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Ipxieed, for every purpose, whether practical 

r 

or devotional, we ought to regard good tefpper 
as being as truly a mark of grace, as good 
habits, or gracious feelings. It is, in all its 
forms,** the fruit of the Spirit.” ^Accordingly, 
** long-suffering, gentleness, and rucel^ess,” 
are classed with ** love, joy, peace, and faith,” 
in the scriptural enumeration of the special 
fruits of the Holy Spirit. wliat is 

equally to the point, their opposites, “ wrath, 
strife, and variance,” in common with heresy, 
are classed with the worst works of the flesli. 
Gal. V. 19, 23. Were this duly remembered, 
we should feel, in ruling our tongue and 
temper well, that we were as directly proving 
our faith in Gln;ist, and evincing our partici- 
pation of the Holy Spirit, as, .when we mounted 
on eagles' wings in devotion, or melted in 'love 
and penitence at the Sacrament. Yei; and 

should both soar and sing ofte^er, if \ve 
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habitually tried to possess our souls in fia- 
tiei:«e and equanimity. 

But even this is not the duty, which has 
no comeliness’' that commends it to our 
taste. The worst tempered do not admire 
pass'll! even in tliemselvcs, liowdver they may 
justify, or palliate it at times. They often 
excuse it, but they never praise it, nor pre- 
tend that it, makes them happy, ^^crhaps no 
Ohristians see ,so cleSrly, in one sense, the 
deformity of ill temper, as those who are, 
tliemselves, very irritable. They smart and 
suffer so much from giving way to it fre- 
quently, that they know well all its sad effects, 
liowever they may forget its sinfulness, or try 
.to soften it® guilt in their own case. Neither 
are they insensilfle to the beauty of a meek 
and quiet spirit in others^ They even wish 
they were like them; and, if wishing; could 
i^hake th«m so, they would be very glad ! T)f 
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course, it never will ^r in speaking thus, 
they are wishing for what no one has or 'can 
get in this world, — a spirit that should need 
iteither ruling nor watcliing over. Grace to 
rule and watch over their own rebfllious spirit, 
they might obtain by .turning tlieir idle ^'sfies 
into honest prayers : but even prayer itself, 
however fervent, will not bring down from 
heaven into any bosom, a spirit w)uch nothing 
could ruffle, or which -^ould require no look- 
ing after. There is no such temper in the 
universe, except in heaven. Let us not, 
therefore, amuse ourselves by dreaming about 
a lovely fiction, nor deceive ourselves by ima- 
gining that thtjse who have an “ excellent 
spirit,” are '^gifted with it, as<to need no 
self-government nor ji’ains-taking, in order to 
excel. Those who* excel us most in tempbr, 
will all be found to exceed us equahy in 
w<ttchfulness. 
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1 d<\ not forgot, writing thus, that 

inagy aro good-humoured, and even sweet- 

tempered, who yet have no grace whatever, 

nor any concern about it. In such cases, 

. • 
therefore, ^ readily *alIow, and solemnly affirm, 

that the swcetm?ss of their disposition proves 
nothing but the healthiness of their nervous 
system, or the harmony of their physical 
powers, or the absence of provocation. In 
iuch females, therefore, habitual gentleness 
and suavity do not amount even to moral 
principle, and are in no sense tlie fruits of the 
Spirit. The utmost and the best which can be 
said of this happy temperament, is, that it is 
an invaluable gift of Providei ce, very favour- 
able to all yie duties of life and godliness, and 
very useful to society. ’It ought, therefore, To 
be highly prized by all wlgo possess it : for it 
is U-. questionably given by Providence, as a 
Motive to seek grace ; and thus it invokes 


Y 3 



246 


PARTIALITIES IN IIOLlNlibS. 


weighty responsibilities, find leaves its possess- 
ors without excuse, if they neglect the great 
salvation. 

Much more responsible and inexcusable, 
however, are we who have found some grace, 
and hope for still more, if we neglect our tdui- 
per or leave it to accident. For if nature, 
when unusually gentle, bind to improvement, 
how much grace confirms that obligation ! If 
they sin who spoil a ^ne natural dispositior 
by exposing it unnecessarily to temptation, 
how guilty are we when we allow grace to be 
defeated by nature, just because we did not 
try to rule our spirit at the time ! 

It will not do to set off against this neglect, 
the attention v;e ^pay to the great salvation 
itself, and to some of the spiri/;ual duties which 
love to Christ involves. Indeed, the more 
attention we pay to them, the more r'nex- 
cuP/able we are when we give way to a wron,^ 
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spirit. ^ Besides, we do not attend to th^m, 
wli-yst the fit of ill humour lasts. That which 
clouds our brow or convulses our frame, hides 
both Divine and eternal things from our sight, 
for the time; and renders it difficult, even 
afterwards, to rehew clear and calm views of 
them again. Thus, what is really spiritual 


about us, is any thing but a set-off against 

what is natural. “ The image of the hea- 

• * 

enly,’' instead of excising or palliating “the 
image of the earthy,’’ only aggravates its in- 
consistency, whenever that inconsistency is 
allowed, or not singled out for crucifixion. 

Nothing is farther from the real design of 
these hints, than to set an ami^.ble spirit above 
a devotion|l spirit. My ol^jc:t is, to show 
clearly how the^ help Ijacli other, and how 
mveh they depend on ea(ili other; that thus 
we n ay be equally careful to cultivate both, 
ar^i emphatically, the wings on whAib 
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the soul rises to heavep i and if either wing is 
allowed to drop often, the other will not Vear 
the soul far nor frequently within the veil. 
Hence the necessity of making Christian tem- 
per a matter of deliberate study, -ind I mean 
by studying itf, not mfrely trying to rule^your 
spirit better tlian you have done, nor even 
being more upon your guard than formerly ; 
but also contemplating its own native loveli- 
ness, and its great pritie'" in^thc sight of God 
and man, as an ornament^' of female charac- 
ter. It must be loved, in order to be habit- 
ually attempted. But loved it will not be, 
until its own loveliness is seen and felt. We 
must be charm'ed by the beauty of this feature 
of the Divine 'Srpjage, as well as ^charge our- 
selves by its authorit'y or itS' necessity, if we 
would really abound in it. 

This is equally true in regard to a fo/'bear- 
in| and forgiving spirit. The duty, of long- 
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sufFerinj^ under injur), and the still hardier 
dut'jp of both forgiving and forgetting the in- 
jury, may stand very clearly ITefore the mind, 
and evei^ have much weight upon the coij- 

't 

science. iYg may neitlier despise nor dispute 
our obligation, to bury Jn oblivion whatever 
we have suffered from the hand or tongue of 
others : and yet, all our heart may rise and 
writhe against the duty of telling, oi showing, 
tne offenders, d>at we* do forgive and forget. 
Indeed, we are inclined to think it quite 
enough, if God know that we are trying 
to do it in his siglit. Nothing, perhaps, is 
more mortifying than the idea of making 
ktjown to the offender, face to face, that we 
have got ov^r the offence : eywcJfpt, indeed, the 
idea of confessing our* own faults to those 
whom we have offended.# Both duties are 
sadly against the grain of human i:)atu^e^ even 
v.'nere gr^ace has no small influence upon the 
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lieart,. Accordingly, rvciUier duty is, ir: gene- 
ral, well gone through, even by those .^.Vho 
cannot be easy before God until their breaches 
w'th man are openly healed. 

Here, again, the failure in this, |/*art of holi- 
ness, arises from not sHidying the beauty^^of a 
riglit spirit. We look at both confessing and 
forgiving, too much in the lights of tliis world, 
or tlirough the eyes of otlicrs ; and thus come 
to deem tliat mean-spirited or very weak, 
whiclj God reckons signally noble and pecu- 
liarly lovely. Whilst, therefore, a deeper 
sense of positive and imperative obligation to 
confess and forgive, is of immense importance ; 
still, that alone^ will not lead to much of either 
until both are^ admired for their beauty, as 
well as admitted because oi their authority. 
We must learn to love these duties because 
they are lovely in the sight of God ; and for 
the sake of the good they create and the 
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mischief they prevent » as well as for the sake 
of tjie laws which enforce them : for, other- 
wise, we shall shrink from them entirely, or 
perform them grudgingly. 

I have rl^)w said quite enougli to convince 

you, that more than regard to the law of holi- 

' • 

ness, or than the dread of the penal sanctions 
which enforce it, is necessary, in order to a 

cheerful and impartial following of holiness. 

• * 

We must be drawn b)i» its silken cords, as well 
as driven by its knotted whip : for, otherwise, 
we shall not go far enough, to make our call- 
ing and election sure; nor readily enough to 
prove that “ the love of Christ constraineth 
us."' 

The grand question here, however, is, how 
are such winning views of the beauty of Holi- 
ness to be acquired, without a degree of study 
greater than we have time for, and deeper 
than our talents can reach ? Vow, happiJy, 
th§ Ethics of Holiness •are both few and 
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simple. Its chief reasons are founded upon 
what God is, upon what Christ lias don^ for 
us, and upon what is obviously wanted as pre- 
paration for the enjoyments and engagements 
of Heaven. 

Did you ever observe how the first of 
these reasons (whicli is the most profound) is 
brought before us in the Scriptures? As He 
wlio hath called you is holy, so bp ye holy in 
all manner of conversation * because it is 
written, Be ye holy, for I am holy.’' 1 Pot. i. 
15. Thus calling Grace introduces commanding 
Holiness. God appeals to what he has done 
for us, before telling us all w’e must be. What 
is written” to' us on the subject of holiness, Js 
founded upon \ilH?,t is ** wrought ” jn us by the 
Holy Spirit. God reminds us tliat he has called 
us by his grace, when he invites us to contem- 
plate a^ud copy his holiness. Thus He interests 
ou'r hearts, that he may exercise ovr under- 
standing, and sway our conscience, by ihe 
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priories i)f his own c^'oracter. Truly God. is 
love* in the very manner in which he gives law 
to his cliildreri ! 

Now we fondly hope that what we have 
felt of the •':^')wer and sweetness of the Gospel, 
is, tlie gracious **calling” of Gr^^l. We may 
be soinewhat afraid to say that it is, positively, 
tliat efibctnal calling of God, w])i(*]i is witli- 
out repentance” on liis [lart : but we are very 
anxious tliat it m^ty pnfve to be so, and quite 
sure that it lias been elfcctual for some good 
purposes upon both our hearts and habits 
already. Wc may not see so clearly the pre- 
cise time of our call, as to be able, like Paul, 
to point to the very moment of our conversion, 
saying, “ V^^lien it pleased Gsoa to call me by 
his grace:” but* we do remember the time, 
whv.n we disliked godliness, *and felt no need of 
gracef We are very glad that 
These tin'es are past ! 


2 
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ai\d would not lor ^w^rlds they sliQuld re- 
turn . 

Well; the holiness of God did not prevent 
Him from calling' ns hy his Spirit, even whilst 
we were dead in trespasses aii/i sins/' In 
fact, it was b^icause ^1e is glorious in holiness, 
that the love wherewith he loved us vylieii he 
quickened us, was so “rich in mercy:” for 
had he not loved Holiness infinitely, he would 
never have taken onC step, nor made obe 
stoop, to make us holy. We need not be 
afraid, therefore, to study how holy the God 
who called us is. Had he been less holy, he 
would not have called us nor any one. Well, 
therefore, may' the harp of Judah be listeqed 
to and obeyec*?, ♦evhen it invites us to “ give 

I 

thanks at the remembrance of His holiness:” 
for were not Gof^. infinitely and immuta'bly 
lioly, there would be no grace to give thanks for. 
mention this particularly, because? it is too 
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coininor. to speak and ‘l)«nk only of llie Love or 
the Mercy of God, when gratitude for grace is 
claimed from us. All grace, however, is given 

for lioly ]airjjcses; and, theiad’ore, it otiglit l^o 

% 

lead out ou'v tlioughts to the Divine Holiness 
wliK'h is the moral reason of tins,* as well as to 
tlie Di.vfhe Love whi(‘h is tlie original foun- 
tain of grace. The character, as well ns the 
lieart, of God, must he kept in vi/’w. We 
liave no more rigjjl to ITjok at tlje latter, nj)art 
from tlie former, for (‘omfort, tlian the twelve 
tribes of Israel liad to look only upon the 
breastplate of Aaron for their names, when he 
interceded before tlie Lord. Their names 
were also upon the beryl-sionvs, on his 
slioulders. *Thns they wc’e * jdaced upon 
the seat of autlr)rity, as well as upon tlie 
sea., of sympathy; and* bciiie where govern- 
ment tested, as well as where gra('e rejgned. 
It'^is in ^allusion to this, that it is said ^f 
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Olirist, “ The governin 'nt shiili be upon his 
shoulders.” 

There is, therefore, something wrong in our 
views, if we are afraid to tliink of tlie lioliness 
of God : and if we dislike to think ^jf it, there is 
niueli wrong hi our hearts. Our dislike will not 
move, liowever, until our dread is removatl. Bo 
long as tlie holiness of God presents any thing to 
terrify us: or is regarded as an attribute which 
is against us; or as an awful perfection whicti 
would turn from us with abhorrence, were 
It not prevented by Love and IVIercy; so long 
we shall not love it. We cannot love the 
holiness of God, whilst we reckon it our 
enemy, or regaVd it as no farther our friend, 
than just as far as tlie intereessi^^n of Christ 
keeps it from breaking out u/>on us in fury. 

This, alas 1 is, however, the ordinary View 
of it. In this light, the generality coliteni- 
piate it : and therefore dislike the subject. If 
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serins ty them, to have “ no beauty” lliat tliey 
slio’Jd desire it. Do you feel at all in this 
way ? Does the Holiness of God appear to 
you an attribute flashing- rather with dfevour- 
ing- hre, tl^'fiii with soil s})lendour ? Do you 
lodh to it only from necessity ; ajad never from 
choice, excc|)t when you feel your need of a 
strong clieck upon yourself? Were you never 
so cliarmod by the beauty of Jehovali’s holi- 
ness, as to give thaiM^s at the remembrance” 
of it? Can you hardly imagine liow you 
could ever so get over your instinctive dread 
of it, as to delight in thinking of it, or to be 
capable of contemplating it witli composure? 
P^oes it seem to you impossible to be as much 
charmed w^.li tlie holiness of Gf)d, as you have 

i 's* 

been with his lov« and niercy ? 

multiply these quesyons, and magnify 
thclr^importance, pisl to throw your tljouglits 
bdly oli^from vulgar opinion, and fail I v foil tli 
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Upon the revealed cliarap^ter of God Christ. 

» 

“ In the face of Jesus/’ the brightness of the 
glory of the Divine holiness, shines as mildly 
as the softest radiance of any perfection yon 
admire. 

In order ta be convinced of this, you have 
only to ask yourself the single question, — 
“ Were God unholy, what security would re- 
main for the continuance of any of liis lovely 
perfections ? ” Do youi^ not see at a glance, 
that llis holiness preserves them all ? It is 
the vital principle of the Divine character. 
Because it lives — Love, Mercy, Grace, Truth, 
and Wisdom “ live also.” 

But 1 have gone so fully into this subjec/, 
in my little wo.k on “ Manly Pii^ty,” that I 
must leave you to iollow the hint for 
yourself ; for, in fact, 1 have exhausted all my 
definite ideas already. 
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Remkmiu:r your rank, my Lord and 
respect it,” said a venerable friend of mine 
(apart) to a^ young nobleman, who had so far 
forgotten all that he <^wed to his order,” as 
to descend to vulgar manners and language in 
the IVTail. The deserved reproof had the de- 
sired eiiect : the young man resumed all the 
proverbial urbanity and politeness of his high 
station. 

This is one of the b^neftciltl influences of 

hereditary and official *lank : it imposes pro- 

» 

pi.ety on power. It doej not always prevent , 

vicef but it preserves decorum, and enforces 

• • 

tiie senj[>lanec of viitue, in the intercourse* of 
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society. When nobilit,v^ however, is ei)shrinecl 
with noble recollections of patriotic anco try 
which hallow it more than age, or wealth, or 
heraldry, more is expected from it than deco- 
rum or courtesy. The descendants of the 
champions and martyrs of both civil and reli- 
gious Liberty, are expected to breathe the 
spirit, as well as wear the mantle, of tlie patriots 
wljo immortalized their name. A Russell, 
Sidney, or Hampden, 'vvithout public spirit , 
or a Wickliffe, Ridley, Cranmer, Baxter, or 
Owen, without Protestant spirit, would be an 
anomaly, equally unnatural and repulsive to 
the public mind : for whilst “ England expects 
every man to do his duty,'’ to her sacred 
liberties, she caftu^ates upon sacrifices, as well 
as duty, from the lineat repres'uitatives of “ the 
mighty dead,” who claimed with their voiue, 
or scaled with their blood, the cliarter oC her 
independeiice. Such associations nrc noV, 
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lioweves, the only sovr^jes of honourable lUid 
insi'jring feeling, which tells well upon the 
interests of society at large. Nothing has 
softened^ or purified the intercourse of social 
life, more t^an the self-respect of females. By 
respecting themselves, for the sal«e of their sex, 
they Jjave won respect and homage. Their 
moral influence has kept pace witli their moral 
tastes and Jntellectual cliaracter, ^ind made 
itself felt like fragrance, in all directions ; and 
felt most when, like fragrance-flowers, they 
seem unconscious of their own sweetness. 
They have thus created “ a law unto them- 
selves,” which promulgates itself without a 
t'^umpet, and explains itself without words, and 
prolongs it^ own authorit^l^y tfieir silence. A 

look defines it eten to the dull ; and a blush 

* 

defends it like lightning, #from the designing. 
A #Dman has only to respect hersejf as a 
\Voman,in order to be respected. 



262 


CmUHTlANS HOLY TEMPLES. 


:Yoii feel, accordingly,, that you ovv/:^ much 
to your sex, on its own account. You^see 
at a j^Iance, both what is worthy and what is 
unworthy of it. Y'ou do not, and cannot, 
forget what is expected from you 01/ the single 
ground of your sex. , You are not sorry that 
so much is expected. ^ ou are even gratified 
and glad, that whatsoever tilings arc pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things 
are of good report,'* aiii calculated upon, ai> 
almost matters of course in your character. 
You can liardly regret that, when a woman 
falls, she 

“ Falls like Lucifer, to rise no more,” 

in this world. Vh*‘> fj^eling in the public mind, 
that women, like Angels, must‘ stand or fall for 
ever, is, indeed, a t^iigh one; but it is liigk/ly 
honour, able to you, and unspeakably beneficial 
to Society. It may expect and exact t/>o much 
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from yqii : but it enable^ you to do more i^id 
bet%,r, and both more easily, than if the stand- 
ard of female excellence were lower. 

Why not, tlion, respect your j)icty as* much 

as your sex^? If tliere be any thing inspiring 

« 

and responsible in the considerarfion, — “ T am 

a wonjan, and one of Britain’s daughters ; ” how 

• 

much more in the consideration, — “ I am a 
Christian, and one of the daughters of the 
jl.ord God Almighty?” The latter relation- 
ship is, I am fully aware, not so easily realized 
or cl' aimed as the former; the former is your 
birth-right, which nothing but crime can forfeit. 
The latter is an adoption, which no virtue 
can merit. It is not, however, on that account 
less obtainable, nor less f^,,m?r less ascertain- 
able : for to a» many'^as receive Him — even 
to them that believe on'his^name,” Christ gives 
“ po^^er,” (that is, warrant and welcome,) to 
regard tjiemselves as the children of God. 
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“ As many as are lec\ l?y ihe Spirit o/ .God,” 
they are the children of God. 

These are neither equivocal nor discouraging 
tests of adoption. They prove your adoption 
into the redeemed family of God, if you 
honestly welcome Christ as your only hope of 
salvation, and honestly desire to be led by the 
Spirit into all truth and duty. And, do you 
not ? If you really did not, why are you so 
deeply interested in thi^ subject? Why, els^', 
arc you so anxious to be a child of God ? How 
came the question of your adoption to lay such 
hold upon your mind and heart ? “ Who 

opened thine eyes ” to sec the need and nature 
of “ being borrf again, in order to becoming 
one of God's ^piif’tu^d family? T^his persua- 
sion cometh not from' instinct, age, example, 
or education. It isitlie fruit of the Holy S^)i- 
rit. fje has “ quickened,” “ illuminated,^*^' and 
“ led,” wherever the Spirit of adoption is thus 
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prized, prayed Tor f^nd longed after. The 
hcaij is magnetized by grace, that turns to this 
holy pole. 

i’he c^uestion of your adoption is, however, 
one whiciv ouglit not, and never can be well 
settled, by your *own consciousness of certain 
feelings or desires on the subject. It is a 
>')ractical, as much as an experimental ques- 
tion. It turns quite as much upon what you 
i'lre trying to be^ aucP do, as upon what you 
wisli to feel and enjoy. If, tlierefore, in addi- 
tion *to your solicitude to be a child of God, 
you are trying to copy the likeness, and to 
cultivate the spirit, of His regenerated family, 
the question is settled: yo are no more 

strangers y foreigners ; ’'^but Riembers of the 
household of €^od : ye* were sometimes 
da.’kness; but ye are 'noj/ light in the Lord: 
walk*as children of the light.” 

Amongst the many forms of scriptural "Rp- 
2 A 
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pfcal to those who ar* bhus solicitous t j^ascci” 
tain their adoption, the most frequent, h not 
the most forcible is, “ Wliat ; know ye not 
that your bodies are the lemple of *he Holy 
Ghost, who is in you?” What agreement 
hath the ten'iple of (rod with idols ? For ye 
are the temple of the Living God : as God 
hath said, 1 will dwell in them, and walk in 
them, aijd I will be tlieir God, and they shall 
be my people. Wherefore come out from 
among them,” (the ungodly,) “ and be ye sepa- 
rate, and 1 will receive you, and will be a 
Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty ; and touch 
not the unclean thing.” 2 Cor. vi. 16. 

I wish to fix ycur^ attention upo’^. this view 
of yourself as a Temple. If is a fascinating, 
as well as a solem<», view of your state il'nd 
responsibility. It is a view more easily taken 
and retained than some others : for/ialthough 
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drawn* fVom the ancieivt •Temple of Jerusalem, 
niid^thus associated with many sublime pecu- 
liarities, to which parallels would be difficult 
either tQ«find or fancy, it is still a simple vi^^w 
of a Chrisfiag.^ For, after all that can be said 
or imagined of the Holy, Tem])le,' it was but a 
house made with hands, and of earthly materi- 
als ; and thus less likely to be made; “ a habita- 
tion of God tl^rough the Spirit,” than tjie human 
frame. Solomon jelt this, even when tlie first 

temple was in all the fulness and freshness of 

» 

its architectural glory. “ Will God,’^ said he, 
“ in very deed dwell with man upon the earth ? 
Behold, heaven, and the lieaven of heavens, 
0*10001 contain Thee! How^'niucli less this 
House whi^di 1 have built ^ In this excla- 
mation of Solcffnon, the ii?feriority of tlie 
temple to man, as well a^ to heaven, is both 
implit^d and expressed. Or, if Solompn did 

i I 

not inter kI to say this, “ a greater than S(do- 
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mon” has said it and again.,: ‘'‘Thus 

saitli the high and lofty One that inhaP-iteth 
Eternity, whose name is Holy, I dwell in the 
high and holy place : with him also that is of 
a humble and contrite spirit/' Isa. Ivii. 15. 
“ Thus sailh* the LqjaD, The heaven is my 
throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where 
is the house that ye build unto me ? And 
where is the place of iny rest ? ^ But to this 
man will 1 look, — ever! to ^him that is poor 
and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my 
word,” Isa. Ixvi. 1, 2. 

This settles the inferiority of all temples to 
both the human soul and body. They form a 
living temple,*' and may be a “ holy temple»” 
in a higher sense thai\ even the heav^^n of hea- 
vens itself. 

Let us not be th^sled by words, nor Le- 
wilderej^l with splendid appearances. liiven 

, t 

vow»r bodies are more “ fearfully and ^wonder- 
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all sai^Us, the wonders of the love of Christ. 
Epli# iii. 14, 21. What “holy temples unto 
the Lord,’' the Apostle desired and expected 
Believers to become! “Clirist,” sayS Ije, 
“ may dwell in your hearts by faitiu’’ 
“ Christ is in *you, the hopQ of glory.” 
“ Know ye not yours*elves, how that Christ is 
in you ?” 

It will not do to overlook tins often re- 
peated and pressed Consideration. It occurs 
too frequently and emphatically to be trifled 
withf or evaded. “ Christ is in you,” says 
Paul, “ except yc be reprobates.” This gives 
awful solcngnity to the question, “ Am 1 a 
living Temple, and trying to bii a holy Tem)>le, 
unto the Lord ? ” For^ altlt)ugh llie word 
“ reprobate” ha^ uon5 «>f meaning of the 
word “ llepro billion, ’’•as that term wa.s used 
in tiie olden times of the Calvlnistic contro- 
A-'rsv, btiil it means so much tliaf is awful iiitd 
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orninous, that we do^ well to lay deeply to 
heart Paul’s admonition ; ** Examine your- 

selves, whether ye be in the I’aith : prove, yonr 
own selves ; know ye not yourselves, how that 
Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates,’' or 
witliout any rpal marks of graice ? 

Christ liiinself throws us as fully upon the 
same question, by his own representations of 
the TEMPLESiiiP of his disciples. “ I in them, 
and Thou in me, that th?y may be one in us," 

r 

is the grand point in which liis prayers for 
their sanctification meet and terminate. John 
xvii. 23. “ If a man love me, he will keep 

my words: and my Father will love him, and 
we will come nr to him, and make our abode 

4 

witli him.” JcAm xiv. 23. The world know- 
eth not the Spirit, cf Trut^i, because it seeth liim 
not; but ye know him, for he dwelleth w2h 
you, and shall be in you.” John xiv. 17. 

,^yhen such passages aie thus m^yltiplle(^. , 
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they do^ not (be it igec^llected) mean inotre 
as a* whole, than is meant by any one of 
them.* The design of so many, is not to 
convey j^ich an idea of tlie work or witnc^ss 
of the Holy^ Spirit, as must intimidate or 

perplex us. No, inde^^d ; their design is 

^ • • 

just t})je very opposite. We, indeed, are very 

ready when such an array ol‘ texts is be- 

fore us, to take alarm ; or to conclude from 
tfiem, that nothing we* have experienced, and 
nothing we are ever likely to possess, can 

amount to “the tirst-fruits of the^ Spirit’' even. 
Multiplied statements on this subject, seem to 
magnify it beyond all ordinary piety. Tliis is, 
however, cpiite a mistake. The very fear, sus- 
pense, and ^solicitude, whi«h^you now feel, lest 

this view of Jiiety shoultf disJS»ove your piety, 

* • 

prove that you are not* a ^tranger to the in- 
dwellJng of tlie Holy Gliost. Your lieart 
would neither feel the worth, nor fear tlie Wc«it 
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(*f His gracious iiifluj>nccs, if it liad ptv/er ex.- 
< 

perienced any of them. We both liuv^ the 
Spirit, and are in some measure ‘‘ af;.er the 
Spirit,” if we seriously “ mind the thipgs of the 
Spirit.” We are llie temples of the Holy 
Ghost, if we honestly desire and try to be 
holy temples unto the Lord. 

Is this your aim ? If so, there is nothing in 
all the host of texts which you ^ have just re- 
viewed, to discourage yVni. ^The grand object 
of each and all of them, is to penetrate your 
whole spirit with the living conviction, that 
you are one of God’s consecrated temples; and 
thus must take care, that yon neither “ defile” 
nor discredit thC'templc of God. Now, you (to 
take some care\* tl^atiyou may not disgrace the 
prol’ession you iv\fke;'that yen may not bring 
any re[)roach upon religion ; tliat your life rv.ay 
not give the lit' to your creed or your hopes. 
M>11 ; why not connect all this holydcai, afid 
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, a>)(% vvat(‘hlu]nc*ss,*\v#tli llit* (‘unsideratiori, 
that foil are “ tlic temple of God ? ’’ You con- 
nect tiTem (aiul very properly) with your name, 
and yonii place in^the Churcli of Ctod ; wi^li 
your I’ond ho(^e that you havtj fouiul, or shall 

find, mercy of the Lord ; *with your ^r)od name 

• * 

m your family, and among your^lViends. All 
this is as it should be. I would not detacli 

your sense of^’csponsibility, nor your Regard to 

♦ . »# 

consistency, from ^^ny one of these checks and 
cliarms upon character. It would, however, 
strengthen and prolong tlie indigence of them 
all, to recognise as fully, and realize as con- 
stantly, youi^ templeship, as a Christian. That 
means no more than is meant ‘^by your profes- 
sion, your ^obligations, or*y/?ur responsibility: 

t • v • • 

but it defines ti^em clearly,^ and commends 
as well as enforces tTieu^ powerfully. You 
ough?, tlierefore, to be willing, yea thank/ul and 
^lad, to i?vail yourself of any new consideratkorr 
th^t. adds to the power Yf the old rnnrfi^ies 
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which regulate your coiiduct ; especially, when, 
as in this instance, the new motive is as* scrip- 
tural as the old ones. 

But, why do 1 call it new? The idea Of 
Tenipleship is as old, and as often repeated in 
Scripture, as the idea of disciplesliip, sonsliip, 
or citizenship. You have just seen that the 
New Testament is full of it. It does not, how- 
ever, occur often in religious conversation now. 
It does not seem to hfvve the same place 'or 
power in the mind of Christians, that the other 
ideas possess. But why should it not *t3e as 
familiar and influential as any of them? It is 
not inferior to them in beauty o/, point; and 
not so superior. to them in sublimity, as to be 
difbcult to co\npreb,end, remember, or apply. 
“ 1 am a living^4'enipld of Qod, and ought to 
be a holy temple,” is as. soon and as easily s,‘^id, 
as, “ 1 am a professor of religion, and ou«ght to 
b(? consistent.”* 

But 1 must not argue with you, as if it ,\vg‘re 



niiiisTivss iior.Y ti:.mpi,i,s. 


r]^)tionai io to iuImit»or decline the use e>l 

this ijjly cotisideration. You are nut at liberty 
t(> overlook it for another day, even if you 
have doiFj pretty 'i^jell without thinking of Jt 

hitherto. It most likely, the very motive 

* • 

whieli you now want, in ./jrder to»kt‘ep up the 
\^ifluen<?e of your old motives, ^n tollowing 
holiness. For, Iiave they all their original 
Dower over yoii i Does your sense of respon- 
sibility as a convert, as a disciple, as a pos- 
sessor of grace, carry you all the length it did, 
when you first look “ the vows (jf God” upon 
you ? If not — you may backslide until you 

break down altogether on the narrow way, un- 

* 

less you get hold, at this critical nick of time, 
upon the i^idlying and insoitinji consideration 
of your templeship. 

I k.!ow that the word itijelf is new : but you 
knovv^that the idea is as old as^your Bifcle, 1 
have not*coined the wool for (In' sak(‘ of no- 
2 n 
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K'lt^y, or of sio^ulars^y-; but ju ordei^ K) airt*M 
attention to “ the mind of Christ,” as that is 
expresssed m llic “ words which the Hoi^ Ghost 
teacheth.” I tell yon ag-aii;, tl'creforo, that it is 
neither wise nor vsafe to cxclud/v tliis scriptural 
view of your oblia,ati'jn to be holy, or to try to 
do without H any longer. If you are a rejd 
Christian, Christianity considers and calls you, 
the temple of God, of Christ, aiu*' of the Spirit ; 
and remonstrates with you, as well as com- 
mands you, to consider youiself in this light. 
And mark; tjou cannot point to, nor conceive' 
of, any appeal to your principles, oi hojies, or 
responsibilities, as a Christian woman, so stiik- 

ing in its form and stirring in its spirit as fliis 
V 

one. Look ^it il again. “ What ; know ye 
not that your bodies arc the temples of the 
Holy Ghost ^ ” ^‘'Know yo not that Christ is 
in yor., excent ,ve be reprobates 
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